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In  an  address  delivered  before  the  Historical  Club  of  Johns 
Hopkms  University,  -and  commented  upon  in  the  New  York 
MM  Record,  Hr.  William  Osier  gives  an  account  of  Hr 
L(P.wr,  whose  name  has  passed  down  to  posterity  in 
connection  w&h pulwa  tpecacuanhw  compositus.  There  are  few 
physicians  who  have  not  prescribed  Dover’s  powders,  but  therT 
are,  we  think,  still  fewer  who  know  much  about  Dr.  Dover,  and 
f  few,  especially,  who  know  that  he  was  at  one  time  a  successful 
buccaneer  and  discovered  Alexander  Selkirk,  of  “Robinson 

Crusoe  ”  fame.  Dr.  Dover  was  born  in  Warwickshire,  abowo 
1660,  and  was  probably  a  student  of  Sydenham’s.  After  taking 
his  degree,  he  settled  in  Bristol,  and,  having  made  some  money, 
joined  with  some  other  merchants  in  a  privateering  expedition. 
Two  ships  were  fitted  out,  and  Dover  went  as  third  in  command, 
being  styled  “  Captain  Dover.”  He  sailed  to  the  Spanish 
Main,  and  in  1709  arrived  at  the  Island  of  Juan  Fernandez. 
There  Captain  Dover  went  ashore,  and  discovered  the  sole 
occupant  of  the  island  to  be  a  Scottish  sailor  named  Alexander 
Selkirk,  who  had  been  left  there  alone  four  years  and  four 
months  before.  Selkirk  was  taken  off  and  made  an  officer  on 
one  of  the  ships.  The  expedition  afterward  sacked  the  two 
cities  of  Guayaquil,  Dover  leading  in  the  assault.  They  took  a 
number  of  prizes,  and  cruised  about  the  coast  from  Peru  to 
California.  They  then  sailed  across  the  Pacific  and  reached 
England  in  1711.  The  expedition  was  very  successful,  realising 
the  enormous  sum  of  TWO, 000,  of  which  Dr.  Dover  received 
a  considerable  part.  After  his  return  home  Dover  travelled 
again  somewhat,  but  finally  went  to  London.  His  most 
famous  book  is  one  known  as  “  The  Ancient  Physician’s 
Legacy,”  published  in  1733.  This  was  a  popular  treatise  on 
medicine,  and  was  intended,  apparently,  to  get  practice  for  the 
author.  The  full  title  of  the  book  is  “  The  Ancient  Physician’s 
Legacy  to  his  Country,  being  what  he  has  Collected  himself  in 
Forty-nine  Years  of  Practice.”  The  author  says:  “The 
diseases  incident  to  mankind  are  described  in  so  plain  a  manner 
that  any  person  may  know  the  nature  of  his  own  disease, 
together  with  the  several  remedies  for  each  distemper,  faith¬ 
fully  set  down.  It  is  expressly  designed  for  the  use  of  all 
private  families.”  The  “  Legacy  ”  is  said  to  have  made  a  great 
noise  in  London,  and  to  have  been  the  subject  of  debate  in 
every  coffee  house.  It  contained  a  description  of  about  forty- 
two  diseases,  illustrated  with  cases  which  attested  the  author’s 
skill.  The  later  editions  abound  with  letters  from  grateful 
patients,  extolling  Dr.  Dover’s  virtues.  On  page  18,  in  the 
section  on  “  Gout,”  is  given  the  formula  of  his  famous  powder : 

“Take  Opium  one  ounce,  Salt-Petre  and  Tartar  vitriolated 
each  four  ounces,  Ipecacuana  one  ounce.  Pub  the  Salt-Petre 
and  Tartar  into  a  red-hot  mortar,  stirring  them  with  a  spoon 
until  they  have  done  flaming.  Then  powder  them  very  fine ; 
after  that  slice  in  your  opium,  grind  them  to  a  powder,  and  then 
mix  the  other  powders  with  these.  Dose,  from  forty  to  sixty  or 
seventy  grains  in  a  glass  of  white-wine  Posset  going  to  bed, 
covering  up  warm  and  drinking  a  quart  or  three  pints  of  the 
Posset — Drink  while  sweating.”  The  same  formula  is  repeated 
in  the  subsequent  editions  He  says  that  some  apothecaries 
have  desirpd  their  patients  to  make  their  wills  and  settle  their 
affairs  before  they  venture  upon  so  large  a  dose  as  from  forty 
to  seventy  grains.  “  As  monstrous  as  they  may  represent  this, 

I  can  produce  undeniable  proofs  where  a  patient  of  mine  has 
taken  noGess  a  quantity  than  a  hundred  grains,  and  yet  has 
appeared  abroad  the  next  day.” 

Besides  the  above  powder,  Dr.  Dover’s  chief  legacy  to  his 
country  was  quicksilver,  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  specific  in 
almost  every  disease.  He  was  accustomed  to  order  an  ounce 
or  an  ounce  and  a  quarter  of  crude  mercury  daily.  A  case  is 
reported  of  a  man  who  took  for  his  cough  and  shortness  of 
breath,  altogether,  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  weight. 
Dover  was  very  naturally  called  the  “  quicksilver  doctor,”  and 
received  a  great  deal  of,  no  doubt,  well-deserved  criticism.  Dr. 
Dover,  in  his  later  days,  appears  to  have  carried  the  fighting, 
if  not  the  buccaneering,  spirit  into  his  professional  life,  and, 
judged  by  modern  standards,  he  would  be  considered  very 
much  of  a  quack.  In  estimating  his  moral  and  professional 
character,  however,  we  must  take  due  allowances  for  the  times 
in  which  he  lived. 
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-Aised. 

We  have  had  opportunity  of  testing  Antikamnia  in  three^ 
cases  of  facial  neuralgia.  T  all  of  the  three  ca°  repeated! 
doses  o*  hve  grains  gave  re  and  in  two  cases  tile  pain  did 

not  return.  In  no  case  w  ere  any  gastric  disturbance.  We 

also  tried  the  drug  in  a  cas„  of  acute  rheumatic  inflammation 
of  the  wrist  and  hand  accompanied  by  considerable  pyrexia. 
In  this  case  its  action  was  also  satisfactory.  The  pain  was  at 
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ordinary  silver  probe  of  the  pocket  cases.  In  adults  it  should 
be  drawn  very  tightly  indeed  around  the  prepuce,  compressing 
this  strongly  against  the  tube.  I  draw  it  almost  as  tightly  as 
I  can  with  the  fingers,  and  have  never  known  it  to  do  the 
slightest  harm  to  the  tissues.  When  this  has  been  done,  I  have 
never  known  the  skin  to  slip  from  under  the  cord,  and  have 
never  been  troubled  with  haemorrhage,  either  during  or  after 
the  operation. 

It  is  generally  better  to  give  ether  to  children,  and  to  inject 
cocaine  in  front  of  the  constricting  cord  in  adults.  The  advan¬ 
tages  of  this  method  are  its  bloodlessness,  its  simplicity  of 
technique,  and  the  fact  that  no  special  instrument  or  apparatus 
is  required,  everything  necessary  for  its  performance  upon  the 
largest  or  smallest  penis  being  found  in  the  physician’s  house  or 
in  the  average  drug-store. 

The  above -described  method  of  circumcision  is  virtually  the 
same  in  principle  as  that  detailed  by  me  in  the  Medical 
Record  of  September  26th,  1885,  a  ring  of  hard  rubber  being 
used  in  that  operation  instead  of  the  tube.  It  proved  difficult 
to  keep  the  ring  in  position  under  the  foreskin.  The  tube,  how¬ 
ever,  projecting  as  it  does  beyond  the  foreskin,  is  under 
complete  control. 

The  earlier  operation  and  “Boss’s  Circumcision  Bing”  are 
described  and  figured  in  the  second  edition  of  Stephen  Smith’s 
“Operative  Surgery,”  page  712. 


THE  DECADENCE  OF  OPIUM. 

By  Wendell  Beber,  A.M.,  M.D., 

Oculist  and  Aurist  to  the  Children’s  Home,  Pennsylvania. 

From  the  early  history  of  medicine  up  to  a  few  years  ago,  opium, 
in  its  galenical  or  alkaloidal  derivatives,  was  the  chief  agent  in 
the  hands  of  the  physician  for  the  alleviation  of  all  pain. 

Its  use  by  the  profession  was  workbwide,  and  even  the  laity 
began  to  look  upon  the  drug  as  a  convenient  and  comparatively 
safe  means  to  have  at  hand  for  relief. 

The  crowded  condition  of  institutions  for  opium  habitues 
to-day  proclaims  all  too  loudly  the  evils  of  such  an  indiscriminate 
practice  ;  and  though  many  a  medical  man  has  had  reason  to 
reproach  himself  for  introducing  his  patient  to  the  alluring  drug, 
there  are,  even  to-dajy  those  who,  disregarding  the  magnificent 
contributions  of  synthetic  chemistry  in  the  last  fifteen  years, 
cling  tenaciously  to  papaveris  as  the  ideal  pain  reliever  and 
sleep  producer. 

Not  so,  however,  with  those  who  have  patiently  and  studi¬ 
ously  sought  out  an  anodyne  and  hypnotic  in  whose  train  did 
not  follow  the  baneful  results  that  attend  long-continued  opium 
administration.  We  would  not  banish  opium.  Far  from  it. 
There  are  times  when  it  becomes  our  refuge.  But  we  would 
restrict  it  to  its  proper  sphere. 

In  the  acute  stage  of  most  inflammations,  and  in  the  closing 
painful  phases  of  some  few  chronic  disorders,  it  is  our  grandest 
remedy,  our  confidential  friend.  But,  even  here,  the  application 
must  now  cease  ;  and  it  is  just  here  that  the  synthetic  products 
step  in  to  claim  their  share  in  the  domain  of  therapy. 

Among  the  latter,  perhaps  none  has  met  with  so  grateful  a 
reception  as  Antikamnia,  and  justly  so ;  for,  among  all  the 
contributions  of  pharmaceutical  chemistry,  none  so  fully  merits 
our  confidence  as  this  one,  presenting,  as  it  does,  the  meritorious 
properties  of  the  other  synthetic  antipyretics  and  antineuralgics, 
without  exhibiting  their  depressing  action  on  the  heart. 

Its  range  of  apphcation  is  wide.  It  is  of  positive  value  in 
certain  forms  of  dysmenorrhoea ;  it  has  served  me  well  in  the 
pleuritic  pains  of  advancing  pneumonia  and  in  the  arthralgias 
of  acute  rheumatism  ;  on  several  occasions  I  have  been  able  to 
allay  with  it  the  lightning,  lancinating  pains  of  locomotor  ataxia ; 
but  nowhere  do  I  emnlov  it  wi+.L  Qa  in 
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Legacy  to  his  Country. 

Being  what  he  has  collected  himfelf. 

In  Fifty-eight  Years  PRACTICE: 

Or,  an  Account  of  the  feveral 

DISEASES  incident  to  Mankind; 

Defcribed  in  fo  plain  a  Manner, 

•  f  fir, 

That  any  Person  may  know  the 
Nature  of  his  own  Disease. 

i 

Together  with  the  feveral  Remedies  for  each 
Dist  e  m  p  e  r,  faithfully  fet  down. 

Defigned  for  the  Ufe  of  all  Private  Families. 


Homines  ad  Deos ,  nulla  in  re  propius  accedunt ,  quam 
Salutem  hominibus  dando .  Cic. 

Homines  ad  Daemona,  nulla  in  re  propius  accedunt , 
quam  Salutem  hominibus  negando.  D  o. 

"By  THOMAS  DOVER,  M.B. 

The  Sixth  Edition. 


In  this  Edition  are  very  confiderable  Additions;  b elides 
a  great  Number  of  Letters  fent  from  feveral  Parts  of 
England ,  of  the  extraordinary  Cures  perform’d  by  Crude 
Mercury  :  With  feme  Remarks  on  the  Author  of  The  Ufe 
and  Abufe  of  Mercury.  To  which  is  added,  An  Essay  on 
Midzuifry ;  and  the  Moral  Converfation  of  the  College  of 
Phyficians,  in  Latin  and  Englijh ,  by  Way  of  Appendix  ; 
together  with  a  DigreJJion. 

 ~~  L  O  N  D  O  N  ~:  ~ 

Printed  by  H.  Kent,  for  C.  Hitch  at  the  Red-Lyon  in 
Pater-Nofter-Rozv  ;  J.  Brotherton  at  the  Bible,  next  the 
Fleece  Tavern  in  Cornhill  ;  and  R.  Minors,  in  St.  Clement's 
Church-Yard,  in  the  Strand.  M.dcc.xlii, 

Price  hitch’d,  Four  Shillings, 
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RobertTracy,  Efq; 

O  F 

S  TANWAY  in  Gloucefterfliire. 

R, 

MIDST  the  general 
Corruption  into  which 
we  are  fallen,  Phyfick 
has  not  preferved  its  Pu¬ 
rity;  though  this,  perhaps, 
is  too  important  a  Truth  to 
be  publilh’d  with  Safety. 
There  is  a  Cruft,  (if  the 
Word  is  not  too  harfh)  in 
this  Profeffion,  as  well  as  in 


vi  The  Dedication. 

all  others ;  and  the  greated 
Part  of  its  Followers  will 
not  fail  to  oppofe  the  lead 
Step  towards  a  Reforma¬ 
tion. 

Y  our  Reputation  is  fo 
well  edabliih’d,  that  the 
flickering  myfelf  under 
your  Name,  may  be  forne 
Security  againd  Calumny; 
yotirEdeem  mud  naturally 
procure  me  the  Edeern  of 
all  good  Men ;  and  this,  one 
would  think,  might  in  fome 
Meafure  foften,  if  not  en¬ 
tirely  fubdue  the  Spirit  of 
Detraction. 

To  mention  the  Antiqui¬ 
ty  of  your  Family  (  though 
it  extends  to  the  mod  anci- 
•  ■  ent 
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ent  of  our  Kings)  is  need- 
lefs :  Your  own  Personal  Me¬ 
rit  gives  you  a  much  higher 
Value,  not  only  than  your 
Birth ,  but  than  any  Title 
which  the  Crown  could 
confer  upon  you:  I  have 
ever  hated  Flattery)  and  I 
believe  there  is  not  a  Gen¬ 
tleman  who  has  the  Honour 
and  Happinefs  to  know  you, 
but  will  readily  allow  that 
what  I  fay  of  you,  is  ftridtly 
true. 

Could  this  Eflay  as  effec¬ 
tually  eftablifh  the  Health, 
as  the  whole  Courfe  of  your 
Life  has  promoted  the  Hap¬ 
pinefs'  of  Man  kind,  it  would 
more  than  anfwer  my  ut- 

more 
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moft  Hopes :  But  however 
Ihort  I  may  fall  in  this  Re- 
fpedf  I  have  at  lead  an 
Opportunity  of  gratifying 
my  Ambition,  by  declaring 
myfelf, 


S  I  R, 

f 

Tour  mofi  obligecf 
Mofi  faithful,  and 

#  <•  4 

Mofi  devoted  Servant, 

•  j 

Thomas  Dover. 
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L  e  g  A  c  y  to  his  Country, 

Have  fpent  the  greateft  Part  of 
.  my  Life,  without  theleaft  Thought 
of  becoming  an  Author  ;  and  if  it 
ihould  be  ask’d,  What  makes  me  now  ap¬ 
pear  in  Print :  I  anfwer.  That  I  have  ac¬ 
quired  in  Phyfick,  by  my  long  Study  and 
Practice,  what  I  conceive  may  be  for  the 
common  Benefit  of  Mankind ;  and  there¬ 
fore  I  publifh  my  Obfervations. 

If  this  fhould  not  be  allowed  as  a  fuffi- 
cient  Reafon,  by  ibme  who  have  exprefled 
no  Good  Will  towards  me,  it  will  give  me 
but  little  Concern  :  I  leave  what  I  write  to 
the  unprejudiced  Reader. 

My  Defign  is  to  touch  on  fuch  Parts  of 
Phyfick,  as  I  conceive  moft  neceflary  to  be 
underftood  by  every  Practitioner,  and  which 
feem'  to  me  hitherto  to  have  been  neither  ex- 

p  -  plained 


plained,  nor  accounted  for  in  a  proper  Man¬ 
ner,  notwithftanding  the  voluminous  Works 
in  which  they  have  been  treated  of. 

A  u  t  h  o  r  s,  for  the  moll:  part,  follow  one 
another,  and  deviate  but  little  from  the  com¬ 
mon  Track.  This  Method  I  fhall  in  no 
wife  purfue  ;  my  Defign  being  to  fet  down 
only  fuch  Things  as  have  occurred  to  me 

from  the  Practice  and  Experience  of  Fifty- 
eight  Years. 

I  am  very  fenfible  that  my  Stile  is  not 
correct ;  and  I  fhall  take  no  extraordinary 
Care  to  polilh  it.  I  fhall  be  fufficiently  fa- 
tisfied,  if  what  I  write  be  intelligible,  and  if 
my  Matter  be  thought  worth  attending  to. 
In  a  Word,  I  fhall  be  contented  if  this  Trea- 
tife  does  but  in  feme  Meafure  deferve  the 
Chara&er  which  Me.  BudgeU  gives  of  the 
Writings  of  the  Honourable  Robert  Boyle , 
Efq;  in  his  moll  excellent  Memoirs  of  the 
Family  of  the  Boyles.  Mr.  BudgeU ,  who 
feems  to  inherit  the  Genius  of  his  near 
Relation,  the  great  Mr.  Jddifon ,  fpeaks  of 
Mr.  Boyle's  Stile  in  the  following  Words  : 


C  3  ] 

“  It  muft  be  confeffed ,  that  his  Stile  is 
“  far  from  being  corred  ;  that  it  is  too 
“  wordy  and  prolix ;  and  that  though  it  is 
“  for  the  mofi  part  plain  and  eajy ,  yet, 
“  /to  he  has  fometimes  made  ufe  of  harJJo 
“  antiquated  Exprefftons ;  jyg/  #tor 
“  all  thefe  Difadvantages,  fo  curious  is  his 
“  Matter,  fo  folid  are  his  Obfervations, 

“  that  the  hardefi  Thing  we  can  fay  of  his 
“  mofi  carelejs  Piece  is.  That  it  appears  like 
“  a  beautiful  Woman  in  an  Undrefs. 


Ira  Gentleman,  who  is  fo  perfedt  a  Mailer 
of  every  fort  of  Stile  himfelf,  (for  though  I 
cannot  paint ,  yet  I  pretend  to  know  a  good 
Pidture)  prefers  folid  Matter  to  a  Flourijb 
of  Words ,  I  hope  none  of  my  Readers  will 
pretend  to  be  more  fqueamiih. 

I  t  is  eflentially  neceflary  in  the  Cure  of 
Difeafes,  to  be  throughly  acquainted  with 
the  Nature  of  them  :  Without  this  Know¬ 
ledge,  no  Good  is  to  be  done.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  much  Harm  may  probably  enfue,  from 
the  Phyfician’s  miftaking  the  Patient’s  Cafo  5 
which  in  fome  Perfons  is  ealily  difcoveredj 
in  others  very  difficult  to  underftand. 
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This,  1  apprehend,  proceeds  from  the 
Affinity  and  Refemblance  there  is  between 
different  Difeafes  ;  which,  though  often  at¬ 
tended  with  the  fame  Symptoms,  yet  pro¬ 
ceed  from  different  Caufes,  and  confequently 
require  various  Methods  of  Cure:  For  which 
Reafon  the  Phyfician  fhould  be  very  cauti¬ 
ous  in  preferring,  till  he  has  fully  examined 
the  Symptoms  of  the  Difeafe,  compared  them 
with  the  feveral  Anfwers  of  the  Patient,  and 
till  he  has  juft  Reafons  to  think  he  under- 
ftands  the  Nature  of  the  Diftemper. 

Complicated  Cafes  are  moft  difficult ; 
neither  is  it  poffible  to  determine  any  Thing 
of  them  before  they  happen,  by  reafon  of 
their  various  Degrees,  and  uncertain  Combi¬ 
nations.,  , 

1  n  thefe  Cafes,  fo  very  hard  to  be  adjuf- 
ted,  it  may  be  pardonable  for  a  Phyfician  to 
err  a  little  ;  but  in  fimpie  Difeafes,  the  Mis¬ 
take  admits  of  no  Excufe. 

To  go  no  farther  than  a  Dropfy. - I 

have  attended  fome  Perfons  in  this  Diftem¬ 
per,  where  it  has  taken  very  deep  Root. - - 

Their  Legs,  Thighs,  and  Bodies  have  been 
blown  up  like  Bladders  ;  yet  fome  of  thefe 
Perfons  have  been  blooded  four  or  five  Times 
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in  order,  as  was  faid,  to  relieve  their  Short- 
nefs  of  Breath  ;  whereas  Shortnefs  of  Breath 
is  not  always  an  Indication  for  Bleeding. 

There  are  three  Caufes  of  a  Dyjpida^  or 
Shortnefs  of  Breath  ;  Inflammation,  Convul- 
fion,  and  Plenitude  ;  Bleeding  in  Gonvul- 
fions,  if  it  has  not  been,  ought  to  be  explo- 
ded  ;  and  in  Fulneft,  occafioned  by  Drop- 
fies,  it  is  pernicious  to  the  laft  Degree, 

I  shall  make  no  Scruple  to  affirm,  That 
Shortnefs  of  Breath,  though  it  be  what  we 
term  Attio  Lsefa^  makes  no  Diftemper,  with™ 
out  fome  other  bad  Symptoms  attending  it ; 
if  it  did,  a  Man  who  runs,  or  ufes  any  vio¬ 
lent  Exercife,  caufing  Shortnefs  of  Breathing, 
might  be  (aid  to  be  diftemperd. 

N  e  i  t  h  e  r,  in  other  Cafes,  is  Shortnefs  of 
Breath  to  be  looked  on  as  any  Thing  but  the 
Effedt  of  fome  Bifeafe  caufing  great  Weak- 
nefs,  which  on  the  leafl  Motion  is  followed 
with  Difficulty  of  Breathing. 

I  t  may  feem  ftrange  that  this  Difeafe, 
viz,,  a  Dropfy,  ffiould  be  fo  grofly  miftaken  ; 
when  the  Condition  of  a  Woman,  near  the 
Time  of  her  Delivery,  is  not  more  apparent 
to  the  Eye,  than  that  of  an  hydropical  Per- 
ion.  However,  this  ffiews  what  great  Rea- 

B  3  fons 


[  6  ] 

tons  there  are  to  fet  the  Symptoms  of  Dif- 
eales  in  as  clear  a  Light  as  pofiible. 

I  SHALL,,  in  the  Profecution  of  this  Sub¬ 
ject,  take  Notice,  in  a  very  brief  Manner,  of 
the  Fluids  in  human  Bodies  ;  a  Point  very 
neceflary  to  be  underflood,  becaufe  they  are 
the  Seat  of  all  Diftempers ;  whereas  the  folid 

Parts  are  only  paffive. - Little,  that  1 

can  find,  has  been  Laid  of  this  Matter,  though 
the  right  Underflanding  of  it  is  of  fo  great 
life  in  the  Art  of  Healing. 

Instead  of  giving  us  fuch  neceflary  Pre¬ 
liminaries,  many  lay  the  whole  Strefs  of  cu¬ 
ring  Difeafes  upon  the  Number  of  their  Re¬ 
ceipts,  fluffing  their  Books  with  long  and 
tedious  Prefcriptions  ;  which  is  little  better 
than  teaching  us  how  to  cure  People,  before 
we  know  the  Nature  of  their  Diftemper. 

This  brings  to  my  Mind  a  Saying  of  that 
good  and  truly  honefl  Mari  Dr.  Sydenham  ; 
— — —  Medic £  Artis  fomfm  &  digmtas  non 
t am  for mnl arum  Concinnitate  Elegantia > 
quapt  rnorborum  Curatione  cernitur. 

The  late  famous  Dr.  Radcliff  was  of  Opi¬ 
nion,  That  it  was  expedient  for  young  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  entering  upon  our  Profeffion,  to  tra¬ 
vel  and  that  luch  as  pujrfued  their  Studies 


at  Horae,  could  not  (allowing  they  have  had 
the  Advantages  of  an  Academical  Education) 
improve  themfelves  equally  with  thofe  that 
fpend  many  Years  Abroad,  and  make  good 

Ufe  of  their  Time. - This  was  his  Reafon 

for  fettling  Annual  Penfions  upon  fome  young 
Phyficians,  that  they  might  be  in  a  Capacity 
to  travel. 

Perhaps  he  had  done  better,  if  he  had 

%  * 

obliged  thole  Gentlemen  to  practice  Phyfick, 
at  lealt  ten  Years,  before  their  letting  out  for 
foreign  Parts :  They  would  then  have  been 
much  more  capable  of  making  fuch  Oblerva- 
tions,  as  might  be  of  Angular  Ufe  to  them  ; 
and  ’tis  further  my  Opinion,  that  if  he  had 
ordered  them  to  vifit  the  moll  intemperate 

Climates,  where  all  acute  Difeafes  are  the 

* 

moll  violent,  they  would  have  returned 
Mailers  of  greater  Knowledge  and  Expe¬ 
rience,  than  they  can  ever  acquire  by  only 
palfing  through  the  moll  healthy  Parts  of 
Europe ,  which  leems  more  like  travelling  for 
the  fake  of  their  own  Health,  than  that  of 
other  People. 

I  f  Travelling  be  necellary  to  make  an  ac- 
complilhed  Phyfician,  I  am  very  fure  that  I 

B  4  have 
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have  travelled  more  than  all  the  Phyficians 
in  Great  Britain  put  together. 

But  lam  going  a  little  out  of  my  Way, 
and  fhall  therefore  return  to  what  I  at  firfl 
propofed ;  wherein,  if  I  fall  fhort,  I  fhall 
yet  pleale  myfelf  in  my  fincere  Defign  of 
being  beneficial  to  Mankind.  All  I  defire 
of  thofe  who  find  fault  with  my  Performance, 
is,  to  produce  a  better  in  its  Room. 

I  n  the  Account  I  give  of  Difeafes,  I 
fhall  endeavour  to  be  as  fhort  and  intelli¬ 
gible  as  poffible. - —  The  ufual  and  gene¬ 

ral  Divifion  of  Diftempers,  is  into  Chronical 
and  Acute,  and  each  Branch  of  them  is  fub- 

divided  into  many  particular  ones. - The 

mofl  common  I  hope  to  defcribe  in  fo  plain 
a  Manner,  that  even  the  Patient  himfeif 
fhall  be  able  to  give  a  proper  Name  to  his 
Difeafe. 

To  begin  then  with  the  Chronical : - 

Which  as  they  are  the  mofl  difficult  to  be 
remedied,  fo  are  they  many  Times  equally 

difficult  to  be  known. - -  Of  thefe  the  mofl 

common,  and  mofl  painful,  (though,  I  think, 
pot  the  hardefl  to  be  cured)  is  the  Gout. 

Cf  OUT, 
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Gout3  or  Arthritis. 


'^gp  HIS  has  various  Names,  according 

1.  to  the  Parts  affedted :  'Tis  term’d 
'•Podagra  when  in  the  Foot,  Chiragra  when 
in  the  Hand,  Gonegra  when  in  the  Knee, 
Sciatica  when  in  the  Hip. 

’Tis  ft  range  to  fee  how  often  Phyficians 
call  this  Diftemper  a  Rheumatifm,  and  a 
Rheumatilm  the  Gout.  — — The  Difference 
between  them  will  plainly  appear  from  the 
Defcription  I  fliall  give  of  thefe  two  Diftem- 
pers. 

O  f  the  feveral  Names  above  let  down,  a 
regular  Gout  may  moft  properly  be  term’d 
Podagra ,  becaufe  it  begins  in  the  firft  Joint 
of  the  great  Toe,  and  that  ufually  about 
Midnight;  where,  after  it  has  rack’d  the  Pa¬ 
tient  forty-eight  Hours  with  a  violent  fix’d 
Pain,  a  fmall  Tumour  begins  to  appear,  in- 
creafing  gradually ;  after  that,  an  Inflamma¬ 
tion,  and  then  the  Violence  of  the  Pain 
abates. 

The  firft  Fit  maylaft  a  Fortnight,  or  three 
Weeks  ;  but  a  great  Weaknels  and  Tender- 

nefs 
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itefs  in  the  Part  affli&ed,  remains  much 
longer. 

The  Patient  may  feel  no  more  of  this 
Difeafe  for  two  or  three  Years,  or  at  fooneft 
a  Twelvemonth :  But  what  adds  much  to 
the  Misfortune  of  this  Diftemper,  is,  That 
every  Fit  becomes  more  painful,  and  the  Pa- 
roxifms  more  frequent  and  lafting. 

The  gouty  Matter  increafing,  riles  to  the 
Ancles  and  Knees,  which,  as  was  laid  before, 
fwell  with  Inflammation  :  This  Degree  of 
the  Diftemper,  by  fome  Authors,  is  called 
Morbus  Articular  is ,  and  is  always  attended 
with  a  lymptomatical  Fever ;  for  as  the 
Pains  wear  off^  the  Fever  abates. 

Thus  it  takes  its  Progrefs,  increafing  by 
Degrees,  till  the  poor  Patient  is  lacerated,  and 
torn  to  Pieces;  Chalk-Stones  working  out  of 
the  Joints,  attended  with  other  melancholly 
Circumftances. 

I  t  muft  be  obferved,  towards  the  latter 
End  of  this  Dileale,  when  the  Fluids  are  al- 
moft  wholly  changed  into  gouty  Matter,  the 
Fits  are  not  lo  regular,  nor  the  Pains  fo  vio¬ 
lent  ;  but  then  the  Patient  is  feldom  free  from 
them. 


P  H  Y- 


Physicians  have  been  much  miftakeit 
about  the  Caufe  of  this  Diftemper  :  That  it 
is  Matter,  appears  from  the  Tumours  and  In¬ 
flammation  that  attend  it;  but  the  Difficulty 
lies  to  find  out  the  Nature  of  this  Matter. 

- I  fhall  venture  to  affirm  ’tis  an  Alkali : 

That  the  Chalk-Stones  that  work  out  of  the 
Joints  are  fuch,  appears  from  the  Fermenta¬ 
tion  occafioned  by  Acids,  which  in  fmall 
Quantities  caufe  Pains  in  gouty  Perfons : 
Thefe  Pains  proceed  from  the  Acids  meeting 
with  a  contrary  Quality,  whereby  a  preterna¬ 
tural  Fermentation  is  raifed  in  the  diftem- 
pered  Part ;  and  this  creates  a  Heat  and  Burn¬ 
ing,  the  Heat  being  an  Efled:  of  that  Fer¬ 
mentation  or  Motion,  according  to  the  Learn¬ 
ed  Dr.  Willis,  whole  Treadle  of  Fermen¬ 
tation  I  prefer  to  his  other  Works  :  If  I 
miftake  not,  he  gives  this  Definition  of  it, 
viz.  “  Motus  Intefiinus  ad  perfeffionem 
“  alicujus  Corporis ,  vel  ad  Internecionem 
“  ejufdem .” 

There  have  been  lb  many  unfiiccefsful 
Attempts  made  to  mailer  this  Difeafe,  that 
Patients  have  very  little  Faith  left,  and  (as 
they  commonly  lay)  have  no  Hopes  from  any 
Thing  but  Patience  and  warm  Flannel :  But 

with 
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with  Submiffion,  keeping  the  Part  warm  is 
wrong,  becaufe  ’tis  proprium  Caloris  attra- 
here ;  and  does,  beyond  doubt,  attradf  gouty 
Matter  to  the  Parts. 

Notwithstanding  the  many  fruitlefs 
Attempts  that  have  been  made  to  cure  this 
miferable  Diftemper,  Providence  has  in  this, 
as  well  as  in  all  other  Dileafes,  left  Means 
for  our  Recovery,  which  in  many  Inftances 
I  am  able  to  make  appear.  I  fliall  refer  to 
one,  where  the  Curious  may  be  fatisfied :  The 
Coachman  of  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Lord  Vifcount  St.  John  had  a  long  and 
tedious  Fit  of  the  Gout,  and  was  hardly 
able  to  ltir  without  Crutches  :  I  gave  him 
a  very  pleafant  eafy  Sudorific  ;  which  had 
its  defired  Effedt:  —  Infomuch  that  the  Day 
following,  he  walked  from  Albemarlc-jlrcet 
to  Cecil-flreet ,  to  give  me  Thanks.  He 
came  to  me  without  the  Help  of  a  Stick, 
and  with  flrait  Shoes  on :  The  Swelling  was 
entirely  gone :  He  affirmed  that  he  was  ne¬ 
ver  better  in  his  Life  ;  and  that  he  was  able 
to  walk  from  one  End  of  the  Town  to  the 
other.  This  is  about  twenty-five  Years  ago. 

This  Perfon  has  never  had  any  Return 
fince,  though  he  was  much  afflidted  with  it 

many 
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many  Years  before.  —  It  may  be  asked. 
Will  he  never  have  it  again  ?  The  fame 
Queftion  may  be  asked  of  any  Fever,  (ex¬ 
cept  fome  lew  with  Eruptions)  for  many 
Perfons  are  very  lubjedfc  to  Fevers  every 
Spring  ;  yet  I  prefume  no  Body  will  fay  a 
Patient  was  not  cured  of  a  Fever  lie  had 
twenty-five  Years  fince,  though  he  Ihould 
happen  to  have  a  Fever  again  this  Year. 

I  t  will,  I  hope,  at  leaft  be  granted.  That 
fuch  long  Intervals  add  much  to  the  Com¬ 
fort  of  Life  ;  and  I  am  confident  there  is  no 
Body  can  have  the  Gout  to  that  Degree, 
but  that  there  may  be  a  Rebate  given  to  his 
Pains.  He  may  find  great  Relief  without 
Opiates,  or  painful  Remedies,  which  I  am 
a  Stranger  to,  and  very  much  diflike. 

“  Take  Tamarinds  half  an  Ounce,  Leaves 
“  of  Senna  two  Drams,  Rheuberb  one  Dram, 
“  boil  them  in  Water  to  three  Ounces  ;  ftrain 
“  them  off;  and  difiolve  in  them  of  Manna, 
“  and  the  purging  Syrup  of  Roles,  each  one 
“  Ounce,  Syrup  of  Buck-Thorn  and  Elixir 
“  Proprietatis,  each  two  Drams.  •—  Drink- 
“  ing  Poflet-Drink,  or  thin  Gruel,  between 
“  Motions.  —  Taking  this  once  or  twice  a 

Week, 


a  Week,  will  leflen  the  gouty  Matter,  and 
€C  break  the  Force  of  the  Fits.5' 

u  Take  Opium  one  Ounce,  Salt-Petre 
u  and  Tartar  vitriolated,  each  four  Ounces 
u  Ipocacuana  one  Ounce,  Liquoriftt  one 
u  Ounce*  Put  the  Salt-Petre  and  Tartar 
“  into  a  red-hot  Mortar,  ftirring  them  with 
“  a  Spoon  till  they  have  done  flaming.  — 
“  Then  powder  them  very  fine  ;  after  that 
“  flice  in  your  Opium ;  grind  thefe  to  a 
“  Powder,-  and  then  mix  the  other  Powders 
“  with  thefe.  Dofe  from  forty  to  fixty  or 
lc  feventy  Grains  in  a  Glafs  of  White-Wine 
“  Pofiet,  going  to  Bed.  —  Covering  up 
u  warm,  and  drinking  a  Quart  or  three  Pints 
“  of  the  Pollet- Drink  w’hiie  fwcating.” 

In  two  or  three  Hours,  at  fartheft,  the  Pa¬ 
tient  will  be  perfectly  free  from  Pain  ;  and 
though  before  not  able  to  put  one  Foot  to 
the  Ground,  ’tis  very  much  if  he  cannot  walk 
the  next  Day.  When  it  is  taken,  keep  your 
Bed  till  next  Day  Noon.  This  Remedy  may 
be  taken  once  a  Week,  or  once  a  Month. 

Mynsychtj  Elixir  of  Vitriol  taken  often 
in  large  Quantities,  moil  certainly  deftroys 
gouty  Matter ;  yet  for  fome  Time  it  may 
caufe  Pain ;  but  taken  in  its  due  Latitude,  if 

Water 
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Water  will  quench  Fire  it  rauft  in  the  End 
have  its  defired  Effects. 

I  t  has  been  objected  to  one  Part  of  my 
Book,  That  I  have  a  great  Diflike  to  Opats ; 
and  yet,  that  in  the  Preemption  immedi¬ 
ately  following,  I  have  let  down  an  Opiat. 
Some  Apothecaries  have  defired  their  Pa¬ 
tients  to  make  their  Wills,  and  fettle  their 
Affairs,  before  they  venture  upon  fo  large  a 
Dofe  as  I  have  recommended,  which  is  from 
Forty  to  Seventy  Grains.  As  monftrous  as 
they  may  reprefent  this,  I  can  produce  un¬ 
deniable  Proofs,  where  a  Patient  of  mine  has 
taken  no  lefs  a^Quantity  than  an  Hundred 
Grains,  and  yet  has  appear’d  abroad  the  next 
Day. 

This  Notion  of  theirs  proceeds  entirely 
from  their  Ignorance,  and  from  the  Want  of 
knowing  the  Nature  of  thofe  Ingredients 
that  are  mix’d  up  with  it,  for  they  naturally 
weaken  the  Power  of  the  Opium. 

I  would  not  have  the  Reader  imagine, 
that  I  am  an  Enemy  to  Opiats ;  I  only  look 
upon  a  conftant  and  uninterrupted  Ufe  of 
them  to  be  pernicious.  As  I  cannot  fail  of 
having  the  greateft  Veneration  for  the  Me¬ 
mory  of  my  old  Matter  Dr.  Sydenham ,  I  of¬ 
ten 
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fen  remember  his  Obfervations,  efpecially 
upon  Opiats,  wliich  is  as  follows  : 

Sine  Tapaveribus ,  fine  Opatis ,  &  Medt ■* 
c  ament  is ,  w  Confeblis ,  mane  a  eland  a  r 
ejfet  Medicina . 

I  n  my  former  Editions,  in  that  Chapter 
which  treats  of  the  &T0^,  I  omitted  a  Reme¬ 
dy  againft  this  Difeafc,  when  it  is  in  the 
Stomach,  which  I  have  now  added,  and  is  as 
follows : 

a  Take  two  Drams  of  Venice  Treacle  dif- 
a  folv  d  in  a  Glafs  of  good  Wine  :  After 
li  drinking  it,  and  going  to  Bed  immediately 
u  upon  it,  the  Patient  will  find  himfelf  much 
cc  eafter  in  two  Hours,  and  entirely  free  from 
<c  it  in  fixteem  The  bed  Topical  or  Out- 
u  ward  Remedy  is  a  raw7  Beef-Stake*” 

Since  Quickfilver  has  fa  generally  pre¬ 
vail'd,  there  are  feveral  Perfons,  who,  tho7 
before  they  had  eonftantly  two  Fits  in  a 
Year,  fince  the  taking  of  Mercury,  have 
efcaped  a  Fit  for  two,  three,  or  four  Years 
together*  . 
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One  Mr.  Owen,  a  Remhrokefhtre  Geil* 
tleman,  came  to  give  me  Thanks  for  the  Be¬ 
nefit  he  had  received  from  reading  my  Book; 
I  ask’d  him  what  that  was  ?  He  told  me  he 
had  had  the  Gout  far  one  and  fifty  Years, 
that  his  Father  and  Mother,  Grandfather  and 
Grandmother  all  dy’d  of  it ;  that  he  had  it 
in  both  Feet  in  the  Ninth  Year  of  his  Age, 
which  confined  him  for  a  confiderable  time, 
that  the  middle  Finger,  I  take  it,  on  his  left 
Hand,  had  been  a  ftrait  Finger  fourteen  Years, 
and  you  fee  now,  Sir,  I  move  it  as  1  do  my 
other  Fingers  ;  for  twenty  Years  paft  he  had 
not  flood  upon  his  Legs,  and  ifl  pleas’d,  I 
might  go  to  Janeway  s  Coffee-Houie,  ’  near 
the  Royal- Ex  change^  and  there  ask  if  they 
ever  faw  him  without  a  Pair  of  Crutches  be¬ 
fore  ?  Accordingly  I  went  thither,  and  they 
told  me  they  never  faw  him  before  without 
Crutches;  all  this  was  perform’d  by  the  ufeof 
Quickfilver  ;  he  then  told  me  he  had  enter’d 
upon  the  ninth  Pound,  and  that  he  walk’d 
every  Morning  to  IJlmgton ,  drank  two  or 
three  Glades  of  Water,  and  then  return’d  ; 

that  he  could  walk  feven  Miles  with  as 

* . 

much  Pleafure  as  any  Man  living,  his  Legs 
and  Joints  was  as  free  from  Nodes,  as  any 

C  young 
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young  Man’s  of  Fifteen  or  Sixteen  Years 
old.  This  Story  he  told  in  Twenty  feve- 
ral  Companies. 

J'i  V  . 

Dropsy,  called  Hydrops. 

THERE  are  three  Sorts  of  Dropfies, 
the  raoft  common  and  molt  fatal,  is 
the  Afcites.  This  Diftemper  is  often  many 
Years  contracting ;  in  feme  near  twenty 
Years,  according  to  the  belt  Judgment  that 
can  be  made.  .  One  or  two  Inftances  may 
make  this  clear. 

Mr.  William  Staunton,  of  Hampton , 
near  Hampl on-Conrt ,  formerly  a  Chancery 
Clerk  ot  Fur  nival' s  Inn ,  was  for  Twenty 
Years  afflicted  with  a  violent  Afthma :  He 
had  many  Phyficians,  but  found  no  Help  : 
At  laft  he  had  that  Species  of  the  Dropfy 
which  I  am  going  to  deferibe.  His  Diftem¬ 
per  reduced  him  to  that  Weaknefs,  and  made 
him  fo  corpulent  and  unweildy,  that  he  was 
not  able  to  turn  in  his  Bed,  nor  lie  but  on 
one  Side,  infomuch  that  the  Flelh  was  worn 
off  the  Hip  and  Shoulder :  It  was  expected  a 
Mortification  would  enfue.  — >  In  this  Con¬ 
dition 
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ditiofi  Mrs.  Staunton  ask’d,  If  I  conceiv’d  any 
Hopes  of  him  ?  I  anfwer’d,  There  was  but 
little  Room  for  Hope  ;  yet  if  ihe  pleafed  to 
try  the  Force  of  the  Medicine  I  ihould  pre- 
fcribe,  ihe  might  be  allured  there  was  no 
Danger  in  it. 

He  took  it  every  Night  and  Morning,  as  I 
ufually  give  it.- — He  has  told  me  fince,  that 
it  conftantly  brought  away  from  a  Gallon  to 
five  Quarts  of  Water.  —  Taking  this  daily, 
it  mu  ft  be  fuppofed  he  was  foon  freed  from 
his  Waters. 

H  e  has  been  clear  of  his  Afthma  ever 
fince,  and  enjoys  a  better  State  of  Health 
than  he  has  done  for  twenty  Years  paft. 
This  was  in  the  fixty-feventh  Year  of  his 
Age ;  yet  he  has  at  prefent  as  florid  a  Com¬ 
plexion  as  any  Man  of  twenty. 

I  conclude,  that  he  had  a  Collection  of 
Waters  in  his  Breaft,  which  caufed  the 
Afthma. 

I  had  another  Patient,  who  had  a  White 
Swelling,  as  the  Surgeon  calls  it,  in  both 
Knees.  He  came  to  Town,  and  applied 
himfelf  to  Mr.  Bocheer ;  who,  like  an  honeft 
Man,  did  little  to  him,  but  advifed  him  to  go 
to  the  Bath  •,  which  he  did  for  near  twenty 
■  C  x  Years, 

% 
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Years,  as  the  Gentleman  told  me :  But  in 
the  End  this  appear  d  to  be  an  Afcites.  I 
was  called  to  him ;  and  upon  purging  off  the 
Waters,  thole  White  Swellings  totally  difap- 
peared.  He  told  me,  he  had  not  had  fo  good  a 
Command  of  his  Legs  for  twenty  Years  pafl. 

Many  Infiances  of  the  like  Nature  I  could 
produce ;  but  I  take  thefe  two  to  be  fuffi- 
cient  ior  my  prelent  Purpole. 

Hence  it  is  evident  what  flow  Paces  this 
Diftemper  many  Times  makes. 

Some  Nicety  will  be  required  to  give  fuch 
a  Defeription  of  this  Difeafe,  as  to  make  it 
known  in  its  Approaches.  'Tis  eaflly  pre¬ 
vented,  though  very  difficult  to  be  cured 
when  it  comes  to  an  Height. 

It  begins  with  a  Thirft,  which  infenfibly 
grows  on  the  Patient.  The  Inflde  of  the 
Hands  growdry,  with  a  more  than  common 
Hardnefs  ;  and  the  Patient  is  attended  with 
an  unufual  Heat.  All  the  Glands  of  Secre¬ 
tion  begin  to  fall  Ihort  of  performing  their 
due  Functions,  till  at  laft  Tranfpiration  cea- 
fes.  The  Urine  decreafes  much  in  Quanta 


ty, 


and  is  often  high-colour ’d.  An  Jnabi* 


lity  to  Motion  increafes  as  the  Body  fills, 
with  great  Shortnefs  of  Breath,  and  Lofs  of 

These 


These  are  the  feveral  Symptoms  of  art 
approaching  Dropfy,  which  ufually  fhews 
itfelf  firft  in  the  Legs.  This  Diftemper  may 
be  coming  on  feveral  Years,  as  has  been  above 
noted,  and  for  want  of  a  due  Examination  of 
the  Patient,  it  has  been  too  often  taken  for 
fome  other  Difeafe,  which  has  proved  fatal 
to  many  People. 

T o  defcribe  a  confirmed  Afcites,  is  no  more 
than  to  fet  the  foregoing  in  a  clear  Light. 

The  Third;  is  more  intenfe,  Urine  lefs  in 
Quantity,  higher  coloured,  coming  near  to 
the  Water  made  in  a  Jaundice ;  Shortnefs  of 
Breath  to  that  Degree,  that  there  is  no  lying 
down  in  Bed  ;  an  Inability  to  all  Motion ;  a 
total  Lofs  of  Appetite ;  loofe  Stools  frequent, 
but  in  fmall  Quantities.  The  Legs,  Thighs, 
and  all  Parts  of  the  Body,  are  full  of  Water  ; 
which,  with  the  Addition  of  a  fympto- 
matical  Jaundice,  make  up  the  frightful 
and  mercilefs  Retinue  that  attend  this  great 
Evil. 

After  all,  I  fhall  venture  to  fay,  That 
let  me  but  come  to  People  as  early  in  this 
Diftemper,  as  they  generally  apply  for  Relief 
from  other  Phyficians,  and  it  fhall  be  cured 
with  as  much  Certainty  as  any  other  Gentle- 

C  3  mm 
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man  may  cure  a  Diftemper  he  thinks  himfelf 

moft  Mafter  of. - 1  am  furpriz’d  that  th» 

Paracentefis,  or  Tap,  fliould  be  fo  frequently 
ufed  in  this  fatal  Difeafe.  —  I  lhould  be  glad 
to  know  if  one  in  five  hundred  has  been  cured 
by  it. —  It  rather  confirms  the  Difeafe,  and 
often  renders  it  incurable,  while  the  poor  Pa¬ 
tient’s  Life  is  pro  traded  in  Mifery  and  Dif- 
pair  ;  fo  that  it  may  well  be  faid, 

Graviora  morbis  patimur  Remediat 
Nec  vita  tanti  eft,  vivere  ut  ftoffts,  mori. 

Such  Aids  new  Fuel  to  your  Fain  fupply. 
Who  values  Life ,  if  he  muft  hourly  die  ? 


7he  Tympany,  Tympanites. 

ANOTHER  Species  of  Dropfy,  to 

which  the  Fair  Sex  are  only  liable,  , 
proceeds  from  their  frequent  Mifcarriages  1 
and  hard  Labours :  Befides,  as  they  are  of  a 
much  finer  Texture  of  Body  than  Men,  they 
are  more  fubjed  to  the  Paffions  of  the  Mind, 
which  have  often  been  the  Caufe  of  this 
Diftemper. 


This 
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This  is  part  Wind,  part  Water,  fwelling 
the  Abdomen,  or  Belly,  only.  The  Mufcles 
wafte  fo  in  this  Difeafe,  that  the  Patient  be¬ 
comes  a  meer  Skeleton,  with  Lofs  of  Appe¬ 
tite  ;  Thirft,  but  in  a  more  remifs  Degree 
than  in  the  Afcites ;  Urine  in  final!  Quanti¬ 
ties,  but  often  of  a  healthy  Colour. —  This 
may  be  cured  pretty  much  in  the  fame  Way 
with  the  Afcites. 


Anasarca. 

HIS  is  another  Species  of  Dropfy, 


-*■  plainly  differing  from  the  Afcites  and 
Tympany.  The  Symptoms  are  vaftly  more 
unfettled  :  The  Swellings  in  the  two  former 
are  fix’d ;  in  this  they  very  often  fhift,  and 
for  the  moft  Part  affedt  only  the  Mufcles. 
As  for  Example :  The  Patient  lhall  fwell  on 
one  Side  of  the  Body ;  and  in  a  ihort  Time 
the  Tumor  lhall  quit  that  Part,  and  appear 
on  the  other  Side  of  the  Body  ;  and  in  like 
Manner  fhift  from  one  Thigh,  Leg,  or  Arm, 
to  the  other. 

This  Difeafe  is  not  fo  common  as  the 
Afcites  or  Tympany,  and  is  much  eafier 


cured 
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cured.  Yet  Mr.  Towne ,  one  of  the  Kings 
Gardiners,  died  of  it  under  Dr.  Radcliff’s 
Care.  —  A  Gentleman  carried  me  to  that 
unfortunate  Man  ;  but  the  Doctor  was  fq 
confident  of  faving  him  by  the  wonderful 
Panacea  Bliflers,  that  I  was  not  Mend  to. 
The  BJilters,  inftead  of  proving  Remedies, 
qnlygave  the  Patient  Pain,  without  affording 
him  any  Help ;  fo  that  in  a  lliort  Time  after 
he  died. 

t  * 

a  Take  Steel  prepared  with  Sulphur  and 
a  crude  Antimony,  each  one  Ounce,  Diagri- 
a  dium  four  Ounces  :  Make  a  fine  Powder 
“  of  thefe  ;  then  add  as  much  of  any  Syrup 
<c  as  will  make  a  foft  Eledtuary.  - — - — - 
Take  a  large  Spoonful  at  Night  going  to 
cf  Bed,  aqd  another  in  the  Morning,  ftirring 
a  it  well  from  the  Bottom,  increafing  or  lef- 
cf  fcning  the  Dole  as  you  fee  Occafion. — — 
“  For  if  one  Spoonful,  taken  over  Night, 
^  brings  away  two  or  three  Quarts,  it  need 
not  be  repeated  in  the  Morning.  — — 
a  You  muft  not  drink  during  the  Opera- 
a  tion  of  this  Phyfick,  as  in  other  Purges  ; 
“  for  if  you  pour  in  too  much  Liquor,  it 
#  will  4^oy  the  End  of  Purging,  and  you 

will 
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“  will  find  your  felf  juft  where  you 
“  were.” 

When  your  Waters  are  off^  you  may  re¬ 
peat  your  Purge  once  in  four  or  five  Days ; 
then  once  a  Week,  and  fo  on  to  once  a  Fort¬ 
night,  and  once  a  Month,  till  your  Blood 
has  recover’d  its  due  Tone. 

You  mull  avoid  all  Spoon-Meats,  Fruits, 
and  Garden-Stuff,  of  what  Kind  foever.  — 
And  be  fure  not  to  exceed  a  Pint  and  a  half 
of  Liquor  in  twenty-four  Hours  ;  for  if  you 
drink,  your  Thirft  will  never  abate.  By  this 
Method,  and  God’s  Blelfing,  I  have  cured 
Hundreds  in  my  Time. 

This  Method  will  lerve  either  in  a  Tym¬ 
pany  or  Anafarca. 

Several  Phyficians,  I  have  been  inform’d, 
have  made  great  Objections  to  the  Prefcfip- 
tion  I  have  let  down  for  the  Cure  of  this  Dis¬ 
temper,  and  are  pleafed  to  affirm  at  Random, 
That  one  Dole  which  I  have  prefcribed  would 
infallibly  be  the  Death  of  any  Patient.  Now 
I  will  take  upon  me  to  affirm,  That  I  have 
often  given  it  in  much  larger  .Quantities  ; 
and  that  it  has  been  lo  far  from  being  at¬ 
tended  with  any  ill  Conlequences,  that  it 

' .  '  has 
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has  produced  all  the  good  Effeds  to  be 
defired. 

It  is  a  very  great  Hardihip,  that  I  mull 
be  fubjed  to  the  Caprice  of  every  Pretender 
to  Phyfick :  If  I  have  already  prefcribed  any 
Thing  that  is  dangerous  to  Mankind,  let  the 
College  of  Phyficians  call  me  to  an  Account 
for  it. 

I  do  not  know  what  Obfervations  the 
Gentlemen  of  our  Faculty  have  made  ;  but 
I  affirm,  That  an  Hydropical  Patient  will 
difpenfe  with  Phyfick,  that  has  at  leaft  treble 
the  Strength  of  what  is  given  in  any  other 
Diftetnper. 

Upon  thofe  Days,  when  the  Patient  does 
not  take  a  Purge,  I  prefcribe  one  Dram  of 
common  Nitre,  made  into  a  Bolus  with  a 
Conferve  of  Hips,  to  be  taken  Morning  and 
Night.  This  will  very  much  abate  his 
Thirft,  and  probably  provoke  Urine. 


r 


Diabetes, 
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Diabetes. 

HIS  is  a  very  fatal  Difeafe,  but  rarely 


feen  ;  yet  in  one  Day  I  was  called  to 
two  Patients  that  were  afflided  with  it.  — 
Rherms  fays,  He  never  law  more  than  one 
Perfon  labour  under  this  Diftemper,  in  all 
his  Practice. 

It  arifes  from  breaking  the  Compages  or 
Tenor  of  the  Blood. 

The  Defcription  follows  :  ’Tis  attended 
with  a  fmall  Fever,  Lois  of  Appetite,  intenfe 
Third;,  a  great  Dejedion  of  the  Animal  Spi¬ 
rits,  profufe  Quantities  of  Urine  of  a  Violet 
Scent,  with  a  thin  oily  Subftance  fwimming 
on  the  Surface  of  it.  When  all  thefe  Symp¬ 
toms  meet,  they  conftitute  this  Diftemper. 

The  fort  of  Water  defcribed,  is  very 
common  in  what  Phyficians  call  Scorbutick 
Cafes.  — ■  Upon  which,  after  the  Learned 
Dr.  tVills  has  made  a  very  long  Harangue 
about  hot  Scurvy  and  cold  Scurvy,  I  mull; 
own  my  Capacity  too  weak  to  comprehend 
his  Meaning  ;  nor  do  I  believe  the  Difeafe 
owed  its  name  to  any  Thing,  but  that  when 


the 
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the  Phyfidans  met  with  a  Diftemper  they 
knew  little  of,  they  called  it  a  [curvy 
one. 

One  Mr.  Jonathan  Keate ,  fome  Time 
after  Surgeon  to  the  Hofpital  at  Kings 
"Town  in  Jamaica ,  was  fo  far  gone  in  a 
Diabetes,  that  he  was  not  able  to  get  out  of 
his  Cabin.  —  I  was  on  board  with  fome 
Company,  who  told  me  the  Surgeon  of  the 
Ship  lay  dangeroufly  ill,  and  defired  to  fee 
me.  —  I  foon  perceiv'd  his  Diftemper,  and 
lent  him  from  Shore  what  I  thought  proper. 
In  three  or  four  Days,  he  came  to  Tort - 
Royal ,  to  return  Thanks  for  the  great  Ser¬ 
vice  I  had  done  him.  He  did,  as  we  fay, 
fancratice  valere ,  and  fo  continued. —  This 
is  more  than  forty  Years  fmce.  —  About 
twenty  Years  fince,  I  law  him  in  Town,  he 
lodged  in  St.  Martin  s-Lane^  and  was  then 
juft  come  from  Barcelona . 

I  shall  only  give  one  Inftance  or  two 
more :  A  Perfon  recommended  to  me  by  his 
Grace  the  late  Duke  of  Richmond ,  was  lb 
weak  in  this  Diftemper,  that  he  could  hardly 
Hand. —  I  order  d  him  ten  Days  after  to  meet 
me  at  the  Duke's,  which  he  accordingly  did  ; 

and 
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and  gave  his  GraceThanks  for  being  perfe&ly 
recover’d.  He  lived  on  Tower-Hill ;  and,  if 
I  miftake  not,  was  an  Houfe-Carpenter,  but 
I  have  forgot  his  Name. 

A  Letter  from  Dr.  Campbell® 

*■  “■  j» 

Dear  Doctor, 

I  Was  laft  Night  at  your  Lodgings,  as  I 
came  from  the  Country,  to  pay  my  Re- 
fpe&s  to  you.  I  can  now  tell  you  my  Thirft 
is  quite  gone,  and  I  think  the  Diabetes  with 
it ;  could  you  do  me  the  Honour  to  eat 
Poor  Jack  with  me  To-morrow,  I’ll  pro¬ 
vide  for  you  at  Two  o’Clock,  whereby 
you’ll  extreamly  oblige, 

S  I  R, 

*  . 

Tour  rnojl  Obedient , 
Bed/ord-Street.  Humble  Servant, 

James  Campbell. 

N.B.  This  Diftemper  he  labour’d  under 
feveral  Years,  and  the  Cure  was  per¬ 
form’d  in  fix  Days. 


There 
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There  needs  nothing  more  to  be  done 
for  the  Cure  of  this  Difeafe,  which  has  hither¬ 
to  puzzled  Phyftcians  in  all  Ages,  than  to 
drink  a  quarter  of  a  Pint  of  Allom  Poflet- 
Drink,  firft  and  laft,  made  as  flrong  as  your 
Stomach  will  bear  it.  —  This  I  have  expe¬ 
rience  lor  Forty-five  Years,  and  do  not  re¬ 
member  that  it  ever  failed. 

Consumption,  or  Phtifis. 

i  ' 

HP  HOUGH  this  be  a  Chronical  Difeafe, 
■*“  it  is  alfo  inflammatory  ;  and  I  know  of 
no  other  Chronical  Diftemper  that  is  fo. 

It  begins  with  a  violent  Cough,  and  is 
always  attended  with  an  inflarhed  Mafs  of 
Blood,  except  in  convulfive  Cafes  :  And  as 
the  Lungs  are  all  Bronchia,  or  little  Air- 
Bladders  of  the  Afpera  Arteria,  when  we  in- 
fpire  the  inflamed  Part,  or  what  we  fee  on  the 
Top  of  the  Blood,  which  the  Phyficians  term 
Pleuritical,  is  Brained  from  the  Mafs,  which 
being  Sett  in  thofe  Air-Bladders ,  occafions  a 
great  Shortnefs  of  Breath,  till  by  violent 
Coughing,  or  frequent  Succeffions  of  the 
Lungs,  it  is  brought  off.  —  If  this  Matter 

continues. 
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continues,  it  inflames  the  Lungs,  till  at  laft 
they  are  impofthumated ;  and  then  the  Pa¬ 
tient’s  Cafe  becomes  defperate. 

This  Difeafe  commonly  proceeds  from 
Cold ;  which  increafmg,  the  Patient  com¬ 
plains  firft  of  a  great  Sorenefs  in  his  Breaft, 
Difficulty  of  Breathing,  Lofs  of  Appetite,  a 
great  Heat  and  Drinefs  in  the  Palms  of  his 
Hands,  with  frequent  and  hidden  Flulhings 
in  the  Face;  according  to  that  of  Hipocrates; 
Rubor  pert  max  £!>  faturatus  in  Genis  pul- 
monem  indicat  inflammatum. 

As  this  Difeafe  gathers  Strength,  colli- 
quating  Sweats  come  on  towards  Morning; 
then  a  Diarrhasa  or  Loofenels  ;  the  Fingers- 
Ends  are  fwelled,  and  a  few  Days  before 
Death,  the  Legs  fwell,  which  is  the  laft 
Symptom.  ■  . ' 

The  good  Dr.  Sydenham  wonderfully 
commends  Riding  in  this  Diftemper  ;  and 
he  fays,  “  Hoc  Janet e  ajjero ,  quod  neque 
mercurius  in  Lite  Venerea  neque  Cortex 
Teruvianus  in  intermittentibus  ejficacio- 
“  res  extent  quam  in  'Thtifi  curanda  exerci- 
“  tium  jam  laudatum.  —  Speaking  of  Ri- 
“  ding,  Modo  ager  curet  ut  linteamina  leSti 
“  fint  probe  arefatta,  <atqu&.  etiam  ut  fatis 
“  longa  Itinera  emetiatiir.J 

But, 


[  32  ] 

But*  with  Deference  to  my  old  Friend'S 
Judgment,  I  have  known  frequent  Bleeding 
in  fmall  Quantities,  do  more  good  than  Ri¬ 
ding.  I  ihall  fet  down  one  Cafe,  of  which 
any  Perfon  may  fatisfy  himfelf. 

A  Nephew  of  Sir  George  Cafwaffs^ 
whofe  Lungs  were  moft  apparently  impoft- 
humated,  from  the  corrupt  and  foetid  Mat¬ 
ter  that  proceeded  from  them,  and  thofe  col- 
lequating  Sweats,  with  a  Diarrhea,  or  Loofe- 
nefs,  and  brought  up  large  Quantities  of 
Blood  every  Day,  almoft  equal  to  a  Vomica 
*Pulmomm . 

His  Mufcles  were  alrnoft  intirely  wafted; 
and  fo  very  weak,  that  he  could  hardly  walk 
alone.  I  order'd  him  to  bleed  every  other  : 
Day.  ■—  He  fbori  vifibly  grew  better.  ~ 

I  lent  him  to  the  Cold  Bath  ;  which  he  ufed 
to  very  great  Advantage  •;  fo  that  he  foon 
grew  healthy  and  ftron'g,  and  fuller  of  Fielh 
than  ever®* 

When  Mr.  5 Pettit  blooded  him,  he  would  i 
often  fay,  he  could  not  poffibly  live  four  and 
twenty  Flours. 

As  this  is  an  inflammatory  Difeafe,  all  Me¬ 
thods  of  Cure  ought  to  be  avoided,  except 
fuch  as  abate  the  Inflammation ;  which  I  may 

venture 
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Venture  to  fay,  is  ufually  increafed  by  the 
Vafi  Quantities  of  Oils  and  Syrups  prefc-ribed* 
And  this  is  the  chief  Reafon  that  Ph-yficiaflS 
have  had  io  httle  Succels  in  Corilumptions1. 
Xiiv  V  allow  the  Patient  to  ufe  a  ftreogthen- 
ing  Diet,  and  indulge  him  too  much  with 
Wines,  Gravies,  and  the  like,  contrary  to  a 
known  Maxim  in  Phyfick.  — —  Impura  cor- ■ 
£ora ,  quo  plus  nut  vies ,  eo  tnagis  l$des« 

■  Another  Caufe  of  Confumptions  is  from 
an  Empyema,  which  is  an  Impofthumation  on 
the  Pleura ;  as  when  Pleurifies  or  Perlpneu** 
monies  are  not  blooded  off,  as  long  as  any 
poignant  or  -(hooting  Pains  remain,  there  is 
an  infallible  Indication  for  Bleeding.  5Twas 
faid,  the  Lord  Sunderland  could  not  die  for 
want  of  Bleeding,  having  loft  JSeventy  Oun¬ 
ces  ;  W  hereas  my  next  Door  Neighbour  had 
a  Servant  leiz’d  with  a  Pleurily,  who  loft  two 
hundred  and  ftxty  Ounces  of  Blood  before 
his  Pain  left  him. - -  This 'Mi xTyle,  a 

very  honeft  and  eminent  Surgeon,  will 
atteft. 

The  Marn  fince  enjoys  a  perfect  State  of 
Health. 

One  b  Ir.  William  Mafters ,  an  eminent 
Suigeon  r^t  Evejham ,  in  Wore  eft erjhire7  was 

•  D  '  '  fc 
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lb  far  gone  in  a  Confumption,  that  he  was 
not  able  to  ftand  alone.  I  advifed  him  by 
ail  means  to  lofe  fix  Ounces  of  Blood  every 
Day  for  a  Fortnight,  if  he  lived  fo  long  ; 
then  every  other  Day,  then  every  third  Day, 
and  fifth  Day  for  the  fame  time.  This  was 
in  the  Month  of  November.  The  March 
following,  he  rode  from  Evejham  to  Briflol 
in  one  Day,  which  is  forty-feven  long  Miles, 
to  give  me  Thanks  for  his  Recovery.  — 
He  lived  many  Years  after.  His  Relations 
all  died  in  Confumptions.  This  was  the  firft 
Experiment  I  made  of  Bleeding  in  this 
Difeafe,  and  have  cured  many  fince  by  the 
fame  Method. 

One  Ambrofe  Clark ,  a  Servant  to  Sir  John 
Dutton  of  Sherbourn  in  Gloucefterjhirey 
was  fo  very  weak  in  a  Confumption,  that 
they  entirely  defpaired  of  his  Life.  He  was 
blooded  at  leaft  fifty  times  ;  arid  in  a  fliort 
time  recover’d  fo  very  well,  th  at  he  enjoys 

a  better  State  of  Health  than  river  he  did 
before. 

“  Take  Annifeeds  finely  powc  ler’d,  Saf- 
“  Jron  Steel,  each  half  an  Oun  ce,  made 
*n£o  PillsJ  with  Lucatettds  Balfa  m  ;  take 

“  five 
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«  five  of  thefe  every  Morning,  and  at  five 
«  Clock  in  the  Afternoon,  drinking  a  large 
“  Draught  of  Water  acidulated  with  Myn* 
“Jicht’s  Elixir  of  Vitriol. — After  each  Dole, 
“  Riding  is  of  lingular  Ufe,  and  Cold- 
“  bathing  ;  but  above  all,  frequent  bleeding 
“  in  finall  Quantities :  For,  as  is  before  ob- 
“  ferv’d,  whatever  keeps  the  Lungs  cool,  is 
“  the  only  way  to  cure  Confumptions  5  and 
“  I  have'  of  late  experienced,  that  Quick- 
“  filver  is  the  molt  beneficial  Thing  in  all 
“  the  World  for  the  Lungs,  taking  one 
“  Ounce  every  Morning.” 

-t  ' 

Asthma. 

F  this  there  are  two  Species  ;  the  one 
^  convulfive,  the  other  proceeding  from 
a  foul  Mals  of  Blood. 

„■  t 

1  '  '—’’I " '  ■ 

Thefe  are  not  hard  to  be  diftinguilh’d  5 
The  convulfive  generally  has  its  Paroxilfns, 
or  Fits  ;  and  though  you  may  cough  with 
greater  Violence,  and  find  a  much  greater 
Difficulty  of  Breathing,  though  you  fpit  on¬ 
ly  a  frothy  Subftance,  yet  when  the  Paroxiftn 
is  over,  the  Patient  finds  mot  much  Dif- 
order. 

.  ^  '  p  %  *  Take 


u  Take  Caftor  one  Dram,  Salt  of  Steel 
<£  half  a  Dram,  made  into  very  (mall  Pills, 
u  with  extract  of  Rue :  Thefe  you  may  take 
u  every  Hour,  till  the  Convulfion  is  abated, 
a  drinking  three  Spoonfuls  of  the  following 
“  Julep  aiter  each  Dofe.  —  Take  of  Black- 
“  Cherry  and  Penny-Royal  Water,  each 
“  an  Ounce  ;  of  Rue  and  compound  Brony 
“  Waters,  each  four  Ounces,  with  a  finall 
“  Quantity  of  Sugar,  made  into  a  Julep. 
a  - —  Or  a  Toad  dried  and  powdered,  made 
“  into  Pills,  and  taken  as  above,  is  a  moll 
tc  excellent  Remedy.  —  But  we  are  fo  wife 
u  as  to  take  it  for  granted,  that  a  Toad  is  a 
“  very  poii'bnous  Animal :  Our  Mothers  in- 
“  full  into  us  fuch  an  AverfiGn  againft  the  * 

41  poor  innocent  and  harmlefs  Creature,  that 
<£  whenever  we  fee  him,  moft  certainly  he 
“  is  Honed  to  Death  :  Whereas,  rightly 
“  confidered,  he  is  a  very  great  Bleffing  be- 
“  fro  wed  on  Mankind.”  J 


In  a  fanguinary  Afthma,  or  what  proceeds 
from  a  foul  Mals  of  Blood,  the  Patient  is 
feldom  free  ;  though  at  fome  times  much 
better  than  others.  As  when  the  Winds  are 
Eafterly,  the  Patient  loon  finds  a  fenfible 

Altera- 
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Alteration  for  the  worfe.  —  Nay,  I  have 
been  told,  by  thole  that  keep  their  Beds,  that 
they  have  been  fenfible,  in  a  few  Minutes, 
when  the  Wind  has  mifted  to  the  Eaft ;  they 
cough,  and  fpit  a  digefted  Matter. 

This  Difeafe  rarely  feizes  People  before 
they  are  of  an  advanced  Age  ;  which  is  the 
Redon  it  does  not  caufe  Confumptions  ;  for 
the  ‘Parenchpna ,  cr  Subftance  of  the  Lungs 
is  then  grown  fo  very  hard,  that  it  rarely 
admits  of  Putrefaction.  —  The  Cure  of  this 
laft  Afthma  does  not  much  vary  from  that 
in  Confumptions. 

When  it  proceeds  from  a  foul  Mafs  of 
Blood,  it  ought  to  be  treated  as  in  a  Con- 
fumption  ;  only  purge  once  or  twice  a 
Week,  with  the  Purge  let  down  in  the  Gout. 

In  the  removing  of  this  Difeafe,  I  don’t 
remember  an  Inftance  of  my  failing  in  the 
Cure  of  any  Perfon  who  has  apply ’d  to  me 
for  Relief.  — *  I  make  ufe  of  this  eafy  Re¬ 
medy  : 

“  An  Ounce  of  Quickfilver  every  Day, 
“  to  be  taken  at  what  Hour  the  Patient 
“  pleafes,  and  a  Spoonful  of  the  Gas  of  Sul- 
“  phur,  in  a  large  Draught  of  Spring- water, 

D  3  “at 
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[■; «  at  Five  o’Clock  in  the  Afternoon,  and  at 
iff  Bed- time.” 

But  I  have  a  Pill  and  Drops,  which  fome 
Years  fince  I  have  found  out,  taking  one 
Pitt  at  Night,  and  another  in  the  Morning, 
twice  a  Week,  and  by  taking  fifteen  or 
twenty  of  the  Drops  in  a  Quarter  of  a  Pint 
of  Spring-water  about  Five  o’Clock  in  the 
Afternoon,  and  at  Bed-time,  with  the  help 
of  Quickfdver,  I  have  found  by  Experience, 
to  exceed  all  other  Methods  of  curing  this 
Pifeafe. 


BxtraEt  of  a  Letter  from 
Captain  H  a  rr  v  Colt. 

IN  the  Year  i 7 zo,  by  taking  Cold,  fome 
time  after  I  was  feiz’d  with  a  violent 
Cough  and  Shortnefs  of  Breath,  which  re¬ 
duced  me  to  a  low  and  very  w'eak  Condi¬ 
tion  ;  I  chiefly  lived,  by  the  Dodtor’s  Di- 
Fedlion,  on  Afles  Milk,  Syrup  of  Snails,  and 
fuch  Stuffy  and  continually  taking  of  other 
Medicines  1  1  went  to  the  Hot-Well  at 

Briflol 5, 


Briftol,  where  by  drinking  thofe  Waters,  I 
found  great  Benefit,  but  returning  to  Lon* 
don ,  I  grew  much  worfe  ;  I  join’d  another 
Phyfician  to  my  firft,  but  grew  worfe  and 
worfe,  and  thus  I  continued  in  a  declining 
Way,  for  ten  or  eleven  Years.  About  the 
Year  1730,  I  was  feiz’d  with  the  Gout, 
join’d  with  my  Afthma,  fo  that  I  defpaired 
getting  any  Relief ;  but  hearing  of  a  Book 
juft  publifh’d,  entitled,  The  Ancient  Bhyji- 
dans  Legacy  to  his.  Country,  written  by 
Dr.  Dover,  which  made  a  great  Node  in 
London ,  and  was  the  Subject  almoft  of  every 
Coffee-Houfe,  and  feeing  feveral  Pamphlets 
daily  advertis’d  and  wrote  againft  it  by  fome 
of  the  Faculty,  I  refolved  to  buy  it;  and  find¬ 
ing  great  Encomiums  on  the  Virtue  and  Power 
of  Quickfilver,  I  defired  to  know  of  my  Doc¬ 
tors,  if  I  might  not  take  it  ?  They  faid,  ■ 
they  could  not  juftify  to  prefcribe  it,  for 
that  the  Way  Do&or  Dover  had  ordered, 
it  was  intirely  new  to  them.  The  great  Ex¬ 
pence  I  had  been  at,  of  feveral  Hundred 
Pounds,  without  any  Relief,  made  me  re- 
folve  to  fend  for  Dodtor  Dover,  when  I 
had  a  violent  Fit  of  the  Gout  upon  me  :  He 
told  me  the  Dodtors  had  miftaken  my  Cafe, 

D  4  for 
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for  that  my  Afthma  was  wholly  Nervous, 
but  to  relieve  me  of  the  Pain  of  the  Gout,  he 
order’d  me  to  apply  a  raw  lean  Beef  Stake  to 
my  gouty  Foot,  which  gave  me  feven  Hours 
Reft,  and  took  oft'  the  Anguilh,  and  Pain, 
and  Swelling;  walking  upon  it  the  next  Day, 
it  fwell’d  again,  I  repeated  the  Stake,  and 
in  three  or  four  Days  the  Gout  left  me  ; 
’tis  almoft  incredible  what  a  Quantity  of 
watry  Matter  came  from  my  Foot ;  I  then 
began  to  take  Quickfilver,  about  an  Ounce 
every  Day,  fome  Drops  at  certain  times, 
and  fome  times  a  Pill  or  two.  I  now  began 
to  enjoy  the  Comforts  of  Health,  at  a  very 
trifling  Expence,  except  the  Quickfilver,  of 
which  I  verily  believe  I  have  taken  an  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  Pounds  weight,  without 
the  leaft  Regard  to  what  I  eat  or  drank,  this 
is  about  Nine  Years  fmce.  Once  in  a  Year 
or  two  I  have  a  final!  Remembrance  of  the 
Gout,  but  not  to  that  degree  as  to  break 
me  of  one  Moments  Reft  ;  I  walk  about 
with  a  ftrait  Shoe,  and  at  three  or  four 
Days  at  the  fartheft,  it  intirely  goes  off! 
Dr.  Dover  order’d  me  to  go  to  the  Cold 
Bath,  tho'  I  was  forbid  it  on  any  Score,  as 
jjeing  fudden  Death,  my  Lungs  being  af¬ 
fected 
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fe&ed  ;  however,  the  next  Morning  I  went 
in,  and  fo  did  for  twenty-one  Mornings  to¬ 
gether,  taking  the  Quickfilver  ;  I  never 
found  any  ill  Confequence  by  it,  and  I  have 

known  feveral  to  have  done  the  like  with 

■» 

great  Succefs.  I  thank  God,  I  believe 
very  few  People  enjoy  a  better  State  of 
Health,  than  I  do  at  this  prefent. 

H.  Colt. 


I  lately  receiv’d  aLetter  from  a  Patient, 
who,  for  the  Good  and  Benefit  of  Sufferers 
in  her  Diforder,  defires  I  will  make  it  pub- 
lick  ;  which  the  Reader  may  pleale  to  take 
in  her  own  Words  following  : 

SIR, 

Have  the  Pleafure  and  Happinefs  to  in- 
J.  form  you,  that  I  am  in  all  Appearance 
quite  cur’d  of  my  Afthma  ;  which  had  fo 
grievoufly  aiflidted  me  for  three  Years  to¬ 
gether. 

I  do  net  perceive  the  leaft  remaining 
Symptom  of  it,  tho’  this  is  one  of  the 

Months 
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Months  in  which  my  Shortnefs  of  Breath 
us’d  to  be  at  the  worth  The  prefent  Health 
I  enjoy,  compar’d  with  the  Memory  I  ftiil 
retain  of  my  almoft  infupportable  Afthma, 
is  fo  joyful  a  Change  to  me,  that  it  would 
be  the  greateft  Ingratitude  Ihould  I  longer 
delay  to  return  you  myTlianks  and  Acknow¬ 
ledgements,  who  under  God  has  been  the 
Reftorer  of  my  Health,  even  beyond  what 
I  thought  poflible,  or  could  have  any  Reafon 
to  hope  for. 

I  here  lend  you  the  true  State  of  my  111- 
nefs,  which  I  defire  may  be  publifn’d,  to 
the  end  that  thole  whole  Unhappinefs  it  is 
to  have  this  terrible  Diftemper,  may,  by 
reading  what  you  have  done  for  me,  be  en¬ 
courag’d  to  try  the  fame  Advice  and  Reme¬ 
dies  ;  which  if  they  do,  and  take  the  lame 
Care  of  Air  and  Exercile  I  have  done,  they 
may  fafely  promife  themfelves  the  fame  Sue- 
cels. 

Surprize  and  Grief  for  the  Misfor¬ 
tunes  and  Troubles  of  a  near  Relation, 
was  the  ftrjft  Occafion  of  my  Afthma, 
which  was  afterwards  confirm’d  by  fre¬ 
quent  Colds. 

•  ‘  '  '  M x 
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Mv  Complaint  was  a  Shortnefs  of  Breath, 
which  would  not  fuffer  me  to  lie  down  in 
my  Bed  without  Fear  of  being  fuffocated, 
tho’  I  had  four  Pillows  for  my  Head.  I 
had  great  Quantities  of  Wind  in  my  Sto¬ 
mach,  which  gave  me  violent  Cholicky 
Pains,  and  was  occafion'd,  as  I  fuppofe,  for 
want  of  Food,  my  Illnefs  differing  me  to 
take  very  little.  I  had  always  more  or  left 
of  a  Fever  upon  me,  and  great  Pains  in  my 
Bowels.  I  brought  up  great  Quantities  of 
Phlegm  by  {pitting ;  fometimes  it  was  frothy, 
but  for  the  moll  Part  thick  and  fizey.  Of 
thefe  Sorts,  putting  the  Day  and  Night  to¬ 
gether,  I  brought  up  by  Coughing  above  a 
Quart  a  Day  ;  oftner  near  two  Quarts :  And 
during  thefe  three  Years  Illnefs,  -  it  has  been 
computed  that  I  cough’d  up  above  eleven 
Hundred  Quarts ;  and  I  am  told  that  this 
Computation,  which  appears  ftrange  even 
to  me  myfelf,  is  yet  confiderably  within 
Compafs. 

It  was  not  one  Night  in  four  that  I  could 
get  the  lead;  Reft :  I  generally  rofe  as  I  went 
to  Bed,  having  pafs’d  the  whole  Night  in 
Coughing.  My  Days  were  the  fame.  So 
that  with  want  of  Reft,  often  taking  Phy- 

fick ' 
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fick  to.no  Purpofe,  an  Ifiue  cut  in  my  Arm, 
Vomits,  frequent  Bleedings,  and  no  Appe¬ 
tite,  violent  Strainings  with  my  continual 
Cough,  and  want  of  Breath  and  Strength 
to  go  through  with  it,  had  reduc’d  me  ex¬ 
tremely,  and  brought  me  fo  low  that  I  was 
fcarce  able  to  (land,  and  but  very  feldom 
had  Strengh  to  crofs  my  Room. 

I  have  often,  in  the  Extremity  of  my 
Illnefs,  been  within  a  few  Moments  of 
Death  to  all  outward  Appearance  ;  but  Hill, 
by  Change  of  Air,  it  has  pleafed  God  to 
abate  the  Violence  of  my  Diftemper. 

I  had  the  Advice  of  two  Phyficians,  both 
Gentlemen  of  Character,  and  eminent  in 
their  Profeffions,  and  my  removing  to  dif¬ 
ferent  Airs,  occafioned  my  having  three 
Apothecaries,  who  I  took  Care  to  chufe 
for  their  Character  and  Experience  ;  yet  all 
that  could  be  done  for  me  was  the  Abate¬ 
ment  of  the  Violence  of  my  Illnefs  for  a 
Day,  for  the  next  Day  it  ftill  returned  as 
bad  as  ever.  The  little  that  fupported  me 
was  Chocolate.  I  drank  a  great  deal  of 
Water,  for  my  continual  Fever  made  me 
dry.  In  the  Severity  of  one  of  the  Winters 
I  was  perfuaded  to  drink  a  little  Wine  ;  I 

took 
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took  about  half  a  Wine  Glafs,  but  it  catch’d 
my  Breath  To,  that  I  paid  dearly  for  it.  I 
took,  on  my  own  Head,  to  the  Eating  of 
Seville  Oranges,  hoping  they  would  bring 
up  the  Phlegm,  without  thofe  violent 
Coughs,  which  wore  me  out :  This  in  a 
good  Meafure  fucceeded,  fo  that  in  the  Day 
and  Night  together,  I  eat  feven  or  eight, 
and  kept  to  them  a  whole  Winter ;  but  at 
laft,  I  could  not  eat  them  any  longer  ;  and 
though  they  had  eafed  my  Cough,  yet  had 
no  way  advanced  to  a  Cure. 

So  that  my  Weaknefs  ftill  grew  upon  me 
daily  ;  infomuch,  that  juft  before  I  Pent  to 
you,  Sir,  I  had  been  told,  no  more  could 
be  done  for  me.  Your  firft  Viftt  to  me  was 
on  the  firft  of  June,  1737.  I  believe  that 
I  was  fo  far  gone,  that  you  yourfclf  did  not 
expeCt  to  recover  me  ;  yet,  by  the  taking 
of  Quickfilver,  by  your  Directions,  it  was 
effected.  I  began  with  one  Ounce  and  a 
Quarter,  and  which  I  continu’d  to  take 
daily  till  September  ;  I  took  it  after  Break- 
faft ;  and  this,  with  your  other  Remedies, 
reftor’d  -me  to  Reft,  to  Appetite,  and  to 
Strength :  Infomuch,  that  in  a  Fortnight 
I  could  walk  in  the  Fields  for  two  Hours  a 

Day; 
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Day ;  and  in  fix  Weeks  time  walk’d  to 
Hampftead-Heath ,  walk’d  fome  time  on  it, 
and  back  again  to  my  Lodgings  near  Ca-ven- 
diJb-Square ,  and  continu’d  all  the  remaining 
Part  of  the  Summer  fuch  fort  of  Walks, 
when  the  Weather  would  permit.  I  found 
great  Advantage  by  thefe  Walks  ;  they 
clear’d  my  Lungs,  and  alfifted  my  Medi¬ 
cines,  but  {till  it  was  my  Quickfilver  and 
Drops  that  gave  me  Strength  and  Breath 
to  walk. 

Finding  myfelf  perfectly  well,  I  difcon- 
tinu’d  my  Quickfilver  and  Drops  in  Sep¬ 
tember  ^  as  above  obferv’d  ;  but  in  the  Win¬ 
ter,  coming  into  Town,  and  catching  a 

great  Cold,  I  was  glad  to  return  to  them 
again  ;  and  though  I  had  great  Benefit  by 
them,  yet  I  could  not  entirely  get  rid  of 
my  Illnels  till  in  the  Summer  I  return’d  to 
a  clear  Air,  and  walking.  I  am  to  far  im¬ 
prov’d  in  my  Strength  this  Summer,  that 
my  common  Walks  have  been  five  Miles, 
and  five  Miles  back  again  ;  this,  with  the 
Quickfilver  and  Drops,  has  reftor’d  me  to 
perfect  Health.  I  have  not  taken  any 
Quickfilver,  or  any  other  Medicine,  thefe 
fix  Months  paft.  I  have  no  Apprehenfion 

of 
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of  my  Illnefs  returning,  for  which  I  once 
more  beg  Leave  to  return  you  my  moft 
grateful  Thanks  for  my  prefent  happy 
State  of  Health,  which,  under  the  Bleffing 
of  God,  was  entirely  owing  to  you.  I  am. 


From  my  Lodgings,  at 
the  Three  Nuns  next 
Somerfet-Houfe ,  N<ov* 
6,  1738. 


SIR , 

Tour  moft  obliged 
Humble  Servant, 


To  Dr.  Dover. 


Katherine  Hood. 


SIR, 

"IT  is  with  equal  Pleafure  and  Gratitude, 
J.  that  I  can  now  inform  you,  I  enjoy  a 
tolerable  good  State  of  Health,  compared 
with  the  miferable  Condition  you  found  me 
in,  when  I  fent  for,  and  confulted  you  in 
February  laft. 

I  was  then  in  continual  Pain  (elpecially 
when  in  Bed)  fo  that  I  could  not  fleep  an 
Hour  in  a  Night  for  near  twelve  Months 
paft,  even  with  the  Afliftance  of  Laudanum » 

and 


[  48  ] 

and  when  I  did  get  a  little  Reft,  I  was 
obliged  to  lie  on  my  Back,  being  unable  to 
bear  lying  on  either  Side,  which  made  me 
fo  weak,  I  was  fcarce  able  to  ftand,  and  was 
forced  to  crawl  up  Stairs  on  my  Hands  and 
Knees  when  I  went  to  Bed.  I  had  at  the 
fame  Time  a  Shortnefs  of  Breath,  fo  trou- 
blefome,  that  on  the  lead;  Motion,  it  put 
me  under  the  greateft  Difficulty  of  Breath¬ 
ing,  and  caufed  me  to  Pant  painfully  fome 
Minutes  before  I  could  recover  myfelf ;  but 
I  thank  God,  in  left  than  three  Weeks  after 
I  had  taken  your  Advice,  and  three  Quar¬ 
ters  of  an  Ounce  of  Crude  Mercury  each 
Morning  (to  which ,  next  to  God’s  Blefting, 

I  verily  believe  I  owe  my  Life  and  the  State 
of  Health  I  now  enjoy)  my  Pains  left  me, 
and  have  not  returned  fince  ;  I  deep  pretty 
well  on  either  Side,  and  continue  lb  to  do  ; 

I  eat  heartily,  and  with  a  very  good  Appe¬ 
tite  ;  and  my  Breath  is  greatly  amended, 
though  not  perfectly  ftrong. 

I  am,  however,  fo  happy,  as  to  be  able  ! 
to  go  about  my  Buftnefs  cheerfully,  and  can 
walk  five  or  fix  Miles  without  Panting  or 
Pain,  provided  I  do  not  hurry  myielt  un- 
.  realonabiy. 

I  FIAT- 
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I  flatter  myfelf  this  Account,  which 
I  here  give  you,  will  be  very  acceptable  to 
you,  being  fully  perfuaded  from  my  own 
Obfervations,  that  you  truly,  honeftly,  and 
heartily  confult  your  Patients  Welfare,  pre¬ 
ferable  to  the  fordid  Views  of  too  many  of 
the  Faculty. 

If  this  Letter,  or  the  Ufe  of  my  Name, 
will  be  of  Service  to  you,  you  have  my  free 
Confent  to  either;  the  rather,  becaufe  I  have 
obferved  of  late,  among  the  generality  of 
the  Gentlemen  of  your  Profeffion,  an  odd 
fort  of  feemingly  inveterate  Prejudice  de¬ 
clared  againft  you,  and  your  favourite  Me¬ 
dicine  Crude  Mercury. 

If  thofe  Gentlemen  decry  Crude  Mer¬ 
cury  on  account  of  its  bad  Effects,  which 
to  their  Knowledge  will  one  time  or  other 
(as  they  cautioufly  hint)  enfue  to  thofe  who 
take  it,  they  would  do  honeftly  and  w’ell, 
to  declare  before-hand,  Ipecifically  what 
thofe  bad  Effedts  will  be,  that  we  may 
liave  fome  Proof  of.  their  Judgment  and 
good  Will  to  Mankind  in  decrying  it,  when 
they  do  happen.  If  they  in  Truth  do  know 
what  Effects  will  enfue,  it  would  be  prudent, 
and  more  for  their  Reputations,  in  the'Opi- 

E  nion 


felon  of  thinking  and  unprejudiced  Men,  to 
ftudy  the  Qualities  of  the  Medicine  until 
they  do  underftand  them,  and  be  filent  till 
then,  left  by  exploding  what  they  know 
little  or  nothing  of,  they  affright  innocent 
and  timorous  People  from  taking  the  Bene¬ 
fit  of  an  excellent  (and  as  I  have  found  it 
by  Experience)  an  innocent  Medicine  at  a 
final!  Expence,  and  fo  betray  their  Igno¬ 
rance,  or  what  is  worfe,  their  Greedinefs 
after  Gain.  I  am, 


SIR 


Si.  James’s  *  Street, 
Weftminfter,  Sept. 

9-  *735- 


Tour  humble  Servant. 


Thomas  Say 


To  Dr.  Dover. 


¥.  S.  I  have  taken  upwards  of  ten 
Pound  Weight  of  Crude  Mercury  by  three 
Quarters  of  an  Ounce  at  a  time  each  Morn¬ 
ing,  fince  the  ioth  of  January  laft,  during  , 
which  time,  I  never  felt  the  leaft  Inconve¬ 
nience  in  taking  it,  or  in  its  Effedts  ;  nor 
did  I  obferve  any  Regimen,  or  keep  myfelf 
one  Moment  confined  on  that  account. 
Now  if  the  Enemies  to  this  glorious  Reme- 


dy  can,  by  Lying  or  falfe  Reports,  be  beat 
out  of  Ufe,  as  they  have  done  by  Inocu¬ 
lation  and  Cold  Bathing,  then  they  may 
with  Triumph  fay,  we  have  gained  our  laft 
Point. 


Jaundice,  or  I£teriis. 

HIS  is  very  vifible  from  the  Yellow- 


^  nefs  of  the  Eyes  and  Skin,  black  Urine,, 
and  white  Stools,  accompanied  with  great 

Sicknefs  and  Paintings,  but  little  Pain.  If 
the  Excrements  are  not  white,  it  may  be 
feared  the  Cafe  is  complicated ;  and  it  proves 
a  Symptomatical  Jaundice  ;  which  is  never 
to  be  cured  by  Idtericks,  or  fuch  Medicines 
as  are  commonly  ufed  in  the  Jaundice. 

This  Difeafe  proceeds  from  an  Obftrudd-* 
on  of  the  DuBus  Ccledochus ,  which  leads 
from  the  Gall  to  the  Inteftine  Duodenum  % 
the  Bile  not  palling  there,  leaves  the  Ordure 
white,  which  otherwife  takes  its  Colour  from 
it ;  but  mixing  with  the  Blood,  tinctures  the 
Skin,  as  the  Flair  on  the  Head  or  Body  takes 
its  Dye  from  the  Fluids. 


Para 
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Paracelsus,  in  his  Treatife  De  Signa - 
tura  Rerum,  very  much  commends  the  inner 
Bark  of  Barberries,  Turmerick,  Rheubarb, 
and  all  Plants  of  a  yellow  Caft,  in  the  Cure  of 
this  Difeafe  :  But  they  are  too  weak,  as  has 
been  fufficiently  experienced  long  fince.  — 

He  likewile  commends  the  Arbor  Tremula 
in  Agues,  the  Pulmonaria  Maculofa  in  Con- 
fumptions,  Trachelium  in  fore  Throats  and 
Quinfeys  ;  and  fo  goes  on.  Neither  is  this  ' 
Method  wholly  laid  afide  by  the  modern 
Phyficians,  who  have  Recourfe  to  the  Teeth 
of  a  Bear,  and  the  Jaw-bone  of  a  Pike,  and 
the  black  Tips  of  Crabs  Claws ;  which  being 
all  pointed,  they  take  it  for  granted  they  muft 
be  very  efficacious  Remedies  in  a  Pleurify  : 
And  in  Confumptions  they  have  a  no  lels 
favourite  Prefcription,  call’d  Cal-ves-Tluck 
Water,  with  four  Quarts  of  which  they  al- 
moft  drown  their  Patient  every  Day.  For 
my  own  part,  I  cannot  imagine  what  they  I 
propofe,  unleft  this  is  done  out  of  Kindnefe  ‘ 
to  the  Apothecary’s  Apprentices,  that  they 
may,  with  the  Affillance  of  Bacon  and 
Sprouts,  q.  f  live  comfortably  upon  the  j 
Pluck,  and  regale  themfelves  for  fome  Time  t 
afterwards;  and  by  this  falutary  Method  | 
•  infallibly  J 
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infallibly  eradicate  all  Seeds  of  a  Confuntip- 
tion  in  themfelves,  though  they  have  an 
hereditary  Right  to  it.  — —  I  mention  this, 
to  Ihew  on  what  weak  Foundations  we  often 
venture  our  Lives. 

This  Difeafe  commonly  ends  in  fome  vio¬ 
lent  Hsemorrage  ;  either  by  Urine,  Stool,  or 
a  Vomica  Pulmonum,  which  loon  termi¬ 
nates  in  Death.  — -  All  this  may  be  impu¬ 
ted  to  that  Alkali  Bile,  which  tears  the  very 
Arteries  in  Pieces,  and  renders  the  Patient 
incurable. 


“  Only  take  eight  Grains  of  Turbith 
“  Mineral  at  Four  or  Five  in  the  Afternoon, 
“  drinking  thin  Gruel,  or  Pofiet-drink,  be- 

“  tween  Motions. - -After  four  or  five 

“  Days  repeat  the  Turbith,  as  above. - • 

“  In  the  intermediate  Days  take  half  a  large 
“  Spoonful  of  Mynjight's  Elixir  of  Vitriol 
“  in  half  a  Pint  of  Spring-Water,  three 
“  Times  a  Day. — -This  cures  any  original 
“  Jaundice  I  ever  met  with  :  Or  you  may 
“  take  fix  Leaves  of  Aflarabacca  fteep’d  in 
“  half  a  Pint  of  Small  Beer,  the  next  Day 
“  drink  it,  and  this  in  a  very  few  Days  will 
“  perform  the  Cure.  f 

E  3  At, 
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At  the  Bath,  I  have  feen  Gentlemen  to 
far  gone  in  this  Difeafe,  that  their  Faces  have 

been  of  an  exad  Lemon  Colour. - 1  have 

been  much  concern’d,  to  think  how  fmall 
a  Progrefs  has  been  made  in  the  Art  of 
♦  - 

V  JooK;  '  Tj  ‘ "1  }  ■  ,05/  .. 

Stone,  or  Nephritis. 

.  t  '4 

-  ' ,  €  ;• 

T'  HE  Stone  is  an  exquifite  Pain  on  the 
Ureters,  or  Neck  of  the  Bladder,  — 
and  is  caufed  by  a  cold  Stomach,  hot  Reins, 
and  ill  Digeftion,  which  fends  Crudities  into 
the  Blood  by  the  Ladteals.  Thefe  Crudities 

tr  ■  Jr 

p aft  to  the  Kidneys  by  the  Emulgent  Ar¬ 
teries,  and  not  being  fo  readily  received  by 
the  Emulgent  Veins,  make  Lodgment  in 
the  Pelvis,  or  Cavity  of  the  Kidneys,  where, 
by  their  Heat,  they  loon  petrify  :  And  thus 
Gravel  is  fornid  ;  but  never  in  the  Bladder, 
as  feme  conceive.  This  Gravel,  or  fmall  ! 
Stones,  entering  the  Ureters,  long  and  nar¬ 
row  Pallages  of  exquifite  Senfe,  caufe  great  • 
Pains,  with  violent  Vomitings;  and  the  feme 
again,  when  they  enter  the  Neck  of  the 
Bladder  and  Urethra  ;  the  Patient  frequent- 


ly  complaining  of  Pains  in  his  Thigh ;  which 
I  take  to  proceed  from  the  Mufcle  Tf&as , 
which  reaches  from  the  Reins  thither. 

If  any  of  the  fmall  Gravel  fhould  acci¬ 
dentally  adhere  to  any  Part  of  the  Bladder, 
it,  like  a  Snow- ball,  collects  the  finer  Part 
of  the  Sand,  till  by  its  Weight  it  falls  from 
its  Cyftis  on  the  Neck  of  the  Bladder ;  and 
then  nothing  is  to  be  done  but  Lithotomy, 
or  Cutting. 

This  brings  melancholy  Reflections  on  the 
unhappy  Patient,  fince  all  the  Endeavours  of 
Phyficians,  Quacks,  and  Empyricks,  to  find 
out  a  Cure,  have  proved  ineffectual.  — — 
Many  Trials  have  been  made  to  find  out  a 
Difiblvent  for  the  Stone ;  and  fuch  have  been 
found  out  as  will  break  the  Stone,  being  laid 

in  your  Hand.  - - But  as  nothing  but  an 

excrementitious  Serum  enters  the  Bladder, 
the  Powers  of  every  Medicine  muft  be  vaftly 
weaken’d  before  they  reach  the  Seat  of  the 
Diftemper.  '  •  ■  ; 

There  is  little  to  be  done  to  eafe  the  Pa¬ 
tient  in  the  Fits,  or  Paroxifins,  but  to  ufe 
fuch  Medicines  as  lubricate,  and  open  the 
Paflages ;  by  which  Means  the  Stone  or 

E  4  Gravel 
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Gravel  will  pals  more  ealily,  — r—  As  Bal- 
lam  of  Capvy,  taking  a  large  Spoonful  in 
any  Vehicle,  whether  Wine  or  Water.  I 
know  it  is  a  common  Method  to  give  flrong 

Diureticks  in  fuch  Cafes. - Now,  the 

Coats  of  the  Ureters  being  nervous,  by  fuch 
Irritations  contract  themielves,  and  hold  the 
Stone  more  clofely  ;  whereas  the  Weight  of 
the  Urine  is  fufficient  to  carry  the  Stone  be¬ 
fore  it,  if  the  Paffages  were  fufficiently  dila¬ 
ted.  - 1  prefcribe  the  inmoll  Coat  of  the 

Gizzdrds  of  Pidgeons  finely  powder’d,  to  be 
taken  Night  and  Morning,  one  Scruple  in  a 
Glafs  of  White-Wine  :  But  you  may  pleafe 
to  try  one  Ounce  of  Quickfilver  every  Mor¬ 
ning  for  one  Month.  I  have  known  this  do 
Wonders.  Clyllers  often  afford  lome  Relief, 
as  Turpentine  opened  with  the  Yolk  of  an 
Rgg,  and  Urine  added  to  it. 

“  Take  Peach-Leaves  in  their  Perfection, 
u  and  dry  them  in  the  Sun,  then  break  them  i 
«  pretty  final],  and  ufe  them  as  Tea ;  but 
“  only  half  the  Quantity. .  j 

I  have  known  it  do  very  extraordinary 
Things  in  the  Gravel,  and  equally  beneficial 
JO  Gouty  Perfons.  '  Palsev, 
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Palsey,  or  Paralyfls. 

I  AM  now  entering  on  nervous  Difeafes : 

As  to  that  Part  of  them  which  compofe 
the  feveral  Species  of  Palfey,  it  will  be 
Matter  of  no  great  Difficulty  to  diftinguilh 
and  explain  them.  Neverthelefs,  I  am  fen- 
fible,  as  I  launch  farther  into  this  Field,  and 
treat  of  nervous  Difeafes  at  large,  there  will 
be  great  Nicety  required  to  give  their  feve¬ 
ral  Defcriptions,  and  make  them  fo  plain, 
that  one  may  not  be  taken  for  the  other ;  or 
even  that  they  may  not  be  taken  for  acute 
Cafes,  which  may  prove  of  the  worft  Confe- 
quence  to  the  Patient. 

Hemiplegie,  or  Hemiplexia. 

'TP  HIS  Species  of  the  Palfey  affedts  but 
one  Side ;  which  is  owing  to  the  dou¬ 
bling  of  the  Dura  Mater,  called  the  Falx, 
by  which  the  Brain  is  divided ;  fo  that,  unlefs 
in  extraordinary  Cafes,  the  Paralyfis  isfeldom 
met  with.  The  great  Author  of  Nature  has 
afforded  us  Duplicates  in  almoft  every  Parti¬ 
cular  ;  fo  that  in  cafe  one  becomes  ufelefe,  or 

loft, 
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loft,  yet  the  other  in  a  great  Meafure  (ap¬ 
plies  the  Defedt.  Thus  we  have  two  Eyes, 
two  Lobes  of  the  Lungs,  two  Kidneys,  two 
Tefticles ;  fo  that  one  Part  remaining, Vifion, 
Refpiration,  Secretion,  and  Generation,  are 
all  perform’d.  The  Mahometan  Women,  in 
the  greateft  Part  of  AJia,  deftroy  one  Tefti- 
cle :  No  doubt  they  find  their  Account  in  it, 
becaufe  the  Males  make  their  Addrelles  more 
frequently,  where  there  is  a  lefs  Expence  of 
Spirits  at  each  Evacuation.  The  Hemiple- 
gie  and  Paralyfis  are  both  cured  by  fuch 
Medicines  as  open  the  Obftrudtions  of  the 
Nerves ;  then  the  Animal  Spirits  recover  a 
free  Pafiage,  and  all  Senfation  returns. 

In  Recent  Cafes,  this  Diftemper  is  foon 

cured.  ... 

»:  I  was  called  to  Mrs.  Toits ,  the  Mother 

of  Mr.  John  Totts  the  Oilman.  In  the  fe- 

ventteth  Year  of  her  Age,  Ihe  was  feized 

with  this  Hemiplegie,  falling  down  with  an 

entire  Lois  of  Senle  and  Motion  on  one  ' 

Side  :  Yet,  by  what  I  order’d  her,  fire  was 

peffedtiy  well  in  ten  Days,  and  fo  continued 

iifahy  Years  after.  Many  Inftances  of  the 

like  Nature  I  could  produce,  but  they  are  at 

foine  Diftance  from  London. 

,  id  « JK 

¥ 
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**  In  this  Cafe  I  blitter  the  Arm,  the  Leg, 
fiC  and  the  Thigh  of  the  Side  attested.  I  give 
“  Mercurius  Duleis,  and  Cinnabar  of  Anti- 
u  mony,  each  eight  or  ten  Grains,  which  I 
cc  repeat  every  four  or  five  Days.  The  in- 
cc  termediate  Days,  take  Conferve  of  Roman 
u  Wormwood,  Conferve  of  the  outward 
cc  Rinds  of  Seville  Oranges,  each  one  Ounce; 
<c  Angelica,  Nutmegs,  and  Ginger  candied, 
“  each  half  an  Ounce  ;  Powder  of  Wake- 
“  Robin  three  Drams,  made  into  an  Elec- 
cc  tuary  with  Syrup  of  Citron.  Take  the 
u  Quantity  of  a  large  Nutmeg  in  the  Morn- 
u  ing,  and  at  Five  of  the  Clock  in  the  After- 
“  noon,  drinking  fix  Spoonfuls  of  the  fol- 
a  lowing  Tinctture.” 

<c  Take  the  Roots  of  Matter- wort,  Ele- 
cc  campane,  Angelica,  each  one  Ounce  ; 
“  Leaves  of  Common  Wormwood,  Hore- 
“  hound,  Germander,  each  one  Handful ; 
u  Tops  of  Centaury  and  St.  Johns  Wort, 
<€  each  half  an  Handful  ;  Juniper  Berries 
a  two  Ounces  ;  the  Rinds  of  nine  Seville 
<c  Oranges  :  Infufe  thefe  in  three  Quarts  of 
<c  White-Wine,  {training  it  off  as  you  ule 

<c  it.  The  fame  Method  cures  both  Kinds 

of  Palfeyf5 


Br 
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By  this  Method,  I  cured  Sir  John  Blunt 
in  eight  Days  ;  and  one  Mrs.  May,  whofe 
Husband  is  an  Officer  belonging  to  DoSlors 
Commons ,  with  feveral  others  I  could  men¬ 
tion. 

StN itus’j  D  an  ce,  or  Chorea 

Sancli  Viti. 

^this  is  a  Palfey  of  a  more  remifs 
Kind  than  the  aforemention’d  :  I  ne¬ 
ver  knew  any  but  young  Perfons  feized  with 
it.  If  it  begins  in  the  Arm,  it  foon  affedts 
the  Leg  on  the  fame  Side,  and  fo,  vice 
verfa.  It  never  wears  off  without  proper 
Means. 

This  admits  of  the  fame  Method  of  Cure . 
as  the  Palfey. 

There  is  another  Species  of  the  Palfey, 
known  by  the  Name  of  the  Shaking  BalJ'ey. 
’Tis.  commonly  the  Effedt  of  Old-Age,  In¬ 
temperance,  or  a  Malum  Stamen  Vita: :  It 
ever  proceeds  from  a  Deficiency  of  Animal 
Spirits. 
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Apoplexy. 

HIS,  of  all  others,  deferves  to  have 


■**  a  Place  amongft  the  Acute  Difeafes : 
But,  as  I  am  going  to  defcribe  thofe  of  the 
Head,  this  Diftemper,  fo  remarkable,  and  fo 
fatal,  cannot  be  omitted. 

Whatever,  affedts  the  Head,  muft  be 
either  inflammatory,  convulfive,  or  acciden¬ 
tal,  as  from  Contufions,  Bruifes,  and  the 
like. 

The  Patient  in  an' Apoplexy  falls  fuddenly 
to  the  Ground,  deprived  of  all  Senfation 
and  Motion. 

Some  Phyficians  place  this  Diftemper  in 
the  Centre  of  the  Brain  ;  but  that,  with  Sub- 
million,  can  hardly  account  for  the  Effedt  it 
produces :  Upon  better  Confideration  it  will 
appear,  that  both  Brains  muft  be  affedted. 
That  the  Cerebrum,  or  great  Brain,  is  fo, 
appears  from  the  Abolition  of  Senfe  and  Mo¬ 
tion.  That  the  Cerebellum,  or  little  Brain, 
receives  its  Stroke  like  wife,  is  evident  from 
the  great  Difficulty  of  Breathing  the  Patient 
labours  under  in  this  Difeafe ;  it  being  very 


juftiy 
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juftly  allowed,  that  this  Brain  is  the  Caufe  of 
all  involuntary  Motions,  of  which  Breathing 
mu  ft  be  one.  ?Tis  not  eafy  to  conceive 
that  this  Diftemper  is  fo  common  as  is  pre¬ 
tended,  when  in  more  than  fifty-feven 
Years  Pradiee,  I  have  met  with  no  more 
than  two. 

Very  often  the  Denomination  of  this  Dif- 
eafe  is  given  to  Epilepfies,  and  many  Times 
to  high  Hypocondraical  Effects. 

There  are  two  Caufes  of  Apoplexies : 
Blood  extra vafated  in  the  cortical  Part  of  the 
Brain ;  or  Convulfions,  that  immediately  ob- 
ftrud  the  Animal  Spirits. 

The  firft  of  thefe  is  incurable,  it  being 
Impoffible  to  draw  the  extravafated  Blood 
off ;  the  latter,  by  proper  Remedies,  has 
been  often  removed,  and  the  Patient  cured. 

a  Take  of  Mercurius  Dulcis,  Cinnabar 
a  of  Antimony,  each  one  Scruple,  made  in- 
<c  to  a  Bolus  with  Conferve  of  Flips.  Give  , 
cc  fuch  Things  as  caufe  Sneezing  ;  as  the  1 
C£  Roots  of  Hellebore,  or  the  Leaves  of 
a  Afiarabacca  powder'd.  Bruife  Garlick, 

“  which  you  may  apply  to  the  Fland, 
cc  Wrifts,  and  Soles  of  the  Feet.  Likewife 

«  give 
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give  the  Julep  defcribed  in  the  Convulfive 
«  Afthma,  making  it  very  ftrong  with  Spirit 
“  of  Sal  Armonica.” 

Falling  Sickness,  or 

Epilepfy. 

Hp  HIS  Diftemper  muft  be  convulfive, 
it  being  impoffible  for  any  inflamma¬ 
tory  Difeafe  to  feize  the  Patient  fo  furpri- 
fingly  ;  for  he  would  complain  of  Verti¬ 
goes,  or  great  Pains  in  the  Head,  before  the 
Paroxifm  ;  whereas  it  gives  its  Stroke 
without  any  previous  Symptom,  much  like 
an  Apoplexy,  and  is  too  often  taken  for 
that  Diftemper  ;  as  I  have  before  obferv’d. 
This  affedfs  likewife  both  Brains,  which  is 
vifible  from  its  taking  away  all  Senfe  and 
Motion,  and  is  attended  with  a  Dyfpnoea, 
or  Difficulty  of  Breathing,  yet  not  fo  great 
as  in  Apoplexies. 

It  plainly  differs  from  other  Convulfive 
Difeafes  ;  fince,  in  this  Cafe,  the  Patient  al¬ 
ways  falls  on  his  Back,  and  is  thrown  down 
with  great  Violence,  foaming  much  at  the 
Mouth. 

f.Tis 
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*Tis  cured  by  proper  Neuroticks,  littld 
differing  from  the  Methods  of  Cure  in  other 
Nervous  Cafes. 

During  the  Paroxiffn,  what  is  prefcribed 
in  the  Apoplexy  is  not  amifs,  Bleeding  ex¬ 
cepted.  But  to  prevent  Returns,  take  as 
prefcribed  in  the  Convulfive  Afthma.  All 
Convulfions  proceeding  pretty  much  from 
the  feme  Caufe,  which  we  call  an  Ataxia,  or 
irregular  Motion  of  the  Animal  Spirits. 

Hypocondriacal  ^^Hyste¬ 
rical  Diseases,  Morbus  Hy- 
pocondriacus  &  Hyftericus. 

HERE  are  two  different  Names  for 
the  fame  Diftemper  ;  nor  can  they  be 
diftinguilh’d  otherwife  than  thus  :  What  we 
call  Hypocondriacal  in  Men,  we  term  Hy- 
fterical  in  Women.  I  ihail  enter  only  on 
Hyfterical  EffeUs,  becaule  they  are  more 
common,  and  more  vifible  in  the  finer  i 
Sex. 

There  is  no  Dileafe  incident  to  Human 
Bodies  but  thefe  Hyftericifins  will  counter¬ 
feit  fo  exadly,  that  without  the  greateft  Cau¬ 
tion  the  Phyfician  muft  be  deceiv’d. 

T-  As* 


As  when  it  feizes  the  Head,  it  caufes 
Violent  Pains,  Vertigoes,  ftrong  Convul¬ 
sions,  with  Deprivation  of  Senfe  ;  when  it 
affe&s  the  Eyes  with  Lofs  of  Sight  for  the 
prefen t,  great  Quantities  of  pure  Water 
ifluing  from  them. 

When  the  Heart,  Palpitations. 

When  the  Lungs,  Succuffions  or  Cough¬ 
ing  ;  in  fome,  much  refembling  the  Barking 
of  a  Dog. 

When  the  Gullet,  or  Efofphagus,  Suffoca¬ 
tion,  with  a  great  Swelling  rifing  up  to  the 
Throat :  When  the  Side,  a  Pleuniy  :  When 
the  Stomach,  Sicknefs,  Pain,  and  Vomit^ 
ing. 

When  the  Inteflines,  the  Ch click,  often 
accompanied  with  a  Diarrhcea,  or  Loofc- 
nefs. 

When  the  Kidneys  and  Neck  of  the  Blad¬ 
der,  it  many  times  caufes  a  total  Supprefr 
fion  of  the  Urine,  with  Pains  fo  like  thofe 
caufed  by  the  Gravel  or  the  Stone,  that  it  is 
impoffible,  nifi  a  juvantibus  3)  Udentibus 9 
to  diftinguifh  one  from  the  other  :  When  the 
W  omb,  all  Diftempers  appear  that  are  inci¬ 
dent  to  it ;  all  the  Mufcles  and  Joints  are 

F  affected 
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affe&ed  with  Swellings,  follow’d  with  tortu¬ 
ring  Pains  without  Inflammation. 

Neither  are  the  Teeth  or  Nails  free  : 
The  Skin  ihall  be  often  affected,  becoming 
hot  and  dry,  as  in  a  burning  Fever. 

The  Scorbiculum  Cordis,  or  Pit  of  the 
Stomach,  is  very  often  much  diforder’d  with 
Pains,  Tremblings  and  Sinkings,  which  of¬ 
ten  caufe  fudden  Motions  to  make  Urine ; 
■which  is  not  only  larger  in  Quantity  than 
uCual,  but  pale,  and  clear  as  Water  from  a 
Fountain. 

The  Reafon  why  the  Pit  of  the  Stomach, 
is  fo  generally  affedted,  is,  becaufe  there  is 
a  Plexus,  or  Net  of  Nerves  meeting  there  ; 
which  is  a  plain  Indication,  that  all  the 
feveral  Symptoms  above  mentioned  are 
■  Nervous. 

I  proceed  to  enquire  into  the  Caufe  of 
fo  great  a  Variety  of  Symptoms,  which  is 
from  an  Ataxie,  as  we  call  it,  or  an  irregular 
Motion  of  the  Animal  Spirits,  which  pro-  i 
ceed  from  a  Weaknefs  of  them  ;  fo  that  the 
leaf!  Noife,  Surprize,  Trouble,  Anger,  or 
any  other  Paflion  of  the  Mind,  immediately 
brings  on  the  greateft  Diforders  and  Confu- 

fions 
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fions,  and  makes  the  Patient  prefen tly  blown 
up  with  Wind  in  almoft  every  Part. 

This  Difeafe,  which  has  the  feveral  Ap¬ 
pearances  of  almoft  all  acute  Difeafes,  with¬ 
out  Matter  or  Corruption  of  the  Fluids, 
makes  me  wonder  that  Phyficians  fhould 
begin  with  Bleeding,  Vomiting,  Purging,  and 
Bliftering ;  and  after  that,  have  Recourle  to 
Fontanels,  or  Iflues ;  then  Steel,  Bitters,  ex¬ 
piates,  and  the  like ;  all  diredtly  contrary  to 
the  Practice  before  let  dowm.  Steel  in  Sub- 
ftance  is  very  pernicious  to  human  Bodies  : 
Bitters  rarely  have  their  defired  Eftedts  :  O- 
piates  only  palliate,  and  at  the  fame  time 
give  deeper  Root  to  the  Difeafe.  The  laft 
Remedies  preferibed  are  Bath  Waters,  which 
are  really  good  to  repair  decay’d  Spirits. 

The  only  Help  which  can  be  adminifter’d 
in  this  Diforder,  is  to  fortify  the  Animal 
Spirits,  and  ftrengthen  the  Genus  Nervofum  : 
Which  is  done  by  proper  Neuroticks,  Deopu- 
latives,  and  fuch  as  ftrengthen  the  Sto¬ 
mach,  and  help  Digeftion.  In  all  thefe 
there  are  no  Evacuations  ;  and  yet  it  may 
be  affirm’d,  thefe  are  proper  Remedies  in 
the  above-mention’d  Diftemper. 

F  » 
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I  shall  be  very  particular  in  my  Ac¬ 
count  of  every  Thing  that  I  ever  found  was 
of  any  Relief,  or  of  any  Ule  in  thefe  Gales ; 
which  often  proceeding  from  Diforders  of  the 
Womb,  it  is  of  very  great  Import  to  fee  that 
Nature  does  her  Part ;  that  her  Returns  are 
regular,  neither  abounding,  nor  too  fparing ; 
either  of  which,  often  caufe  Barrennefs.  In 
the  firft,  ule  this  Method  : 


“  Bleed  twelve  Ounces  from  the  Arm, 
u  three  or  four  Days  before  the  Return  of 
“  Nature  is  expected.  Take  large  Quanti- 
a  ties  of  Mynfight's  Elixir  of  Vitriol,  half  a 
u  large  Spoonful  in  half  a  Pint  of  Spring 
“  Water,  three  or  four  Times  a  Day  ;  or  of 
«  Eatons  Stiptick.  Take  of  the  Plaifter 
«  De  Minio,  and  the  Rupture-Plaifter,  each 
“  a  like  Quantity  ;  two  or  three  Drams  of 
«  the  Loadltone  finely  powder’d  :  Put  this 
44  to  the  Reins  of  the  Back,  avoiding  all 
«  Meats  or  Drinks  that  any  way  heat  or  in-  | 
“  flame  the  Blood.’ 

Where  Nature  is  wanting,  ufe  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Receipt. 

“  Take 
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“  Take  Salt  of  Steel  one  Ounce,  Extradt 
a  of  Rue ;  make  thefe  into  Pills  :  Take  one 
“  going  to  Bed,  and  another  in  the  Morn- 
“  ing  ;  fo  increafe  till  you  take  five  Pills 
u  Night  and  Morning,  drinking  three  or 
u  four  Spoonfuls  of  the  Julep  prefcribed  in 
w  the  Convulfive  Afthma :  Or  take  Myn- 
u  fight' s  Tindture  of  Steel,  and  Elixir  Pro- 
<c  prietatis,  each  a  like  Quantity.  Of  this 
“  you  may  take  a  large  Spoonful  in  half  a 
lc  Pint  of  Spring  Water,  firft  in  the  Morn- 
“  ing,  and  at  Five  in  the  Afternoon,  for  a 
<c  Month:  Wear  a  Galbanum  Plaifter  to  your 
“  Navel.  The  Pills  and  Julep  in  the  Con- 
a  vulfive  Afthma,  taken  and  repeated  every 
<c  two  or  three  Hours,  when  the  Symptoms 
“  are  at  the  higheft,  foonput  a  Stop  to  them. 
“  The  Indians  at  the  Malacca  Ijlands ,  and 
“  the  Ladies  at  Smyrna ,  often  take  Quick- 
“  ftlver  as  a  Remedy  againft  Barrennefe.  An 
“  Ounce  may  be  taken  once  a  Day  for  a 
46  Month  or  two,  which  will  prove  an  ex- 
?  traordinary  Remedy/7 
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ExtraSi  of  a  Letter  from  Ruffia. 

SI  R, 

1  Would  be  glad  to  be  inform’d  if  there  is 
any  other  Way  to  account  for  the  com¬ 
mon  Ufe  of  Crude  Mercury,  in  a  Phyfical 
Way,  among  the  Natives  of  Finland,  who  are 
at  prelent  lo  unacquainted  with  that  Science, 
than  to  fuppofe  they  mull  by  Tradition 
have  handed  it  down  from  that  dillant  Age 
in  u'hich  Abo  their  Metropolis  is  laid  to 
have  been  the  Seat  of  Learning  in  Europe. 

I  shall  beg  Leave  to  add  the  following 
Story,  which  tho’  I  am  well  allured  of  the 
Truth  of,  yet  I  Ihould  be  very  much  oblig¬ 
ed  to  you  for  your  Opinion  of  it,  and  what 
other  Obfervations  of  this  Effebt  of  Mercury 
have  fallen  under  your  Cognizance. 

“  At  Tamburg  near  Narva ,  one  of  the  , 
“  Workmen  of  the  Glals-Houfes  there,  un-  H 
“  der  my  Direction,  had  been  married  twelve 
“  Years  without  having  had  any  Children,  at 
w  which  time, having  by  accident  fpilt  a  Quan- 
“  tity  of  Mercury,  which  he  had  bought  to 
u  filver  Looking-Glades,  among  his  Houfe- 

“  Pro- 
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a  Provifion,  which  he  had  bought  at  the 
“  fame  time,  and  put  into  the  feme  Bag ;  he 
“  eat  the  laid  Provifion  fo  mixed  with  the 
“  Mercury,  and  reckoning  from  that  Time, 
“  his  Wife  bore  him  a  Son,  which  Son,  as 
“  being  both  by  the  Father  and  Mother, 
11  and  likewife  by  all  their  Acquaintance, 
“  efteem’d  to  have  proceeded  from  the 
“  Operation  of  the  Mercury,  was  commonly 
“  called  by  the  Name  of  CLpTTtTStttfL, 
“  ( Artute )  the  Name  of  Mercury  in  the 
“  Ruffian  Language.” 

Samuel  Jenkins, 


Green-Sickness,  or  Chlorofis. 

'"Ip  HIS  Difcaie  is  incident  to  the  Fe~ 
male  Sex  only ;  and  that  for  the  moll 
part  in  the  Time  of  their  Virginity,  This 
formerly  appear  d  near  the  ufiial  Time  of  the 
Coming  of  the  Menftrua ;  but  fince  Mou¬ 
thers  have  been  fo  foolifhly  defirous  for  nice 
Shapes  for  their  Children,  and  in  their  ten¬ 
der  Years  have  laced  them  fo  very  ftrait, 
they  have  not  only  brought  this  Diftemper 

F  4  on 
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on  more  early,  but  caufed  great  Crookednefs 
and  Deformity  of  Body.  To  go  farther : 

It  fo  depraves  the  Juices  of  the  Stomach, 
that  the  true  Appetitions  of  Nature  are 
wholly  loft  ?  For  what  good  Stomach  ever 
called  for  Leather  of  old  Trunks,  Woollen  or 
Linnen  Rags,  Cork,  Nut-Shells,  and  almoft 
every  Thing  that  a  healthy  Stomach  would 
naufeate  > 

This  Biftemper  is  attended  with  great 
Pains  in  the  Stomach,  Shortnefs  of  Breath, 
with  an  Averfion  to  all  manner  of  Motion. 

For  thefe  Reafons,  one  would  think,  all  Mo¬ 
thers  ftiould  become  avow’d  Enemies  to 
lacing  their  Daughters,  till  they  are  in  their 
Tpens  at  fboneft  ;  and  not  to  ad;  as  if  that 
wife  Being,  who  formed  us  fo  perfect  in  the 
Womb,  was  ignorant  how  to  model  and 
fhape  us  while  we  are  growing  to  Years  of 
Maturity. 

The  ill  Confequences  that  daily  attend 
this  Practice,  might  be  thought  fufficient  to  t 
deter  Parents  from  it. 

Let  Mankind  take  a  View  of  barbarous 
Countries,  as  I  have  done;  contemplate  thofe 
People,  where  God  and  Nature  have  only 
been  $  Qbfprve  in  what  Order  and  Delicacy 

their 


C  73  ] 

their  Mufcles  are  placed  ;  how  ftrong  their 
Bodies  ;  how  taper  their  Limbs.  There  are 
no  full  Shoulders,  nor  gummy  Thighs  or 
Legs,  nor  any  Deformity  :  All  Parts  are  con- 
fpicuous,  fince  the  Natives  have  no  more 
Cloathing  than  what  our  firfl:  Parents  had 
during  the  fhort  Time  of  their  Innocence. 
In  tome  Places,  they  have  not  fo  much  as  a 
Fig-Leaf  to  conceal  the  Diftin&ions  of  either 
Sex. 

The  Reader  muft  pardon  a  fhort  Digref- 
fion :  Since  Mention  has  been  made  of  Mo¬ 
thers,  I  can’t  but  obferve  how  religioufly 
they  retrain  their  Children  from  eating  green 
Fruit,  from  a  Notion  that  it  breeds  Worms : 
However  lingular  I  may  appear  in  my  Opi~ 
nion,  I  hold  the  contrary  to  be  true ;  green 
Fruit  being  rather  a  great  Deftroyer  of 
Vermin. 

’Tis  Ripe  Fruits  that  breed  Worms  ;  for 
it  is  manifeft  all  animal  Corruption  turns  to 
Vermin  ;  and  the  fame  in  vegetable  Putre¬ 
faction.  Now  ripe  Fruits  being  the  lafl 
Fermentation  of  Perfection,  or  rather  the  firfl: 
oi  Putrefaction,  the  Vermicular  Ovaria  muft 
be  very  pregnant ;  which,  when  receiv’d  in 
a  depraved  Stomach,  may  prove  as  proper  a 

Nidus 
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Nidus  for  their  Vi  vacation,  as  the  Corrup¬ 
tion  in  which  they  are  inveioped. 

The  raoft  offenfive,  and  moil  dangerous 
of  all  Species  of  Vermin,  are  not  vifible  to 
the  naked  Eye. 

For  feme  Years  lafl  paft,  I  have  not  fo 
eafily  aflented  to  feveral  receiv’d  Opinions 
in  natural  Philofophy,  as  many  others  have 
done,  who  are  ready  Jurare  in  verba  alicu- 
jus  Magijiri ,  but  have  thoroughly  weigh’d 
and  confider’d  them  fo  far,  as  to  be  convinc’d 
that  they  are,  for  the  Generality,  falfe.  I 
fliall  fet  down  one  vulgar  Error  more. 

’Tis  a  generally  receiv’d  Notion,  nay,  even 
amongft  many  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty, 
that  Quickfilver  is  Poilon  :  If  fuch  Perfons 
are  not  aihamed  of  their  being  no  better  na¬ 
tural  Philofophers,  I  have  no  Reafbn  to  be 
under  Confufion  of  Face  for  them. 

Their  Opinion  is  a  Sign  they  have  tra¬ 
velled  far  at  borne. 

Let  them  take  a  Trip  to  Hungary,  and 
vifit  the  Mines  where  the  Quickfilver  is  dug ; 
they  may  there  lee  Slaves  working  entirely 
naked,  to  prevent  the  Healing  this  precious 
Jelly  of  Metals,  as  it  may  be  called  ;  yet 

every 
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every  Day  fwallow  fo  much,  that  they  buy 
a  Choppin  of  Drink  with  it  at  Night. 

Several  Phyficians  have  enquired  of  my 
Patients,  To  what  End  do  I  give  it?  Wherein 
can  the  Efficacy  or  Power  of  it  confift  ?  If 
they  do  not  know,  what  follows  may  ferve 
for  Inftrudion. 

First,  it  fecures  the  Patient  from  all  Ver¬ 
micular  Difeafes,  of  which  no  Praditioner 
can  be  Efficiently  apprized,  that  has  not 
Ipent  fome  Time  in  hot  Climates. 

Next,  it  opens  all  Obftru&ions,  which 
are  fuppofed  to  be  another  general  Caufe  of 
Difeafes. 

Lastly,  it  makes  a  pure  Balfam  of  the 
Blood,  beyond  all  other  Things  in  the  Crea¬ 
tion.  Otherwife,  why  cannot  Veneral  Ul¬ 
cers  be  cured  without  it  ?  We  often  fee  thofe 
Sores  in  a  Salivation  grow  well,  without  the 
Help  of  a  Surgeon. 

I  desire  to  know,  Why  I  am  called  The 
^ukkjilver  Dottor,  by  way  of  Derifion? 
Pray  do  not  you,  Gentlemen  Phyficians,  Sur¬ 
geons,  and  Apothecaries,  prefcribe  it  almofl 
every  Day  of  your  Lives  ?  I  aver,  you  do : 
Only  you  difguife  it ;  and  I  give  it  in  iuch 
an  open  honeft  Manner,  that  my  Patients 

cannot 
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cannot  be  deceiv’d  in  taking  it.  Let  me  ask 
you,  What  is  your  Aithiops  Mineral  ?  Is  it 
not  Quickfilver  ground  to  a  black  Powder, 
with  Brimftone,  and  in  as  great  Efteem  with 
you  as  any  of  your  Medicines  ?  A  very  in¬ 
genious  Phyfician  lays,  This  is  like  finking 
a  Man  with  your  Sword  in  your  Scabbard  ; 
and  were  it  poffible  to  have  found  a  worle 
Menftruum  than  Sulphur,  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  ought  not  even  then  to  have  been 
tried.  Certainly  this  Medicine  Ihews  a  more 
than  common  Virtue,  which  can  thus 
powerfully  exert  itfelf,  when  bound  down 
by  fo  contrary  a  Quality. 

A  Patient  of  mine,  a  Gentleman  of  Re¬ 
putation  and  Figure,  was  lately  taking  of 
Quickfilver  by  my  Direction.  He  told  me, 
one  of  the  molt  eminent  Phyficians  here  in 
Town  faid,  He  was  very  forry  to  hear  that 
I  had  put  him  under  a  Courfe  of  Quickfilver, 
and  affirm’d  it  to  be  the  moh  dangerous  Me¬ 
dicine  in  the  whole  World,  advifing  him  by 
all  Means  to  leave  it  off ;  when  this  Gentle¬ 
man,  at  the  fame  Time,  was  intimately  ac¬ 
quainted  with  a  Perfon  who  had  the  fame 
Indifpofition  with  his  own,  and  had  Quickfil¬ 
ver  prefcrib’d  him  by  this  very  Dodtor.  He 

>  told 
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told  me,  befides,  in  what  Manner  he  gave  it  *, 
which  a  Man  who  had  ftudied  Phyfick  only 
a  Month,  would  have  thought  no  finall  Re¬ 
flection  upon  his  Judgment.  I  wi(h  my 
Patient  would  have  given  me  his  Name,  it 
fhould  have  been  put  down,  in  Words  at 
full  Length,  for  the  general  Good  of  Man¬ 
kind. 

[. Read  the  Second  Tart  of  the  Hofpital 
Surgeon,  of  the  Nature  and  Virtues 
of  £>uickfifaerl\  r  ,  a 

Belloft ,  the  Author  of  this  Book,  calls  it 
the  Miracle  of  Nature,  and  the  greateft  Gift 
of  God  in  the  whole  Materia  Medica. 

I  appeal  to  the  Reader,  if  fuch  a  Per- 
fon  as  I  lately  mention’d  delerves  the  Title 
of  Doctor.  As  for  my  Part,  though  I  am 
but  a  poor  Batchelor  in  Phyfick,  I  ihall  for 
ever  fcorn  fo  mean,  fo  difhonourable  a  Beha¬ 
viour. 

The  following  Paragraphs  are  taken  out 
of  the  Writings  of  three  learned  Phyficians, 
and  will  convince  the  World  that  I  am  not 
Angle  in  the  good  Opinion  I  have  of  Quick- 

filver. 

“  I  have  found  the  continual  Ufe  of 
“  TEthiops  Mineralis  to  be  not  only  fafe, 

“  but 


[  7»  ] 

4€  but  always  effectual ;  which  is  generally 
a  poftponed  to  the  other  Preparations  of  Mer- 
€t  cury  upon  this  Account  only,  becaufe  it 
<c  is  the  mofl;  eafily  prepared  of  them  all. 
<c  Thus  the  Operation  of  Quickfilver  holds 
44  univerfally  the  fame  ;  which,  however 
44  conftant  it  may  be,  hinders  not  yet  in  the 
44  leaft,  but  that  Quickfilver  may  be  endow- 
44  ed  alfo  with  other  Properties  ;  for  it  not 
44  only  opens  obftruited  Vefleis,  but  alfo  as 
44  conftantly  blunts  the  Points  of  Acids. 
44  Friend's  Emenologia ,  Chap,  xiv.” 

44  In  AEthiops  Mineral,  and  Cinnabar  of 
44  Antimony,  the  Mercury  is  fo  bridled  up 
44  by  the  Sulphur,  that  none  of  their  ienfible 
44  Operations  and  Appearances  are  felt,  while 
44  they  produce  wonderful  Changes  in  the 
44  Body.  I  cannot  pafs  over  fEthiops  Mi- 
€C  neral  without  prefling  its  more  univerfal 
44  life  therein,  for  ought  I  know,  it  has  yet 
44  had  in  common  Practice.  It  is  one  of  the 
44  mofl;  certain  and  univerfal  Alteratives,  if 
44  dofed  fufficiently,  and  long  enough  per¬ 
mitted  in,  of  all  the  Dhpeniatory.  It  ra- 
44  dically  extirpates  the  Itch,  Piles,  fcorbutic 
<c  and  fcrupulous  Ulcers  ;  all  cutaneous 
“Foulnefs;  all  Inflanttnations  and  Fluxi- 

44  ons 
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« OQs  of  the  Eyes  ;  all  internal  Ulcers, 

“  Reumatifms,  White  Swellings,  lharp  Hu- 
“  mours  in  the  Stomach  and  Guts  ;  and  al- 
«  moft  all  Diftempers  arifing  from  fizy  Jui- 
“  ces  :  I  fay  it  cures  thefe,  if  Art  can  do  it. 
“  It  may  be  given  almoft  to  half  an  Ounce 
“  a  Day,  Specially  with  interfperfed  Mer- 
“  curial  Purges,  without  Trouble  or  any  fen- 
“  fible  Operation,  and  may  be  continued  a 
“  Twelvemonth,  if  one  pleafcs.  I  have  had 
“  frequent  Occafion  of  trying  the  /Ethiops 
“  in  different  Cafes,  fince  the  firft  Edition  of 
“  my  Treatife,  and  never  without  Succefs. 
“  Amongft  others,  I  tried  it  upon  a  Perlbn 
“  of  an  exceeding  grofs  corpulent  Habit,  who 
“  had  pafs’d  the  Meridian  of  Life,  for  a  fpread- 
“  ing,  foul,  Icorbutic  Ulcer,  which  had  af- 
“  fedfed  the  whole  Ancle  for  more  than  a 
“  Span-Length  quite  round,  and  was  pretty 
“  deep  in  the  Outfide.  He  took  three  Drams, 
“  made  up  with  Syrup  of  Lemons,  twice  a 
“  Day  for  four  Months  (ucceffively,  and  a 
“  gentle  Mercurial  Purge  once  in  ten  Days : 
“  This  with  a  low  cool  Diet,  and  proper 
“  Dreflings,  heal’d  it  quite  up,  when  it  was 
“  generally  thought  lcarce  any  Medicine* 

“  efpecially  fo  eafy  a  one,  would  ever  finilh 

“  fuch 
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“  fuch  a  Cure  in  fuch  a  Conftitution.  The 
“  yEtliiops  was  taken  without  any  Diigufl, 
“  Trouble,  or  Interruption  of  Bufinefs ;  and 
“  it  was  obfervable,  (and  it  is  for  the  fake 
“  of  this  Obfervation  chiefly  that  I  mention 
“  this  Inftance)  that  the  very  /fthiops 
“  itfelf,  after  the  Body  had  been  fully  re- 

“  plenilh’d  with  it,  in  two  Months  Time 
“  forced  itfelf  through  the  found  Part  of  the 

“  Leg  and  Shin,  and  ftuck  to  thole  Parts  of 
“  the  Plaifter  that  covered  them,  in  its 
“  proper  Subftance  and  Colour,  which  {hews 
“  how  readily  this  Medicine  pailes  through 
“  the  fmall  VefTels  of  the  Glands.  This  very 
“  Method  never  fails  to  cure  Ophthalmia’s, 
“  even  fcrophulous  ones  ;  and  is  a  moll  cer- 
“  tain  Remedy  in  an  Ulcer  of  the  Bladder,, 
“  as  I  have  always  found,  if  given  in  a  'fuf- 
“  ficient  Dofe,  and  perfifted  in  a  fufficient 
«  Time.” 

Cbeynes  Ejfiiy  on  the  Gout , 
Edit.  a.  ’Pag.  48,  &c. 

Please  to  obferve  the  wonderful  Effed's 
which  the  Worthy  and  Learned  Do&or 
Cheyne  relates  of  the  great  Powers  of  the 
iEthiops  Mineral,  which  is  nothing  but 
Quickftlver,  and  Brimftone  of  equal  Quan¬ 
tities, 


titles,  fuppofe  one  Ounce  of  Quickfilver  id 
one  Ounce  of  Brimftone  ;  now  I  leave  it  to 
the  Judgment  of  Mankind,  from  which  of 
thefe  two,  fuch  wonderful  Effects  can  arife  : 
I  make  no  doubt,  but  all  Mankind  will  give 
it  for  the  Quickfilver,  from  the  Obfervation 
Dr.  Cheyne  makes,  That  after  the  Body  had 
been  fully  replenifh’d  with  this  dithiops,  i a 
two  Months  time  it  forced  itfelf  through  the 
found  Part  of  the  Leg  and  Skin,  and  ftuck 
to  thole  Parts  of  the  Plaifter  that  coverd  it, 
in  its  proper  Subftance  and  Colour.  Now 
is  it  poffible  for  any  one  to  believe  that 
Brimftone  could  ever  pervade  fuch  very  fine 
Tubes,  without  the  Mediation  or  Help  of 
Quickfilver  >  But  our  learned  Gentlemen 
tell  you  how  injurious  it  would  be  to  the  Pa¬ 
tient,  if  he  fiiould  take  any  Acid  during  the 
Ufe  of  Quickfilver :  I  affirm  Brimftone  to 
be  one  of  the  ftrongeft  Acids  in  Nature ; 
now  I  forgive  their  Ignorance,  having  as 
little  Knowledge  of  this  Mixture,  as  almoft 
of  all  Medicines  found  in  their  Prefcriptions, 
Pleafe  farther  to  hear  what  Dr.  Mead ,  ano~ 
ther  eminent  Phyfieian,  fays  in  his  Treatife 
on  Toijons ,  by  way  of  Encomium  on  Quick¬ 
filver,  Tage  104,  105,  and  106. 
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“  What  we  are  here  chiefly  to  examine  is, 

“  how  from  Ingredients  fingly  innocent  and 
«  harmleis,  (o  mifchievous  a  compound  can 
“  refult ;  for  as  the  Cafe  is  very  plain  with 
«  refpedt  to  Salt,  fo  it  is  likewife  now  noto- 
“  rious  enough,  that  Quickfilver  itielf,  which 
<c  the  Ancients,  Diofcordies,  Galen,  ‘Pliny, 

“  &c.  have  unjuftly  ranked  among  Poifons, 

“  is,  in  many  Difeafes,  inwardly  taken, 
a  of  very  fafe  and  beneficial  Ufe,  and  that 
“  not  only  when  difguifed  with  Sulphur, 

“  Sugar,  &c.  but  Crude,  without  any  Cor- 
“  redfion,  or  vainly  pretended  Mortifica- 
“  tion.” 

| 

This  the  Arabian  Phyficians  firft  gave 
the  Hint  of ;  Amcen  having  obferved,  that 
they  who  drink  it  in  a  large  Quantity,  re¬ 
ceive  no  Hurt,  its  Weight  making  a  free 
PafTage  through  the  Body.  This  was  En¬ 
couragement  enough  for  the  Practice  of  giv¬ 
ing  whole  Pounds  of  it  in  the  Iliac  Pallion  ; 
which  is  often  times  done  with  good  Sue-  j 
cels,  without  any  frightful  Symptom  accom¬ 
panying  the  Advantage  received  from  its 
Ponderofity. 

After-- 
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Afterwards  it  plainly  appear’d  that  this 
Mineral,  tho’  not  taken  in  fo  great  a  Dofe 
as  could  immediately  force  its  way  through 
the  Inteftines,  even  when  it  was  lodged  for 
fome  time  in  this  or  that  Part,  was  not  at 
all  hurtful  by  any  corrofive  or  malignant 
Quality.  And  Follopus ,  Brafavolus ,  with 
others  of  great  Note,  confirm’d  its  harmlefs 
Efficacy,  in  the  Cure  of  Worms,  not  only 
in  Adult  Perfons,  but  even  in  the  more  ten¬ 
der  Conftitutions  of  Children. 

Nor  are  thefe  the  only  Cafes  in  which 
good  Service  may  be  had  from  this  weighty 
Fluid  ;  he  that  rightly  conflders  the  State 
of  the  Animal  Oeconomy,  the  various  Alte¬ 
rations  it  buffers  from  the  Stagnation  of  its 
more  vifcid  Juices  in  the  fmalleft  Canals, 
and  how  much  the  Impulfe  and  Force  of  the 
:  circling  Blood,  by  which  Obfirudions  are  to 
i  be  removed,  mull  be  increafed  by  carrying 
’  along  with  it  fuch  Particles  as  the  Mercurial 
|  Globuli,  will  perhaps  fee  good  Reafon  to  al¬ 
low,  that  the  prudent  and  cautious  Manage- 
I  ment  of  Quickfilver,  may  do  that  in  fome 
i  obftinate  and  dangerous  Difeafes,  which  we 
£  cannot  promife  ourfelves  from  any  other  of 
1  our  known  Medicines  whatfoever, 

G  % 
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But  I  ana  not  to  infift  on  this  Head ;  and 
the  learned  Author  of  the  New  Theory  of 
Fevers ,  has  already  moll  ingenioufly  ex¬ 
plain’d  the  Mechanifm  by  which  fucli  Effects 
as  thefe  are  produced  in  the  Human  Body. 

It  fuffices  to  my  prefent  Purpofe,  to  have 
proved  that  pure  Mercury  is  not  jioifonous 
or  corrofive ;  and  therefore,  not  only  have  I 
feen  two  Ounces  of  it  given  every  Day,  for 
one  and  twenty  Days  together,  without  any 
Inconvenience  at  all  ;  but  found  once  fome 
Quantity  of  it  in  the  Perinceum  of  a  Subject 
I  took  from  the  Gallows  for  a  DifleCtion, 
(whofe  rotton  Bones  quickly  difcover’d  what 
Difeafe  it  was  had  required  the  Ufe  of  it,  and 
that,  I  fuppole,  chiefly  in  external  Appli¬ 
cation  by  UnCtion)  without  any  Mark  of 
Corrofion  of  the  Part  where  it  was  lodged. 

Tho’  withal,  we  may  upon  this  Occafion 
remark,  that  the  extream  Gravity  of  this 
Mineral  alone,  however  ferviceable  it  may 
be  in  other  refpeCts,  yet  when  it  happens  in  i 
fo  great  a  Quantity  to  obftrud  theCapillary  1 
Duds,  as  that  the  Force  of  the  circling 
Fluid  is  not  fufflcient  to  walh  it  away,  muff 
neceflarily  induce  Symptoms  troublefome 
and  bad  enough,  as  Spafms,  Contractions, 

,  Palfies, 
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Palfies,  &c.  which  they  do  commonly  ex¬ 
perience,  who  have  either  been  too  often 
daubed  with  Mercurial  Ointments,  or  for  a 
long  time  employ’d  in  rubbing  Quickfilver 
upon  Looking- Glades  ;  for  the  internal  Ufe 
of  it  will  never  produce  fuch  Mifchiefs. 

Much  may  be  laid  to  Ihew  the  Impoflibi- 
lity  of  Quickfilver  doing  any  Damage  to 
the  Patient ;  what  gives  Offence  to  Nature, 
is,  what  we  term  SfiicuU,  Points  or  Edges. 
Now  Quickfilver  always  retaining  a  globu¬ 
lar  Figure,  together  with  the  Softnefs  of  its 
Body,  no  Harm  can  happen  from  the  Ufe  of 
it;  only  this  I  would  ad  vile  the  Patient,  that 
he  get  a  final!  Crucible,  put  into  it  the 
Quantity  of  a  Piftol-bullet  of  Quickfilver  ; 
fet  the  Crucible  on  the  Fire,  if  any  of  the 
foft  Metals  are  put  to  it,  they  will  remain, 
and  the  Quickfilver  fly  off  Note,  A  Pound 
of  Lead  colls  Two-pence,  and  a  Pound  of 
Quickfilver  eight  or  ten  Shillings  :  the  Pro¬ 
fit  that  arifes  may  be  one  Caufe  of  its  Adul¬ 
teration,  and  another  to  bring  the  Medi¬ 
cine  into  Difrepute. 

But  let  him  take  particular  Care  not  to 
hang  his  Head  over  it ;  for  the  Effluvia  are 
a  Poifon  of  the  moft  fubtile  Nature. 

G  3  Now 
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Now  does  any  thing  fo  ufeful,  fo  benefit 
dal  to  Mankind,  defer ve  to  be  fo,  much  ex-  * 
ploded,  and  treated  with  fo  much  Calumny  ?  1 
But  amongft  all  their  falfe  Xnfinuations,  let 
them  bring  one  fingle  Xnftance,  well  attefted,  * 
of  the  Damage  any  one  has  received  from  it. 
Though  I  believe  there  never  was  a  Medi¬ 
cine  given,  but  fometimes  has  proved  not  on¬ 
ly  detrimental  to  the  Patient,  but  even  Death 
itfelf  has  enfued,  efpecially  when  mifapplied : 
Witnefs  the  fo  much  celebrated  Gafcogiris 
Powder,  which  occafions  yearly  the  Lofs  of 
many  thoufand  Subjed's  to  the  Crown.  I  aver, 
Qinddll ver  never  did  any  harm  to  the  Patient, 
which  is  more  than  can  be  faid  of  any  other 
Medicine. 

After  all  that  has  been  faid  on  the  Vir¬ 
tues  of  Quickfilver,  our  Debtors  dare  not 
preferibe  it,  for  fear  of  difobliging  the  Apo¬ 
thecaries. 

-  .  .  i! 

There  is  another  prevailing  Opinion,  !'| 
That  Acids  are  the  Caufe  of  almoft  all  Dif- 
eafes :  Whereas  they  are  not  liable  to  Cor¬ 
ruption,  therefore  mull  keep  the  Fluids 
pure,  arid  without  any  Contamination :  Nor  : 
can  they  be  the  Caufe  of  any  Fever,  becaule  j 
they  are  the  greateft  Coolers  we  know  of ;  \ 

neither 


neither  can  they  be  the  Caufe  of  any  cutane¬ 
ous  Eruption,  becaule  I  know  by  Experi¬ 
ence,  fas  I  could  bring  many  to  tellily) 
that  they  are  a  very  powerful  and  effectual 
•Remedy  againft  fuch  Diftempers. 

I  know  no  Method  more  proper  than 
what  is  laid  down  in  the  loregoing  Chapter, 
where  Nature  is  wanting. 

l  , 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  one  Mr.  Morgan 
in  Hanover-ftreet,  Hanover-fquare. 

np  H  E  Cafe  of  a  Daughter  of  his,  who 
had  intirely  loll  her  Appetite,  and  her 
Belly  fwell’d  to  that  degree,  that  they 
thought  it  would  have  burll,  great  Com¬ 
plaint  of  Stiches  all  over  her  Body,  and  the 
la£l  Year  troubled  with  fainting  Fits,  which 
came  on  fo  fall,  that  he  deipaired  of  her 
Life  till  the  next  Day  ;  he  fent  for  a  Phy- 
fician,  who  gave  her  Phylick  of  feveral  forts 
to  kill  Worms,  as  he  thought ;  but  finding 
Ihe  grew  worfe,  he  call’d  in  another,  as  emi¬ 
nent  as  any  of  the  Profeffion,  who  gave  her 
leveral  Vomits  in  the  Morning  falling,  and 
gave  her  Medicines  to  dellroy  the  Vermin, 
but  to  no  purpofe  ;  he  call’d  in  a  third  Phy- 

G  4  fician. 


fician,  who,  he  fays,  loved  the  Child  as 
if  Ihe  had  been  his  own,  who  was  refolved 
to  try  what  Quickfilver  would  do  ;  after 
taking  it  a  third  time,  it  brought  away  a 
Handful  of  the  Ends  of  Thread  and  Ends  of 
Silk,  fome  being  of  a  particular  fort,  and 
believe  Ihe  mull:  have  had  it  in  her  near 
five  Years  ;  llie  is  now  recover’d,  and  is  in 
a  much  better  State  of  Health,  than  ever 
fmce  Ihe  was  born. 


Tour  mojl  bumble  Servant , 

George  Morgan. 


King’s-Evil,  or  Scrofula. 


J  S  either  Hereditary  or  Accidental,  is 
J.  feated  in  the  Blood,  and  ufually  defcends 
to  the  Children,  if  either  of  the  Parents 
ever  had  it. 

i 

This  Difeafe  is  feldom  met  with  but  in 
young  People.  It  generally  appears  firft  ip 
the  Glands  of  the  Throat,  with  hard  Swel- 

■  V 

lings  of  a  livid  Colour,  flow  in  coming  to  a 
Maturation,  bearing  the  Touch  without 

muc4 


much  Uneafinefs,  being  attended  with  left 
Pain  and  Sorenefs  than  any  other  Ulcer,  of 
what  Kind  foe ver. 

The  Accidental  proceeds  from  any  old 
Ulcer  that  has  been  long  in  curing,  or  from 
any  Inflammation  of  the  Eyes,  which  I  have 
obferv’d,  in  a  very  fliort  time,  to  become 
fcrofulous.  I  ' 

The  Hands,  Feet,  or  any  other  Part, 
may  be  affected  with  it.  Before  the  Patient 
comes  to  be  Twenty-five  Years  of  Age,  ’tis 
rare  but  this  Diftemper  naturally  wears  off 
I  was,  fome  Years  fince,  called  to  a  Mer¬ 
chant’s  Son  in  this  City,  about  Six  Years 
old  :  He  had  this  Difeafe  in  a  violent  De¬ 
gree,  in  his  private  Parts,  which  were  fwel- 
led  to  a  prodigious  Size  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  afflicted  with  no  lefs  than  (even  Ulcers. 
I  order’d  him  a  Diet- Drink:  Upon  taking  of 
which,  the  Swelling  abated,  and  the  Ulcers 
grew  well,  without  any  other  Application 
than  dry  Lint. 

The  Spring  following,  this  Diftemper 
threatened  a  Return  ;  but  upon  the  Repe¬ 
tition  of  the  Diet- Drink,  he  was  perfectly 
recovered. 

. 


“  Take 
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iC  Take  Mercurius  Dulcis  one  Dram, 

«  Antimony  reviv’d  half  a  Dram.  You 
“  may  give  of  this  Medicine  three,  four,  or 
££  five  Grains,  according  to  the  Age  or 
<£  Strength  of  the  Patient.  Take  this  twice 
« a  Week.”  ■  •  •  -  • '  j 

In  the  intermediate  Days,  ufe  the  Diet- 
Drink  following  T 

% 

“  Take  of  the  Leaves  of  Senna  half  a 
“  Pound,  the  Root  of  Monks  Rheubarb  fe« 

“  ven  Ounces,  the  Root  of  the  lliarp- 
tc  pointed  Dock,  the  Roots  of  Polypody  of 
<£  the  Oak,  of  each  four  Ounces,  the  Roots 
“  of  Mizerion  three  Ounces  and  a  half,  Rue 
“  leaved,  Whitlow*Grafs  three  Handfuls, 

<£  Rinds  of  Oranges  dried  fix  Ounces,  crude 
“  Antimony  grofiy  powdered  one  Pound. 

“  Slice  and  bruife  thele  ;  then  put  them  in 
“  a  Bag,  and  boil  them  in  four  Gallons  and  | 
11  a  half  of  middling  Drink,  to  three  Gal- 
“  Ions.  Take  half  a  Pint  every  Morning, 

“  increafing  or  leflening  the  Dole,  accord- 
££  ing  to  its  Operation.  By  this  very  Me- 
££  thod  I  have  cured  great  Numbers. 


EtEPHAN- 


Elephantiasis. 

rTp  H  E  worft,  and  moft  obftinate  of  Cu¬ 
taneous.  Difeafes  :  ’Tis  Vermicular. 

This  Species  of  Eruption  does  not  al¬ 
ways  appear  the  fame  ;  fometimes  it  breaks 
out  like  (mall  Boils,  ofe  feveral  Colours  ; 
fome  yellow,  feme  again  white,  and  others 
of  a  livid  Complexion.  This  laft  fort  fome¬ 
times  brings  off  the  Patient’s  Nails.  I  had 
a  Gentlewoman,  in  this  Town,  in  this  mi- 
ferable  Condition  ;  yet,  in  a  Ihort  time,  Ihe 
was  perfe&dy  well.  In  fome,  this  Diftem- 
per  appears  in  an  infinite  Number  of  Water- 
Bladders,  from  whence  iffue  great  Quanti¬ 
ties  of  a  fait  briny  Matter,  of  fo  corrofive  a 
Quality,  that  where  it  falls,  it  excoriates. 
Salivation,  in  thefe  Cafes,  has  been  tried 
without  Succefs  ;  yet  the  Diilemper  yields 
to  Remedies  in  no  refpedt  violent. 

Use  the  fame  Remedies  prefcribed  in  the 
King’s-Evil,  taking  Quickfilver,  about  an 
Ounce  every  Day  for  a  long  Continuance, 
will  prove  of  great  Benefit. 


Leprosy 
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Leprosy  of  the  Greeks? 

or  Lepra  Grascorum. 

'’T'HIS  appears  in  a  broad  white  Scale, 
■*"  furrounded  with  a  fmall  Circle  of  Red, 
but  almofl  even  with  the  Skin  ;  which,  as 
People  grow  in  Years,  for  the  mod  part  get? 
Ground  •,  fo  that  in  Procefs  of  Time  the  Pa¬ 
tient  becomes  very  uneafy.  This  Difeafe  is 
rarely  cured ;  becaufe  the  Nature  of  it  is  for 
the  moll  part  miftaken,  by  reafon  Phyficians 
fuppofe  it  to  proceed  from  an  acid  Quality 
in  the  Fluids  ;  for  which  reafon  they  pour 
in  Alkalious  Remedies  of  all  forts,  which  on¬ 
ly  add  to  the  Matter  of  the  Difeafe.  Now,  if 
any  Perfon  defires  to  be  fatisfied  of  this 
Miftake,  I  will  venture  to  give  fuch  Proof 
of  it,  as  fhall  be  convincing,  from  the  Expe¬ 
rience  of  many  learned  Men,  that  there  is 
no  Add  of  any  kind  in  the  Fluids  ;  as  Tit- 
cairn  fays,  the  famous  Mr.  Boyle  alTerts ; 
Sir  John  Caleb atch $  Experiment  with  the 
Syrup  of  Violets  is  fufficient,  to  go  no  far¬ 
ther  ;  Dr.  Borehaave  is  in  the  fame  Way 
of  Thinking. 

Bun 
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But  why  fhould  Men  of  Art  be  fo  averfe 
to  Cold-bathing  in  this  Cafe?  The  j Israelites 
were  famous  for  an  itchy  fcabby  People  ; 
and  the  only  Remedy  we  find  they  made  ufe 
of,  was  Immerfion  in  cold  Water. 

Physicians  objedr,  That  the  Immerfion 
in  cold  Water,  in  Cutaneous  Cafes,  has  of¬ 
ten  thrown  this  corrupt  Matter  on  the 
Lungs,  and  caufed  Confumptions.  If  they 
can  make  this  appear  from  one  fingle  In« 
ftance,  it  may  give  fome  Satisfaction,  as  to 
what  they  aflert  ;  though  it  will  be  far 
from  proving  their  Conclufion  to  be  true. 
What  they  fay  of  Cold-bathing,  is  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  what  I  have  experienc’d  in  Prac¬ 
tice,  and  from  my  Way  of  Thinking. 

Upon  the  Patient’s  Immerfing  in  the  moft 
intenfe  cold  Water  that  can  poffibly  be  found, 
all  the  Heat  is  flung  from  the  Surface  of  the 
Body,  into  its  moft  inwrard  Parts  ;  when  the 
Patient  comes  out,  the  Heat  returning  from 
whence  it  came,  performs  its  Motion  with 
that  Elaflicity  and  Force,  that  it  fills  the 
Skin  with  vaft  Numbers  of  cutaneous  Spots, 
by  which  the  Blood  becomes  much  finer, 
and  thole  corrupt  Parts  of  the  Fluids  are 
difcharged.  For  the  Truth  of  this,  I  ap- 
.  peal 
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peal  to  every  one  that  immerfes  in  very 
cold  Water. 

It  may  be  farther  prefumed,  That  where¬ 
as  the  Patient  often  complains  of  flying  Pains 
in  the  Mufcles,  which  occafion  a  great  Ina¬ 
bility  to  Motion.  This  Diforder,  generally 
fpeaking,  is  caufed  from  Wind  blowing  up 
the  Mufcles  beyond  their  due  Tendon  :  In 
which  Cafe  they  will  receive  Benefit,  not 
only  from  the  cold  Quality  of  the  Water, 
but  more  from  the  Weight  of  it,  which  pref- 
fes  the  Mufcles  into  their  due  Places,  lo 
that  you  find  yourfelf  inflantly  fitter  for 
Motion. 

In  feme  Parts  of  AJia,  as  loon  as  any  one 
complains  of  Pains  in  their  Mufcles  and 
Bones,  their  Friends  immediately  throw  them 
on  the  Ground,  and  kneel  on  them,  at 
length,  by  preliing  their  Mufcles,  they  are 
fenfible  of  Relief. 

I  have  dwelt  the  longer  on  this  Head, 

,  becaufe  I  would  have  Cold-bathing  grow'  as  i 
univerfal  as,  I  hope.  Inoculation  in  a  fhort 
Time  will  do.  And  now  I  have  mentioned 
Inoculation,  I  fhould  think  it  unpardonable, 
if  I  ihould  take  no  Notice  of  her  late  Majefty, 
as  a  great  Promoter  and  Encourager  of  this 

Prac* 
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Practice.  I  believe  the  World  will  readily 
allow  me,  that  her  late  Majefty  was.  as  much 
fuperior  in  her  Undemanding,  to  the  Genera¬ 
lity  of  her  Sex,  as  hie  was  fuperior  to  them  in 
that  Station  in  which  Providence,  fo  happily 
for  Mankind,  had  placed  her.  How  many 
are  there  that  are  ready  to  run  into  any 
Mode  or  Falhion,  though  never  fo  extrava¬ 
gant,  if  it  has  but  the  Sanction  of  the  Great? 
Let  fuch,  on  this  Occafion,  imitate  their  late 
Queen.  Is  it  poffible  they  can  be  follicitous 
in  Matters  of  a  trifling  Nature,  and  Ihew  lit¬ 
tle  or  no  Regard  to  what  is  of  infinite  Im¬ 
portance  to  Mankind  ?  Inoculation  is  as  be¬ 
neficial  an  Invention,  in  every  Relpedt,  as 
either  this  Age,  or  any  of  the  preceding  ones, 
have  produced  :  Yet,  what  is  very  furpri- 
zing,  it  meets  with  little  Encouragement 
from  the  Ladies.  Is  Beauty,  that  arrives  to 
fuch  a  Perfection  in  an  Englijb  Climate,  of 
fo  little  Importance,  that  it  is  beneath  our 
Care  ?  What  miferable  Havock,  what  terri¬ 
ble  Changes  has  this  oneDiftemper  produced 
in  the  moft  lovely  and  amiable  Part  of  the 
Creation  ?  The  Ladies  may  poflibly  (mile 
to  hear  a  Man  of  Fourfcore  ufe  fuch  warm 

Ex- 
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Expreffions ;  but  I  will,  venture  to  lay  witlf 

Mr.  j Dryden,  That 

1  • 

Old  as  I  am ,  for  Ladles  Love  unfit , 

The  Tower  of  Beauty  I  remember  yet. 

I  therefore  lament  the  firiall  and  incon- 
fiderable  Progrels  which  Inoculation  has  as 
yet  made  in  Great  Britain.  Phyficians 
terrifying  People  from  it,  becaufe  you  maiy 
bring  on  fome  other  Difeafe:  When  Dogs 
beget  Bears  and  Lyons,  and  Horfes  begets 
Bulls  and  Elephants,  then  will  Inoculation 
produce  other  Dileafes  befides  the  Small- 
Pox,  contrary  to  a  known  Maxim  in  the 
Schools ;  Qualls  eft  Caufa ,  tails  eft  Ef- 
fectus ;  Such  as  the  Caufe  is,  fuch  is  the 
Effedt 

As  to  that  ridiculous  Afperfion  fome  Peo¬ 
ple  have  call  upon  it,  by  calling  it  a  Tempt¬ 
ing  of  Goo,  and  bringing  Difeafes  upon  our 
i'elves:  This,  to  a  thinking  Perfon,  mull  ap-  « 
pear  fo  frivolous,  that  it  fcareely  deferves  an 
Anfwer.  Is  there  one  lingle  PaiTage  in  the 
whole  Sacred  Writings,  that  reftrains  Man¬ 
kind  from  anticipating  an  Evil,  by  making 
ule  of  the  proper  Precautions  for  preventing 

it.3 
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it?  If  thefe  fcrupulous  Gentlemen,  whofe 
Confciences  were  not  always  fo  flrait-laced, 
will  produce  me  but  one  {ingle  Inftance  of 
an  abfblute  Prohibition  from  Things  of  this 
Nature,  I  will  readily  acquiefce,  and  willingly 
retrad  my  Error.  I  beg  my  Reader  s  pardon 
for  fo  long  a  Digreffion ;  but  I  hope  the  Im¬ 
portance  of  the  Subjed  will  fufficiently  attone 
for  it,  I  can  allure  them,  what  has  been 
faid  on  this  Occafion,  is  not  from  any  View 
to  my  own  private  Intereft,  but  merely  out 
of  Regard  to  the  general  Good  of  Man¬ 
kind. 

.  *  •  .  ,,  ..  t  ■  4{ . »  s. 

Branny  Itch,  or  Pruritus 

Farinus. 

*»  V  i  "  r  ft  •  v . 

Tp  HIS  Sort  of  Eruption  is  much  like 
'*■  Bran,  from  whence  it  takes  its  Name. 
;Tis  pretty  univerfal,  fpreading  all  over  the 
Body  and  Limbs  ;  but  is  much  eafier  cured 
than  either  of  the  former. 

’Tis  cured  by  the  fame  Method  with  the 
Leprofy  of  the  Greeks, 

H  Itch^ 


/ 


Itch,  or  Pruritus. 


H I S  is  the  moft  common  of  all,  very 


much  infefting  the  Sea-Coafts  of 
England. ,  Scotland ,  and  Ireland ;  and  is  very 
contagious.  It  is  caufed  generally  by  Fil- 
thinels,  and  feeding  much  upon  Filh.  This 
even  the  Illiterate  allow  to  be  vermicular. 

In  hot  Climates  I  have  feen  the  Vermin 
moving  in  the  Puftles.  The  Remedies  which 
are  ufed,  undeniably  prove  the  Difeafe  to  be 
very  vermicular ;  for  all  Mercurial  Oint¬ 
ments  and  Wallies,  nay,  a  Quickfilver  Gir¬ 
dle,  are  the  common  Remedies ;  and  we  know 
nothing  that  lb  infallibly  deftroys  Worms 
as  Mercury. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  give  a  Defcrip- 
tion  of  moft  of  the  Acute  Difeafes  amongft 
us,  as  I  have  done  of  the  Chronic,  except  a 
Lethargy,  which  proceeds  from  too  moift  a 
Brain,  and  needs  no  Delcription.  | 

“  Take  one  Quart  of  Spring-Water,  dif- 
“  folve  in  it  one  Dram  of  Sublimate,  Cream 
u  of  Tartar  half  an  Ounce : .  Walh  the 


“  Puftles 
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u  Puftles  over  with  this  at  Night  going  to 
“  Bed  :  Change  your  Linnen,  and  in  three 
“  Nights  at  fartheft  you  ihall  be  well.  ’Tis 
“  neceflary  at  leaft  to  purge.  I  likewife  re- 
“  commend  Bleeding.” 


Plague,  or  Peilis. 

IS  H  A  L  L  begin  with  what  the  Learned 
Dr.  WiUis  fays  of  it :  Natura  pejlis 
miafmate  virulento  &  fpirituali  fundatur  d 
quo  Effluvia  vaporofa  quaque  verfus  dijfufa 
adeo  pot  enter  fe  exp lie  ant ,  ut  vel  ex  minima 
feminario  feracem  mortis  &  exitii  fegetem 
cito  propagent. 

By  this  he  only  defign’d  to  deferibe  after 
what  Manner  the  Infection  is  convey’d  ; 
which  leems  very  reafonable.  Take  the  De- 
feription  of  this  Diftemper  as  follows  : 

It  begins,  as  all  other  Fevers  do,  with  In- 
termiffions  of  Heat  and  Cold  ;  the  Symp¬ 
toms  are  higher  than  in  any  other  Fever ; 
intenle  Thirft,  violent  Vomitings,  Pains  in 
the  Head,  Back,  Joints,  and  all  over  the 
Mufcles  ;  a  total  Failure  and  Proftration  of 
all  Strength  and  Ability,  as  if  there  was,  as 

H  a  in 
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in  Reality  there  is,  a  general  Mortification  of 
all  the  Fluids  enliiing. 

The  Appearances,  which  come  on  in  a  few 
Hours,  are  what  we  call  Tetechi<e ,  or  black 
Spots,  with  a  Buboe  or  inflammatory  Swel¬ 
ling  in  the  Groin,  or  fome  other  of  the 
Emundtories. 

This  Difeafe  is  very  foon  at  a  Crifis,  in 
three  or  four  Days  at  the  fartheft,  but  gene¬ 
rally  fooner. 

When  I  took  by  Storm  the  two  Cities  of 
Guaiaquil ,  under  the  Line,  in  the  South  Seas> 
it  happen’d,  that  not  long  before,  the  Plague 
had  raged  amongft  them.  For  our  better 
Security,  therefore,  and  keeping  our  People 
together,  we  lay  in  their  Churches,  and  like- 
wife  brought  thither  the  Plunder  of  the 
Cities :  We  were  very  much  annoy’d  with 
the  Smell  of  dead  Bodies.  Thefe  Bodies 
could  hardly  be  faid  to  be  buried  ;  for  the 
Spaniards  abroad  ufe  no  Colfins,  but  throw 
ieveral  dead  Bodies  one  upon  another,  with 
only  a  Draw-board  over  them  ;  fo  that  it  is 
no  Wonder  we  receiv’d  the  Infedtion. 

In  a  very  few  Days  after  we  got  on  board, 
one  of  the  Surgeons  came  to  me,  to  acquaint 
me,  that  feveral  of  my  Men  were  taken  alter 

a  vio- 
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a  violent  Manner,  with  that  Languor  of 
Spirits,  that  they  were  not  able  to  move,  I 
immediately  went  among  them,  and,  to  my 
great  Surprize,  (oon  difcerned  what  was  the 
Matter.  In  left  than  Forty-eight  Hours  we 
had  in  our  feveral  Ships,  one  hundred  and 
eighty  Men  in  this  miferable  Condition. 

I  order'd  the  Surgeons  to  bleed  them  in 
both  Arms,  and  to  go  round  to  them  all, 
with  Command  to  leave  them  bleeding  till 
all  were  blooded,  and  then  come  and  tie 
them  up  in  their  Turns.  Thus  they  lay 
bleeding  and  fainting,  fo  long,  that  I  could 
not  conceive  they  could  lofe  left  than  an 
hundred  Ounces  each  Man. 

If  we  had  loft  fo  great  a  Number  of  our 
People,  the  poor  Remains  mu  ft  infallibly 
have  periflfd.  I  began  to  confider,  that 
the  Plague  was  no  more  than  a  Fever  of  the 
moft  exalted  Kind  ;  and  fo  Duro  huic  nodo 
durior  adhuc  cuneus  adhibendus .  A  Fever 
we  define  to  be  AnEta  fanguinis  Ferment  a- 
tio  fanguini  £f>  humoribus  induUta ,  The 
•  only  Intention  of  Healing,  muft  be  to  abate 
that  preternatural  Fermentation,  and  refift 
Putrefaction,  which  muft  be  by  large  Quan¬ 
tities  of  cooling  and  diluting  Liquors.  We 

H  3  had 
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had  on  board  Oil  and  Spirit  of  Vitriol  ftiffi- 
cient,  which  I  caufed  to  be  mixed  with 
Water  to  the  Acidity  of  a  Lemon,  and  made 
them  drink  very  freely  of  it ;  fo  that  not- 
withftanding  we  had  one  hundred  and  eighty 
odd  dowii  in  this  moft  fatal  Diftemper,  yet 
we  loft  no  more  than  feven  or  eight ;  and 
even  thefe  owed  their  Deaths  to  the  ftrong 
Liquors  which  their  Mefs-Mates  procured 
for  them. 

They  had  all  Spots,  which  in  the  great 
Plague  they  call  Tokens  ;  few  or  none  of  the 
Spaniards  efcaped  Death  that  had  them ;  but 
my  People  had  them,  and  Buboes  too. 

Now  if  we  had  had  Recourfe  to  Alexiphar- 
micks,  fuch  as  Venice  Treacle,  Diafcordium, 
Mithridate,  and  fuch-like  good-for-nothing 
Compofkions,  or  the  moft  celebrated  Gaf- 
coiris  Powder,  or  Bezoar,  I  make  no  Qyeftion 
at  all,  confidering  the  Heat  of  the  Climate, 
but  we  had  loft  every  Man. 

«r 

?Txs  furprizing  to  me,  that  Phyficians  can 
read  fo  many  Authors,  and  overlook  the 
moft  reafonable  Rules  for  the  Good  and  Fre* 
fervation  of  Mankind,  and  imbibe  Prin¬ 
ciples,  which,  were  it  not  for  fear  of  giving 
Qftence,  I  ftiould  fav5  are  contrary  to  Com¬ 
mon 
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ition  Senfe.  I  fhall  inftance  in  one  more 
remarkable  than  all  the  reft. 

The  firft  Axiom  that  is  laid  down  by  Ri~ 
verms,  in  his  Theraputic  Part  of  his  Infti- 
tutes,  is,  Omnis  curandi  Methodus  d  pimo 
hoc  &  generalijfimo  p'incipo  defumitur ,  con - 
traria  contraries  curantur. 

Galen  fays,  No  Rule  in  the  Mathema- 
ticks  is  more  certain  than  this.  I  have  had 
more  than  Fifty-nine  Years  Experience  to 
back  this  Aflertion,  and  in  the  worfl;  Cli¬ 
mates. 

Read  the  Man  whole  Reafon  was  much 
fuperior  to  mine,  the  honeft  and  good  Dr. 
Sydenham ,  and  fee  if  the  Rule  above  was 
not  his  Guide. 

Sennertus  alfo,  in  his  Inftitutes,  fays, 
'uicquid  curatur ,  curatur  contraries. 

This  very  Rule  has  been  lo  little  Regard¬ 
ed,  that  a  Phyfician  of  this  Town  offer’d  to 
lay  Five  Hundred  Pounds  with  me,  that  I 
did  not  produce  fuch  an  Axiom ;  but  as  he 
grew  cooler,  he  thought  better  of  it.  By 
this  it  appears,  how  little  Notice  is  taken 
of  the  moft  uleful  Rules  in  the  Art  of 
Healing. 

H  4  The 
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IN  this  Diftemper,  as  in  all  other  Fevers, 
I  prefcribe  the  cool  Regimen,  which 
mu  ft  be  follow’d  in  cafe  Mankind  prefer 
Life  to  Death ,  Eafe  to  Tain  ;  a  fhort  Fit 
of  Illnefs  to  a  long  and  tedious  one ;  a  good, 
to  a  broken  and  fhatterd  Conftitution  ;  lay¬ 
ing  afide  B lifters,  and  all  heating  and  poifon- 
ous  Powders :  The  former  ferve  only  to  keep 
the  Patient  upon  the  Rack  ;  the  latter,  to 

heighten  and  increafe  his  Fever.  — - And 

what  is  ftill  worfe,  it  extracts  the  Serum, 
which  is  the  pureft  Part  of  the  Blood. 

Some  of  our  modem  Phyficians  are  ex¬ 
tremely  fond  of  a  Modifli  Remedy,  call’d 
Harts-Horn  ;  let  them  only  make  this  Ex¬ 
periment.  ...Mix  a  (mall  Quantity  of  Harts- 
Horn  With  the  Venal  Blood  ;  they’ll  be  fur- 
priz’d  to  fee  as  good  Dirt  as  any  they  can 
meet  with  in  their  Streets.  Mankind  cannot 
fail  of  being  infinitely  oblig’d  to  them  for 
fuch  an  ufeful  Invention.  On  the  contrary, 
let  them  mix  the  fame  Quantity  of  Spirit; 
-p.f  Vitriol  with  an  equal  Quantity  of  Blood, 

and 
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\  and  it  fhall  appear  equally  bright,  and  florid, 
with  the  Arterial  Blood. 

If  it  fhould  pleafe  God  to  afflid  us  with 
this  Difeafe,  fbme  Perfons  muft  be  under  no 
fmall  Concern  to  procure  a  fuiiicient  Quanti¬ 
ty  of  Cantharides  ;  for  if  it  fhould  fo  happen 
that  People  went  to  their  Graves  with  whole 
Skins,  then  the  moft  fovereign  Remedy  would 
be  omitted.  Now  this  great  Catholicon  does 
not  only  poifon  and  inflame  the  Fluids,  but 
draws  off  the  purer  Part  of  the  Blood,  which 
is  the  Serum.  By  this  Pradice  the  Mafs 
becomes  more  grumous  and  thick  ;  fo  that 
Circulation  is  impeded,  and  the  Patient  fuf- 
focated :  Whereas  if  there  was  Care  taken 
to  dilute  and  thin  the  Mafs  of  Blood,  Cir¬ 
culation  wmuld  be  much  eafier  maintain’d, 
and  by  this  Means  prevent  Death.  An  emi¬ 
nent  Phyfician  was  ask’d,  How  Bliftering 
came  fo  much  in  Fafhion  ?  He  anfwer’d, 

-  •  •  'v''‘  * 

They  had  it  from  the  Indians.  But  I,  that 
have  feen  more  Indians  than  all  the  Phyfi- 
pians  in  England,  deny  that  the  Indians  ever 
l  make  ufe  of  Blifters.  They  do  often  caute- 
rife  ;  and  in  all  Fevers  amongft  them,  they 
cover  the  Patients  over  in  the  Sands  till  they 
are  in  a  profufe  Sweat,  and  then  throw  them 

into 
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into  the  cold  Water ;  by  which  Means  they 
become  well. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  Dr.  Rad- 
clijf  ever  ufed  this  unhuman  Method  of 
Bliftering,  as  it  is  now  in  Vogue.  I  fliould 
be  glad  to  know  likewife,  if  there  is  any 
Authority  from  any  of  our  moft  approved 
Authors  for  fuch  a  Pra&ice.  The  honeft 
Dr.  Sydenham  calls  Bliftering,  Rumano  cor  to 
ladere.  Dr.  Baynard  would  fay,  That  as  t 
Belzebub  fignifies  a  Fly  in  the  Hebrew  . 
Language,  that  the  Devils  w7ere  nothing  but  i 


great  Cantharides.  We  lhould  likewife  be 


at  a  Lois  for  Bezoar,  that  petrified  Matter  of 
Difeale,  cut  out  of  the  Paunches,  Galls,  and  : 
Bladders  of  fome  of  the  naftieft  Creatures  in  : 
being,  as  Guananoes,  a  monftrous  Beaft  be-  > 
tween  a  Camel  and  a  He-Goat,  black  Cattle, ,  a 
Hogs,  Goats,  and  an  ugly  Animal  they  call 
Tacos  de  la  Tierra ,  Monkeys,  Porcupines, 
and  all  fuch  nafty  Animals. 

Of  this  I  have  been  credibly  inform’d  by 
Perfons  of  the  belt  Reputation,  both  in  the 
Eaft  and  Weft  Indies. 

We,  in  Difie&ions,  too  often  find  in  the 
Galls  and  Bladders  of  Human  Bodies,  great  3 
Quantities  of  Stones,  which  doubtlels  may  y 

as 
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as  well  ferve  for  Bezoar,  as  the  difealed  Mat¬ 
ter  of  the  afore-mention’d  Beads  ;  they  for 
the  mod  part  dying  with  thefe  feveral  forts 
of  Stones,  as  by  Experience  ’tis  daily  feen 
we  do. 


Spotted  F ever,  or  Febris 


Peftilentialis. 


HIS  begins  like  the  Plague,  except¬ 


ing  that  all  the  Symptoms  are  lefs 
violent ;  Intermiffions  of  Heat  and  Cold, 
Vomiting,  great  Pains  in  the  Head,  Back, 
Limbs,  Joints,  and  all  the  Mufcles,  intenfe 

Thirft.  The  firft  Crifis  is  the  Petechiae,  or 
black  Spots.  If  the  Patient  furvives  this 

fatal  Difeafe,  the  laft  Crifis,  which  we  de¬ 
fine  to  be  Subita  &  repentina  mutatio  in 
morbo  faff  a  *vel  ad  faint  em  roel  ad  mortem 
divergens,  is  feldom  before  the  feventeenth 
or  twenty-firft  Day. 

About  Fifty  Years  fince,  this  Fever 
raged  much  in  Briftoly  fo  that  I  vifited  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty  Patients  a  Day  for  a 
confiderable  Time,  befides  their  poor  Chil¬ 
dren  taken  into  their  Workhoufe,  where  I 
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engaged  myfelf,  for  the  Encouragement  of 
fo  good  and  charitable  an  Undertaking,  to 
find  them  Phyficb,  and  give  them  Advice  at 
my  own  Expence  and,  Trouble,  for  the  two 
firft  Years.  All  tliefe  poor  Children  in 
general  had  this  Fever,  yet  no  more  than 
one  died  out  of  the  whole  Number,  which 
was  near  two  hundred. 

I  shall  give  a  particular  Inftance  of  one 
Perfon  cured  in  an  uncommon  Way. 

One  Thomas  Hacket ,  an  Apprentice  to 
Mr.  John  Scandrett  a  Grocer  in  Wine-fireet , 
Brijtol ,  labouring  under  this  fatal  Fever,  had 
a  violent  Hemorrhage,  or  Flux  of  Blood  at 
his  Nofe,  notwithftanding  great  Quantities 
of  Blood  were  taken  from  his  Arms,  and  the 
moft  cooling  Medicines  adminifler’d  which 
could  be  thought  of ;  yet  all  prov’d  ineffec¬ 
tual,  infomuch  that  there  was  no  room  to  j 
expect  his  Life.  I  order’d  a  large  Vefiel  to  ; 
be  filled  below  Staff's  with  Spring- Water,  j: 
He  was  carried  down  in  a  Sheet,  and  put  into 
the  Water  ;  he  dipp’d  his  Head  leveral  times, 
upon  which  the  Bleeding  flopped.  I  believe 
he  might  continue  in  the  Water  a  Quarter  of 
an  Hour  ;  after  which  Time  he  was  carried 

to  Bed,  only  cover’d  with  a  Sheet.  He  flep$ 

well 
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Well  that  Night ;  the  Spots  all  difappear’d  ; 
he  was  very  well,  only  weak,  and  believe 
he  is  now  living  in  Briftol. 

This  being  of  a  very  high  inflammatory 
Nature,  ’tis  proper  to  take  away  large  Quan¬ 
tities  of  Blood,  giving  the  Purge  defcribed 
i  in  the  Gout  every  other  Day,  taking  after  it 
l  the  fame  Night  the  following  Draught. 

“  BLACK-Cherry-Water,  Mint-Water,  of 
'  tl  each  one  Ounce  and  a  half;  Plague-Water 
“  half  an  Ounce,  Diacodium  ten  Drams, 

1  “  made  into  a  Draught.  On  the  Days  you 
|  “  do  not  purge,  take  the  following  :  Con- 
1  “  ferve  of  Wood-Sorrel,  of  Hips,  and  Bar- 
*  “  berries,  of  each  one  Ounce  ;  Cream  of 
'  “  Tartar,  and  Tartar  vitriolated,  of  each  two 
j  “  Drams ;  Syrup  of  Rafpberries,  enough  to 
“  make  it  into  a  fine  Electuary.  Take  the 
“  Quantity  of  a  Nutmeg  at  four  or  five  in 
'  “  the  Afternoon,  and  at  Bed-Time,  drink’ng 
“  after  it  a  Tea  -  fpoonful  of  Mynjicht’s 
“  Elixir  of  Vitriol  in  a  large  Glafs  of  Water, 
\  “  keeping  the  Patient  very  cool,  and  giving 
“  large  Draughts  of  cooling  and  diluting 
“  Liquors. 

The 
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The  Flux  Small  Pox,  or 
Variolas  Confluentes. 

HIS  Difeafe  was,  doubtlefs,  long  be- 


**■  fore  the  Time  of  Hippocrates,  or  the 
Divine  old  Man,  as  we  call  him ;  and  yet  ’tis 
very  furprifing  he  makes  no  mention  of  it ; 
nor  have  we  any  Greek  Word  for  it. 

There  are  three  Species  of  this  Difeafe, 
commonly  known  to  Phyficians,  the  (Son- 
fluent,  Anomalous,  and  Diftindt. 

I  shall  venture  to  fet  down  a  fourth 
Kind,  which  I  have  obferv’d,  as  different 
from  the  three  former,  as  they  are  from  each 
other  ;  and  which  may  be  called  the  Spotted 


Kind. 


I  shall  begin  with  the  molt  fatal  of  the 
three  firft  Sorts,  the  Confluent  Small  Pox. 

This  Diftemper  fets  out  in  the  fame  Man¬ 
ner  as  other  Fevers  do,  from  the  Plague  to 
an  Ague,  Intermiflions  of  Heat  and  Cold, 
Vomitings,  great  Third:,  violent  Pains  in 
the  Head,  Back,  &c.  But  the  Phyfician  may 
be  allured  where  thofe  Lumbago’s,  or  Pains 


in 


C  Hi  ] 


in  the  Back,  are  complain’d  of,  let  the  Fever 
be  of  any  Kind  whatfoever,  it  certainly  car¬ 
ries  a  Sting  with  it,  though  no  Man  can  fay 
what  Species  of  Fever  it  will  be,  before  its 
firfl  Crifis. 

Soon  after  the  Patient  is  feiz’d  with  this 
Sort  of  the  Small  Pox,  the  Face  and  Hands, 
and  all  Parts  of  the  Body,  lhall  be  very  much 
inflamed,  broad  red  Spots  appearing ;  and 
the  fecond  or  third  Day,  at  fartheft,  there 
lhall  begin  to  appear  an  entire  Blifter  from 
Head  to  Foot,  often  attended  with  (pitting 
Blood,  bloody  Urine,  and  the  like. 

One  would  think,  from  the  new-invented 
Way  of  curing  this  Diftemper  by  Blillering, 
(for  which  no  good  Reafon  can  be  given, 
nor  do  I  remember  any  Authority  for  it,) 
that  this  Difeafe  rnuft  certainly  bring  its  Re- 
i  medy  with  it ;  for  here  is  a  Blifler  from 
Head  to  Foot,  and  confequently  this  Con¬ 
fluent  Kind  of  Small  Pox  ought  to  be  lefs 
1  dangerous  than  the  other  two  Sorts :  But  to 
i  our  great  Grief,  we  find  this  Sort  to  be  more 
difficult  to  be  cured,  than  either  Peftilential 
p  Fever  or  Plague  ;  nor  does  any  acute  Difeafe 
>;  come  up  to  it  for  Danger,  except  the  Fourth 


Sort 
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Sort  of  Small  Pox,  of  which  I  fliall  fpeak 
hereafter. 

It  will  be  neceflary  to  take  Notice  of  the 
critical  Days  in  this  fatal  Difeafe.  There  is 
little  Mention  made  of  any  critical  Day  in 
this  Town  but  the  Ninth ,  which  is  no  criti¬ 
cal  Day,  nor  is  it  pollible  any  juft  Reckon¬ 
ing  can  be  kept  by  it.  Thus,  while  People 
are  ignorant  of  the  Days  of  Danger,  how  can 
Provifion  be  made  againft  them  ? 

The  critical  Days,  we  fliall  venture  to  fay, 
are  the  eighth,  the  eleventh,  the  fourteenth, 
the  feventeenth,  and  the  twenty-firll; ;  to  be 
thus  accounted. 

If  you  are  ill  at  ten  of  the  Clock  at 
Night,  that  muft  be  call’d  the  firft  Day,  as 
really  it  is,  inclufive. 

And  ’tis  thus  we  reckon  Tertian  and 
Quartan  Agues. 

The  Reafon  why  the  Ninth  Day  comes 
to  be  accounted  critical,  is  from  People’s 
reckoning  from  the  Day  of  Eruption. 

Now  in  Confluent  Small  Poxes,  if  the 
Patient  begins  to  complain  at  Two  or  Three 
in  the  Morning,  there  fliall  be  broad  red 
Spots  appear  beforeTwelve  at  Night.  ’Tis 
evident,  the  critical  Days  are  much  protracted 

by 
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by  the  Crudity  of  the  Matter,  which  al¬ 
ways  happens  when  it  appears  fo  very  foon, 
and  by  this  Protradion  the  laft  critical  Day 
comes  to  be  the  Twenty-firft. 

3Tis  a  known  Maxim  in  Phyfick,  Trtmte 
concoUtionis  vitium  non  corrigit  fecnnda ;  and 
fo  on. 

In  the  Anomalous  Kind,  which  is  left 
crude,  the  Fourteenth  or  Seventeenth  are  the 
laft  critical  Days  ;  and  in  the  Diftind  Sort 
the  Eleventh. 

This  Account,  I  will  venture  to  fay,  is  a 
true  one  ;  fo  that  the  Ninth  Day  has  no 
Place  amongft  the  critical  Days.  If  the  Fa¬ 
culty  pleafe,  it  may  be  called  one  of  the 
, Dies  Indices . 

Anomalous  Small  Pox,  or 
Variolas  Anomalas. 

G* '  \ 

THOUGH  my  Befign  is  to  treat  of 
feveral  acute  Difeafes,  yet  there  need 
no  farther  Defcription  than  that  where  Symp¬ 
toms  appear  high,  the  Fever  will  be  of  a 
more  dangerous  Kind  ;  and  where  they  are 

I  more 
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more  remlfs,  the  enfuing  Diftemper  will  br 
of  a  more  favourable  Sort. 

This  Species  of  Small  -  Pox  is  diftin- 
gui llied  from  the  other  two,  by  its  fluxing, 
in  forne  Parts,  and  being  in  others  very  Di- 
ftind. 

The  Phyfician  may  be  very  ferviceable 
to  his  Patient  in  this  Cafe,  if  it  be  rightly 
underflood ;  otherwife  the  Patient  often 
buffers  Death.  But  it  mull  be  confider’d. 
Nature  is  three  Days  forming  variolous 
Matter  :  Moil  Phyficians  are  too  apt  to  be 
giving  heating  Medicines  to  throw  it  out, 
by  which  Means  the  Fever  is  very  much  in- 
creafed,  which  brings  on  a  great  Ataxie,  or 
irregular  Motion  of  the  Animal  Spirits  ;  lb 
that  all  Digeftion  of  the  Morbifick  Matter 
is  obftrutfted,  contrary  to  a  known  Maxim, 
CoUta  non  cruda  funt  medicanda ;  lb  that 
nothing  but  Water- Bladders  and  Blue  Spots 
appear,  which  renders  the  Patient’s  Circum- 
ftances  very  deplorable. 

It  mull  be  want  of  Obfervation  that 
makes  Phyficians  lo  fearful  of  Bleeding  in 
this  Diftemper  after  the  Eruption.  The  good 
Dr.  i Sydenham  goes  no  further  than  Mitt  at  nr 

fanguis 
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fdnguls  quovis  die  ante  tertium  inclufioe , 
which  is  but  the  fecond  Day  after  their  Ap¬ 
pearances.  But  the  moft  excellent  Tefer 
Bayrus ,  of  Turin ,  who  wrote  ‘about  Two 
Hundred  and  Fifty  Years  fince,  gbes  fur¬ 
ther  ;  and  I  can  affirm,  by  Experience,  and 
from  the  Succefs  I  have  had,  that  the  Patient 
may  be  blooded  every,  or  any  Day,  to  the 
Twenty-fi'rft. 

It  is  impoffible  it  can  pals  the  Obferva- 
tion  of  Phyficians,  and  People  that  ufual- 
ly  attend  Women  in  this  Species  of  Small- 
Pox,  that  about  the  Sixth  or  Seventh  Day 
great  Floodings  come,  efpecially  if  it  hap¬ 
pens  in  the  Flower  of  their  Age.  Now  all 
this  is  Arterial  Blood,  which  is  the  Life  and 
Spirit  of  Mankind  :  And  this  is  never  preju¬ 
dicial,  where  no  Endeavours  are  ufed  to 
flop  it.  Nature  will  neither  be  forced,  nor 
driven,  and  is  often  very  hard  to  be  led  ; 
but  will  do  Wonders,  when  properly  affifted. 

Now  if  fo  much  Arterial  Blood  may  be 
loft  without  Inconvenience,  how  much  more 
may  be  taken  by  Phlebotomy  from  the 
Veins,  with  the  utmoft  Advantage  to  the 
Patient.  ■ 


I  z 


There 


[  lr6  ] 


There  Is  One  Thing  very  material,  and 
which  ought  principally  to  be  regarded  in 
this  Diftemper  ;  that  about  the  Seventh  or 
Eighth  Day  there  comes  on  a  Ptyaliftn, 
which  is  a  Salivation,  without  which  the 
Patient  never  lives.  Children  that  have  it, 
never  falivate,  but  have  a  Dirrhoea,  or 
Loofenefs,  which  is  much  the  fame  in  Ef¬ 
fect.  Where  the  Phyfician  flops  it,  he  kills 
the  Child  ;  and  how  many  poor  Babes  have 
loft  their  Lives  by  this  Practice,  it  is  terrible 
to  think. 

Permit  me  to  give  an  Inftance  of  a  Gen¬ 
tleman,  who  was  Steward  to  the  Duke  of 
Beaufort ,  one  Mr.  Curr  :  He  had  this  Spe¬ 
cies  of  the  Small-Pox  ;  no  Ptyalifm  coming 
on  at  the  ufual  Time,  I  gave  him  Mercury ; 
but  that  not  anfwering,  and  he  lying  as  it  i; 
were  in  Extremis,  I  refolv’d  to  make  a  Child  . 
of  him,  and  purge  him  to  eight  or  ten  Mo¬ 
tions  ;  by  which  he  was  fo  much  reliev’d,  i 
that  I  went  on  in  that  Courfe  every  Day,  > 
till  the  Danger  of  his  Diftemper  was  over. 
He  is  now  living  in  South-Wales ,  a  Gentle¬ 
man  of  iooo /.  ^  Annum. 


This 
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This  brings  to  my  Mind  a  Saying  of  the 
great  and  learned  Lord  Verulam,  Non  fin- 
gendum  aut  excogitandum ,  fed  inveniendum 
quid  naturafaciat  aut  fer at. 


Distinct  Small  Pox,  or 

Variolas  Diilinciss. 

i 

^-jP  HERE  wants  very  little  to  be  faitl  on 
this  Kind  of  Small-Pox.  I  have  heard 
of  feveral,  but  never  had  one  that  died  in 
this  Cafe  :  The  lefs  is  done,  the  better;  for 
having  but  a  few,  they  are  never  of  a  bad 
Sort ;  whereas,  if  you  have  many,  they  are 
&ever  of  a  good  Sort. 

Spotted  Small  Pox. 

pp  HIS  Sort  begins  with  very  high  Symp- 
A  toms,  and  appears  with  large  red  Spots, 
i  much  like  the  Confluent  Kind,  with  the 
J  Face  and  other  Parts  very  much  inflamed  ; 

|  yet  in  twelve  Hours  the  Patient  /hall  be- 
?  come  perfectly  pale,  the  very  Middle  of 
thofe  red  Spots  turning  to  a  black  corney 
Sebilance,  hardly  fo  big  as  a  large  Pin’s 

I  3  -  Head, 
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Head.  Of  this  Sort,  in  Fifty-eight  if  cat’s  - 
Practice,  I  have  obferv  d  no  more  than  five, 
all  Children.  I  could  never  carry  One  to  the 
firft  critical  Day;  whereas,  in  the  Confluent 
Kind,  they  rarely  die  before.  - 

“  In  this  I  bleed  in  large  Quantities, 
“  keeping  the  Patient  very  cool,  and  con- 
“  ftantly  plying  him  with  Cool  Tankards, 
“  and  fuch  diluting  Liquors,  giving  every 
u  Evening  about  Five  of  the  Clock,  an  Ounce, 
“  or  an  Ounce  and  an  half  of  Diacodium.  If 
“  that  does  not  procure  Reft,  after  three 
“  Hours  I  repeat  it.  I  fliarpen  all  his  Malt- 
“  Liquors  with  Spirit  of  Vitriol.  If  it  be  of 
“  the  Flux,  or  Anomalous  Kind,  the  Se- 

'  ■  '  5‘ 

“  venth  Day  I  give.  of  Mercurius  Dulcis, 
“  and  Cinabar  of  Antomony,  of  each  half  a 
C£  Scruple,  made  into  a  Bolus  with  any  Con¬ 
serve ;  and  do  the  like  again  the  Thir- 
f  teenth  Day.  The  Tenth  Day  you  may 
“  begin  to  ufe  the  following  Cordial  in  (mail 
‘‘  Quantities. 

“'Take  Cowflip  -  Water,  Mint -Water, 
“  Black-Cherry- Water,  of  each  three  Oun- 
u  ces,  Plague-Water,  and  Aqua  Mirabilis, 
“  each  an  Ounce  and  half  prepared,  Pearl, 
“  a  Dram  and  a  half,  fweeten’d  with  fine 


•£ 
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Sugar.  You  may  fometimes  take  aGlafs  of 
■a  Wine,  agreeable  to  a  known  Maxim  in 
M  Phyfick  ;  In  declinatione  morhi  quo  magis 
cc  c  ale  facts  eo  magis  concoBtonem pro?noves. 

“  When  the  lad  critical  Day  is  over,  I 
“  bleed  to  about  twelve  Ounces  ;  the  next 
“  Day  purge  with  that  fet  down  in  the 
“  Gout,  taking  a  Quieting  Draught  of  Dia- 
w  codium  at  Night,  when  the  Purging  is 
over.  Purging  and  Bleeding  very  well 
“  after  this  Difeafe,  mud;  upon  no  Account 
tc  be  omitted  ;  other  wife  the  Patient  will 
break  out  in  Boils,  and  will  have  very 
“  fore  and  weak  Eyes  for  a  condderahle  time 
f  after. 

Whilst  I  lived  with  Dr.  Sydenham,  1 
had  myfelf  the  Small-Pox,  and  fell  ill  on 
Twelfth  -  Day.  In  the  Beginning  I  lod 
Twenty-two  Ounces  of  Blood  :  He  gave  me 
a  Vomit;  but  I  find  by  Experience,  Purging 
much  better.  I  went  abroad,  by  IPs  Direc¬ 
tion,  till  I  was  blind,  and  then  took  to  my 
Bed.  I  had  no  Fire  allow’d  in  my  Room, 
my  Windows  were  condantly  open,  my 
Bed-Clothes  were  order’d  to  belaid  no  higher 
than  my  Waid.  He  made  me  take  twelve 

I  4  Bottjes 
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Bottles  of  Small-Beer,  acidulated  with  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Vitriol,  every  Twenty-four  Hours. 

I  had  of  this  Anomalous  Kind  to  a  very 
great  Degree,  yet  never  loft  my  Senfes  one 

'Moment, 

This  Method  will  ferve  very  well  in  the 
Confluent  Sort.  This  you  may  follow  in 
the  Diftindt  Small-Pox  °7  but  in  a  more  re~ 
mils  Degree. 

Mifs  Corbet  had  as  high  a  Confluent 
Small-Pox  as  ever  I  faw,  making  bloody 
Water,  and  the  worft  Symptoms  attending 
her.  Dr.  Mead  and  another  Phyfician  left 
her,  faying,  She  could  not  live  fix  Hours. 

I  was  call’d,  to  her  ;  I  defir’d  Hie  might  in- 
ftantjy  be  blooded.  The  Right  Honourable 
the  Lady  Botham ,  her  Mother,  fent  for  a 
Surgeon,  who  refufed  to  do  it,  telling  my  .. 
Lady,  that  Dr.  Mead  faid,  That  if  Hie  was 
blooded,  Die  would  die  inftantly.  I  told 
the  Lady,  That  Colours  were  all  the  fame 
to  the  Blind:  I  had  a  black  Man  that 
blooded  very  well,  and  fent  for  him,  who 
perform’d  the  Operation  :  She  loft  a  vaft 
Quantity  of  Blood.  Mifs  Corbet  declared 
afterwards,  That  upon  bleeding  Hie  found 
her  Spirits  revived,  and,  as  it  were,  a  new 
'!  *  '  '  Life 
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Life  coining  on  ;  and  fo  it  pleafed  God  flie 
recover’d. 

But  there  is  lately  a  new  Species  of  the 
Small-Pox,  call’d,  The  Honycomb  Small-Pox 
never  known  before.  The  Ufe  of  Bidders  in 

c  t 

this  Difeafe,  rob  the  Plufeles  of  the  Matter 
contain’d  in  them;  and  then  the  Pufeies,  by 
lubfid  ng,  fomething  referable  an  Honycomb. 
Bur  if  Doctors  will  create  new  Difeafes,  ’tis 
lit  they  fhould  give  them  new  Names. 

Measles,  or  Morbilli. 

THIS  is  a  Difeafe  chiefly  incident  to 
Youth,  the  Puftles  never  rifing  above 
the  Superficies  of  the  Skin,  mdels  forced  by 
too  heating  Medicines,  and  too  hot  a  Regi¬ 
men.  It  generally  terminates  the  fourth  or 
fifth  Day,  carrying  with  it  little  or  no  Dan¬ 
ger,  if  the  Phyfician  be  not  over-bufy  with 
his  Cordials  and  forcing  Medicines,  which 
only  increase  the  Fever,  and  by  that  Means 
often  endanger  the  Patient. 

I  do  not  remember  I  ever  heard  of  any 
one’s  dying  or  this  Difeafe,  till  about  thirty 
years  fence;  but  of  late,  by  the  Help  of 

G  aj coins 


[  *22  ] 

\  '  ,  ■  /  ‘  .  -  Jjjl] 

Gafcoins  Powder,  and  Bezoartic  BolufFe$p 
together  with  Blifters,  and  a  hot  Regimen, 
(which,  if  experienc’d  on  a  healthy  Perfon, 
would  endanger  his  Life)  the  Blood  is  fo 
highly  inflamed,  and  the  Fever  increafed  to 
that  degree,  that  it  is  become  equally  mortal 
with  the  Small-Pox. 

There  is  nothing  farther  required  in  the 
Cure  of  this  Difeafe,  than  to  give  a  little 
Diacodium  at  Night,  allowing  a  fufficient 
.Quantity  of  cooling  and  diluting  Liquors. 

Scarlet  Fever,  or  Feforis 

Scarletina. 

'  "  *  v  :  .  ’  ' 
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*"*¥“  HIS  is  a  Fever  of  a  milder  Kind 
A  than  the  Mealies,  and  does  not  want 
the  Affiftance  of  a  Do&or.  The  Skin  feems 
to  be  univerfally  inflamed  ;  but  the  Inflam- 
mation  goes  off  in  Forty-eight  Hours.  1 

There  is  alfo  another  Sort  of  Fever  with 
Eruption,  too  inconfiderable  to  make  another 
Chapter.  This  Diftemper,  called  by  fome 
the  Swine  Tox,  by  others  the  Chicken Tox. 

There 
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There  is  nothing  more  necefiary  in  thefe 
light  Fevers  with  Eruption,  than  to  purge 
duly  after  them. 

Use  the  fame  Method  as  in  the  Mealies. 


Erysipelas,  or  Febris 


HIS  Fever,  when  In  the  Face,  Is  cai- 


j  led  St.  Anthony  s  Fire  ;  when  in  the 
Body  or  Limbs,  Eryfipelas. 

It  appears  with  a  very  great  Inflamma¬ 
tion  where  it  begins,  with  vaft  Numbers  of 
Water-Bladders,  and  is  very  apt  to  turn  to 
a  Mortification,  as  it  often  does,  infomuch 
that  the  Patient  lofes  his  Life  :  But  by  pro¬ 
per  Remedies  it  is  very  eafily  cured,  and  in  a 
few  Days. 

This  Inflammatory  Fever  Is  curable  by 
high  bleeding,  and  frequent  purging.  Thq 
belt  topical  Remedy  is  Venice  Treacle ,  which 
prevents  Mortification,  and  foon  deftroys 


the  Putties,  or  Water-Bladders. 
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Peripneumonie,  or  Perip¬ 
neumonia. 

'i 

'T4'  H  1  S  comes  on  as  all  other  Species  of 
■  Fevers  do. 

5Tis  known  by  a  violent,  acute,  and  poig¬ 
nant  Pain  all  round  the  Bread  and  Sides.  In 
fhort,  a  general  Inflammation  of  that  mod 
fenfible  Membrane,  the  Pleura,  accompanied' 
with  a  great  Difficulty  of  Breathing,  fliort 
Cough,  Languor  of  Spirits,  and  kills  in  a 
very  few  Hours,  without  profufe  Bleeding. 

This  Didemper  is  incident  to  all  Ages  and 
Sexes,  but  generally  feizes  adult  Perlons. 

The  principal  Thing  required  in  the  Cure 
of  this  Difeafe  is  Bleeding,  which  mud  be 
followed  till  all  the  poignant  or  (hooting 

Pains  are  intirely  removed. 

Take  Oil  of  Lillies,  Oil  of  Sweet  Al- 
“  monds,  Ointment  of  Althea,  of  each 
a  equal  Quantities  ;  rub  it  into  the  Parts  af- 
u  faded  very  well,  Morning  and  Night, 
tc  putting  d  Sheet  of  brown  Paper  over  it. 
u  Take  of  Melon,  Pompion,  Gourd-Seed, 
cc  of  each  half  an  Ounce,  white  Poppy-Seeds 

a  three 


■Zr  •  i  •’  ■  v  ■  t 
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“  three  Drams,  ten  Jordan  Almonds  blanch’d;' 
“  bruife  thefe  in  a  Marble  Mortar,  pouring 
“  on,  by  little  and  little,  a  Pint  and  half 

,  “  of  Barley-Water  ;  add  a  little  Sugar,  and 
“  make  an  Emulfion.  Let  the  Patient 

“  drink  plentifully  of  this.  Take  Oil  of 
“  Sweet  Almonds  two  Ounces,  of  Syrup  of 
“  Violets,  and  Syrup  of  Venus  Maidea 
“  Hair,  of  each  one  Ounce,  Sugar  Candy 
“  half  an  Ounce,  making  it  as  fliarp  with 
“  Spirit  of  Vitriol  as  a  Seville  Orange,  and; 
“  make  a  Lambative  ;  take  of  it  often  in  a 
“  Day  from  a  Liquorifh  Stick,’’  1 


Pleurisy,  or  Pleuritis, 

rr  HIS  may  be  faid  to  be  the  half  of  a 
Perineumonie,  affeding  one  Side  only. 
Some  will  have  it  that  it  falls  only  on  the 
Left  Side  ;  but  it  often  comes  on  the  Right 
too.  'Tis  an  high  inflammatory  Fever,  ac¬ 
companied  with  violent,  acute,  and  pricking 
Pains,  with  a  lhort  Cough  attending  it,  with 
which,  after  a  little  Time,  if  the  Phyfician 
be  not  ready  in  bleeding  it  the  Patient 
fpits  a  bloody  and  purulent  Matter,  and  is 
in  Danger  of  a  Confumption. 

The 
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The  Cure  is  the  fame  as  in  the  foregoing 
Chapter.  I  never  knew  any  one  die  of, this 
Difeafe,  but  for  want  of  Bleeding. 

In  this  and  in  the  Peripneumonie,  I  have 
found  by  Experience,  that  half  a  Dram  of 
Olibanum  given  in  any  convenient  Vehicle 
once  in  four  or  fix  Hours,  far  excells  all 
other  internal  Means  whatfoever. 


QuiNSEYy  or  Angina. 

/  ~  -  ’  •  - 

THIS  is  one  of  the  mod;  violent  and 
acute  Fevers  that  can  befal  us.  The 
Learned  make  not  three  Species,  but  rather 
three  Degrees  of  it ;  viz.  Cynanche,  Sy- 
nanche,  and  Parafynanche.  This  inflames 
the  Tonfils  or  Glands  about  the  Throat,  as 
alio  the  Mufdes  of  the  Wind-Pipe  and  Gul¬ 
let,  fo  that  fwallowing  any  Thing  is  totally  }■ 
obftrudted.  This  Difeafe  yields  to  nothing 
but  high  Bleeding,  Many  have  died  in 
eight  Hours,  after  the  fir  ft  Seizure.  Jgf 

- 

a  This  '■! 
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[  1 2  7  ] 


a  This  Defeafe  requires  as  high  Bleeding^ 
a  as  any  ;  you  muft  likewile  open  both* 
“  Veins  under  the  Tongue.  Take  Plantains- 
M  Water,  Red  -  Rofe  -  Water,  and  Frogs- 
w  Spawn-Water,  of  each  three  Ounces,  the 
“  Whites  of  three  Eggs  beaten  to  a  Water, 
a  Syrup  of  Mulberies  two  Ounces,  gargle 
cc  your  Throat  often  with  thefe.  Another 
Gargarifm,  though  this  be  a  very  good 
“  one,  I  much  prefer  :  Take  Spring-Water 
one  Pint,  Mercury  Sublimate  half  a  Dram,* 
c<  Cream  of  Tarter  two  Drams ;  levigate- 
u  thefe  very  fine,  then  filtre  it  off  for  your 
f  Ufe.  Purging  is  very  requifite.” 


Rheumatism,  or  Rheu- 
matifmus. 

HIS  is  likewife  a  high  inflammatory 


■®-  Fever  :  The  Blood  does  not  appear 
more  pleurical  or  fizey  in  any  Diftempec 
than  in  this. 

This  for  the  molt  part  caufes  great  Pains 
in  the  Joints  ;  nor  are  the  Mufcles  free.  If 
it  fixes  in  any  Part  three  or  four  Days,  it 


often 
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often  caufes  fmall  Tumours  without  Inflam¬ 
mation,  which,  as  the  Pains  pafs  to  other 

i '«*  »■ 1  ■.  It-v-  ■  ■  \ 

•  Parts,  foon  difappear,  for  tney  are  never  long 

fixed  on  any  Part ;  from  whence  it  takes  the 

'  •  - 

Name  of  Arthritis  V agi,  or  Wandring  Gout, . . 

In  the  Day-Time  thefe  Pains  are  very  tol- 
lerable  ;  but  when  thl  Patient  is  warm  in 
Bed,  very  acute  and  torturing.  ‘ 

Bleeding  in  this  Cafe  is  no  Remedy  :  I 
myfelf  having  known  very  many  lofe  an 
hundred  Ounces  of  Blood,  and  more,  with¬ 
out  the  ieaft  Relief.  The  Cure  is  much 
eafier  performed  without  that  Operation,  as 
lias  been  often  experienced  by  feverai  emi¬ 
nent  Phyficians. 

“  Take  TurBith  Mineral  eight  Grains, 

-  *  “  Confer ve  of  Hipps  one' Dram;  make  it 

a  into  an  Eleduary.  Take  it  about  Four 
a  a -Clock  in  the  Afternoon  ;  between  every 
“  Motion  drink  PoRet-Drink.  At  Bed-Time  j 
“  take  an  Ounce,  or  an  Ounce  and  half  of 

•  ‘  *  '  i  t  I' 

<c  Diacoduin  ;  drink  plentifully  of  the  E- 
“  mulfionprefcribed  in  the  Peri  pneumonic. 

“  The  next  Night  take  of  the  Sweat  as  pre- 
“  fcribed  in  the  Gout,  Immerfion  in  cold 
“  Water  is  a  Remedy  of  lingular  Ufe.” 

Ague, 
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Ague,  cr  Febris  Intermittens. 

.-»v»As  .  • 

IH  A  V£  oblerved,  That  a  Conlumption. 

was  an  inflammatory  Difeafe  ranged 
among  the  Cronicks  :  An  Ague  is  a  ner¬ 
vous  Diltemper,  placed  among  the  Acute. 

This  Species  of  Fever  does  not  proceed 
from  an  inflamed  Mafs  of  Blood,  as  all  other 
Fevers  do,  but  from  an  Ataxie,  or  violent 
Motion  of  the  Animal  Spirits,  which  caufes 
as  great  a  Degree  of  Heat,  as  if  the  Blood 
were  in  the  molt  exalted  Fermentation  :  All 
Heat  being  nothing  elfe  but  the  Effed:  of 
Motion.', 

Physicians  have  been  very  much  at  a 
Lofs  to  find  out  the  Caule  and  Seat  of  this 
Difeafe,  it  being,  as  was  oblerved  before,  a 
a  nervous  Fever.  It  mull  proceed  from  the 
Brain  ;  otherwife  how  is  it  polfible  it  Ihould 
keep  its  Hated  Periods,  fo  as  to  come  at  the 
fame  Hour  every  Day,  every  third  and  every 
fourth  Day,  as  it  certainly  does,  reckon¬ 
ing  the  Day  inclufive.  Whereas  in  an  in¬ 
flamed  Mafs  of  Blood,  the  Fever  always 

K  continues 
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continues  till  the  Inflammation  is  wholly 
taken  01%  and  then  the  Fever  ceafes,  with¬ 
out  any  return. 

Farthermore  we  fay,  Ex  jmantibns 
&  ladentlbus  fumitur  indicatio.  Bleeding, 
’tis  plain  from  every  one’s  Experience,  is 
highly  prejudicial  in  this  Cafe.  The  Re¬ 
medy  to  which  this  Bifterriper  yields,  fs  the 
Bark  ;  which  is  the  bell;  Medicine,  in  ner¬ 
vous  Cafes,  known  to  Mankind.  Yet  the 
giving  fuch  large  Quantities  of  the  grofs 
Parr,  has  often  done  very  great  Prejudice 
to  the  Patient. 

The  Virtue  of  this  Vegetable  confifts  in 
a  refinous  Quality  ;  which,  if  feparated  from 
the  earthly  Part,  will  prove  a  Remedy  in¬ 
deed. 

It  may  be  wondered  with  what  Difficul¬ 
ty  the  Ufe  of  the  Bark  was  firft  introduced 
and  that  it  fhould  almoft  be  look’d  upon  at 
prefent  as  a  Panacea,  is  equally  furprifing  ; 
infomuch,  that  now  there  is  more  Harm  done 
by  it, .  than,  it  formerly  did  Good,  the 
Doctor  watching  diligently  for  an  Intermif- 
fton  :  Whereas  there’s  great  Difference  be¬ 
tween  Intermiffion  and  Remiflion  ;  for  as  all 

Fevers 
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Fevers  have  their  Times  of  Exacerbation, 
fo  neceflarily  they  maft  have  Times  of  Re- 
miffion,  but  none  of  Intermiffion  ;  becaufe 
then  the  Patient  muff  be  perfectly  well 
and  free,  as  in  an  Intermitting  Fever.  Too 
many  pay  dear  for  this  Miftake. 

Dr.  Morton,  efteemed  a  good  Phyfi- 
cian,  was  a  great  Admirer  of  this  Medicine, 
infomuch  that  he  gave  it  in  almoft  all  Cafes. 
I  never  obferved  it  do  any  Good,  but  in 
nervous  Complaints.  Phyficians  and  Apo¬ 
thecaries  are  little  acquainted  with  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  it.  In  Teru  they  call  it  Cafcarilla. 
It  may  be  doubted  if  one  hundred  Weight 
of  it  be  uled  in  a  whole  Year  throughout 
that  Kingdom,  which  is  more  than  twenty 
times  as  large  as  Great  Britain. 

•“  Take  two  Ounces  of  fine  Bark  grofly 
“  powdered  ;  infufe  it  cold  in  a  Quart  of 
“  Red  Port  for  forty-eight  Hours  ;  then 
“  filtre  it  off  as  you  ufe  it,  taking  fix  Spoon- 
“  fuls  every  third  or  fourth  Hour,  begin- 

■  ning  juft  when  the  Fit  is  off,  till  you  have 

■  “taken  the  whole  Quart.  Thus  repeat  it 
||  “  four  times,  and  it  will  not  return.  This 

K  a  “  muff 
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“  muft  be  obferved,  If  it  purges,  it  will  do 

“  no  Service.  In  this  Cafe  put  two  or  three 
“  Drops  of  Liquid  Laudanum  into  eachDofe? 
“  till  the  Purging  is  flopp’d.” 

jv  >  * 

Fever  on  the  Spirits. 

/  1  a  -  ^ 

IT  may  be  juflly  faid,  All  Fevers  are  on 
the  Spirits,  and  no  where  elfe.  ’Tis 
wifely  obferved  this  Fever  does  not  appear  ; 
to  which  may  be  readily  anfwered,  De  non 
exiflentibus  &  de  non  apparentibus  eadem 
fjl  ratio. 

This  naturally  leads  me  to  take  Notice 
of  the  Fluids  of  Human  Bodies  ;  and  I  fhall 
leave  it  to  the  Opinion  of  the  Reader, 
in  which  of  them  a  Fever  begins  or  con¬ 
tinues. 

Now  the  Fluids  confift  of  animal,  mine¬ 
ral,  and  vegetable  Beings;  Alkali’s  and 
Acids,  which  may  be  thus  accounted,  Spi¬ 
rit,  Sulphur,  Salt,  Earth  and  Water ;  There 
is  no  Defcription  to  be  given  of  the  firfl  of 
thefe,  unlefs  a  negative  one ;  the  two  fecond 
are  Minerals ;  the  other  two  the  Join  t-cauie 
of  Vegetation. 
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Let  the  Reader  confider,  "if  a  due  Mix¬ 
ture  of  the.  four  laft  are  capable  of  beget¬ 
ting  fuch  a  Heat  in  human  Bodies,  as  to 
caufe  a  fever  without  the  Intervention  of 
the  Spirits,  from  whence  it  may  reafonably 
be  concluded  all  Fevers  proceed. 

This  is  cured,  as  in  the  foregoing 
Chapter. 

Difeafes  of  the  Stomach,  de 
Ventriculi  affedtibus. 

ALMOST  all  Diftempers  proceed 
from  a  Vice  in  this  Bowel ;  and  it  as 
rarely  fails  to  have  its  Share  in  mod  Disor¬ 
ders  liable  to  human  Bodies  ;  as  great  Sick- 
nefs.  Pains,  Convulhons,  which  are  the  ufual 
Complaints  the  Patient  makes  when  this  Part 
is  affected.  This  feems  principally  to  be 
caufed  from  Indigeftion  ;  lo  that  the  crude 
Chyle  mixing  with  the  other  Fluids,  Toon 
brings  on  Putrefaction  ;  for  if  the  ftrft  DI~ 
geftion  be  not  good,  the  fecond  never  cor¬ 
rects  the  Vice  of  the  firft ;  as  we  fay,  2Vi- 
m<£  concoUtionh  vitiwn  non  corrigit  fecnnda, 

K  3  and 


and  fo  on  ;  fo  that  any  Diftemper  we  are 
liable  to,  may,  and,  for  the  mod  part,  does 
proceed  from  Indigeftion. 

Vomiting,  in  the  forementiooed  Difor- 
ders,  if  exploded,  would  prove  beneficial  to 
the  Patient,  it  being  contrary  to  the  Rules 
of  Nature  ;  which  has  provided,  that  what 
is  received  at  the  Mouth,  fhould  pais  to  the 
common  Draught  :  So  that  Purging  teems 
more  reafonable  ;  becauie  by  that  the  In- 
teftines,  as  well  as  the  Stomach,  are'  freed 
from  their  Filth  and  Impurities  ;  which  Vo¬ 
mits  do  not  fo  effectually  carry  off] 

There  is  farther  this  Disadvantage,  That 
the  Fibres  of  the  Stomach  are  drawn  irom 
their  true  Periftaltick,  to  a  contrary  Motion, 
which  is  too  great  a  Strain  for  thoie  fineVef- 
fels,  by  w'hich  means  they  become  lax,  and 
are  much  weakened  ;  fo  that  the  Tone  of 
the  Stomach,  by  too  frequent  Repetition  of 
this  Practice,  is  wholly  loft. 

I  shall  forbear  to  mention  the  many 
Inftances  that  may  be  given  of  thofe  that 
have  loft  their  Lives  under  the  Operation  of 
V  omits. 
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'Tis  confefs’d,  the  Dodor  many  times 
gives  Satisfaction  to  the  Patient,  by  fliew- 
ing  the  {limy  Matter  that  is  brought  off  the 
Stomach  upon  the  Points  of  Feathers ;  where- 
as  that  Matter  is  necefiary  to  promote  Di~ 
geftion.  Let  it  be  confidered,  for  what 
End  were  thofe  little  Cells  formed  in  the 
Cruila  Villofa  ;  furely  not  to  be  kept  empty, 
neither  to  be  filled  with  what’s  of  no  Ufe  or 
Benefit  to  Mankind. 

t  •  i  «r  _*  '•  *  .•  •  =  ,'jii  a  -  v  •  v  -  -= 
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“  Take  Salt  of  Wormwood  two  Drams, 
'«  juice  of  Lemon  fix  Ounces ;  takeaSpoon- 
«•  ful  of  this  i every  -Hour  :  Or  take  of 
“  jpring  Water  half  a  Pint,  MynJichf  s  Elixir 
“  of  Vitriol  a  large  Tea-lpoonful  ; .  Take 
“  this  in  the  Morning,  at  Five  in  the  Alter- 
“  noon,  and  at  Bed-time:  Or  take  Mynjicht  s 

“  Tin&ure  of  Steel,  Elixir  Proprietatis, 

.. 

«  equal  Quantities ;  take  this  in  Water,  as 
«  before,  but  double  the  Quantity.  Crude 
“  Mercury,  taking  an  Ounce  every .  Day, 
“  exceeds  all,  taken  in  any  Vehicle. 

1  ■  v-  -  -  •  . 
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Difeafes  of  the  Intestines, 
de  affedfcibus  Inteftioorunj. 


I*T*'  H  E  S  E  iliall  be  placed  in  one  Chapter, 
•*"  by  reafon  of  the  nearnels  of  their  Re¬ 
lation  to  each  other. 

if  *.  .  .  T-  ,<  \  *  <  .  S 

The  Duodenum  is  a  Gut,  fo  call’d  from 
its  Menfuration,  being  almoft  twelve  Inches 
in  Length. 

The  Jejunum  is  fo  term’d,  becaufe  it  is 
rare  to  find  any  Excrement  in  it. 

Authors  have  feldpm  taken  Notice  of 
any  Diftemper  incident  fo  thefe  two  Bowels. 

The  third  is  the  Ileon,  a  circumftrendo. 
In  this  Inteftine  is  feated  the  moft  painful 

-  v 

and  dangerous  Difeafe,  call’d  the  Iliac  Paf- 
fion  ;  and  by  fome,  the  Miferere  met,  from 
the  acute  Pains  it  gives  the  Patient.  Ex¬ 
pert  us  loqaor. 

It  begins  with  Vomitings,  with  a  great 
Pain  about  the  Navel ;  which  increafing,  at 
Jaft  the  Patient  vomits  up  his  Excrements, 
or  any  Clyfter  given  ;  and  then  it  is  incu-? 

rable.  7 

This 
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This  does  not  proceed,  as  fome  People 
will  have  it,  from  a  Twift  in  the  Inteftine, 
by  reafon  of  the  Mefentery  adhering  to  it  ; 
but  it  is  caufed  from  an  In  verfion  oi?  the  Pe- 
riftaltick  or  Vermicular  Motion,  which  na¬ 
turally  moves  downwards.  Now,  this  b$- 
ing  turned  upwards,  the  Excrement  being 
carried  before  it,  preiles  on  the  Valves  of 
the  Inteftines,  which,  together  with  its 
being  contracted  within  itfelf,  gives  that 
miferable  and  intolerable  Pain. 

The  next  of  the  Inteftines  is  called  the 
Ccsecum,  or  Blind  Gut.  This  hangs  more 
like  a  Soldier’s  Knapfack,  from  the  other 
Inteftines  ;  the  Excrement  pailes  in  and  out 
the  fame  Way  :  I  don’t  know  that  it  is  liable 
to  any  Diftemper. 

After  this,  comes  the  Colon,  ah  tmpC- 
diendo ;  becaufe  it  hinders  the  Excrement 
from  palling  too  quick  :  Without  this  Re¬ 
tention  of  the  Excrement,  wre  fhould  be  ah 
jvays  fubjedfc  to  Diarrhoea’s  or  Loofenefles. 

The  Difeafe  incident  to  this  Inteftine,  is 
called  Cholera  Morbus,  the  Cholick. 

Of  this  there  are  two  Kinds;  either  Bile- 
pus  or  Hyfterical ;  or  when  in  Men,  Hypo- 

chondraical 
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chondraical.  As  their  Caufes  are  widely 
different,  fo  are  the  Methods  of  Cure. 

The  Reblum,  or  Streight  Gut,  in  great 
Weaknefles,  is  apt  to  fall  down,  which  we 
call  Procidentia  Ani,  and  is  known  to  every 
one  that  has  it ;  and  therefore  needs  no  De- 
fcription. 

The  Spin  dire- Mufcle  is  very  fubjedt  to 
the  Hazmorrhtdes,  or  Piles,  both  within  and 
without,  which  many  times  caufe  Fiftula’s 
in  the  Part. 


Difeafes  of  the  IntelHnes. 


The  Iliac  Passion 


O  U  need  go  no  further  for  the  Cure 


ft  of  this  fatal  Dileafe,  than  to  take  a 
Pound,  or  a  Pound  and  half  of  Crude  Mer¬ 
cury  :  And  had  the  late  Queen  Carolina 
but  taken  the  fame  Remedy,  I  will  aver, 
ihe  would  have  been  well  in  Twelve 
Hours.  * 


The 


I  . 


The  Cholicl 


^OR  the  firft  of  thefe,  take  Rheubarb, 


A  Cream  of  Tartar,  Liquorifh,  Co- 
u  riander-Seeds,  powder  all  thefe  very  fine  ; 
u  take  half  a  Dram  Night  and  Morning  in 
u  a  Glafs  of  Wine  :  Or  take  Black  Cherry- 
“  Water,  Mint-Water,  of  each  two  Ounces, 
“  ftrong  Cinnamon-Water,  Liquid  Lauda- 
“  num  twenty  Drops  ;  take  this  at  Night 
u  going  to  Bed  ;  or  take  the  Salt  of  Worm- 
<c  wood,  as  prefcribed  in  Difeafes  of  the 
u  Stomach,  for  the  other.7’ 


The  Streight  Gut, 


IS  often  in  felled  with  little  white  flat 
Worms,  call’d  Afcarides,  which  are 
deftroy’d  by  the  following  Ciyfler  :  Boil 
Quickfilver  in  Water  in  an  Earthen  Pot  for 
two  Hours ;  give  it  by  way  of  Clyfter. 


The 
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The  Cafe  of  Mifs  Corbet  was  fo  very  re* 

•  markable,  that  it  made  a  very  great  Noife 
all  over  the  Town,  infamuch  that  the  Gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  Faculty  feernd  to  be  much 
alarmed.  The  Right  Honourable  the  Lady 
Louifa  Barkeley ,  being  left  off  by  other 
Phyficians  ;  and  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Lady  Rachel  Manners ,  being  likewife  left 
off' by  her  Phyficians  ;  it  was  agreed  on  all 
Hands,  that  I  kept  them  alive  feveral  Days 
longer  than  was  expe&ed  by  any  Perfon 
about  them.  The  Lord  Irwin  died  of  the 
Small  Pox  near  the  fame  Time  ;  as  did  the 
Duke  of  Rutland, ,  and  Mr.  Manfel ,  of  a 
great  WelJJo  Family.  Great  Endeavours 
were  ufed  to  faddle  me  with  the  Death  of 
thefe  three  Gentlemen  :  It  was  given  out 
by  the  Apothecaries,  that  I  had  killed  all 
three  of  them,  by  introducing  a  new  Me¬ 
thod  of  Pra&ice  ;  whereas,  to  the  bed  of 
my  Knowledge,  I  never  faw  the  Face  of  f 
either  of  them. 

I  nevfr  affronted  any  Apothecary,  unlefs  . 
ordering  too  little  Phyfick  ;  and  curing  a 
Patient  too  loon,  is,  in  their  Way  of  Think¬ 
ing,  an  unpardonable  Crime.  I  mud 
confefs,  I  never  could  bring  an  Apothecary’s  . 

Bill 
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Bill  to  three  Pounds,  in  a  Fever  ;  whereas* 
I  have  known  feme  of  their  Bills,  in  this 
Difeafe,  amount  to  forty,  fifty,  and  fixty 
Pounds.  If  they  can’t  cure  with  lefs  Char¬ 
ges,  I  can’t  forbear  faying,  That  I  have  the, 
fame  Opinion  of  their  Integrity,  as  I  have 
of  their  Underftanding, 

Since  thefe  Gentlemen  have  been  pleas’d 
to  take  fuch  Liberties  with  my  Character,  I 
think  I  have  an  equal  Right,  or  that,  at  leaft* 
it  will  be  pardonable  in  me,  if  I  endeavour 
to  lay  open  their  Iniquities  to  the  World  : 

So  Modern  'Pothe  caries  learn  the  Arty 
From  Doff  or*  s  Bills ,  to  play  the  DoffoPs  Part  » 
Bold  in  the  Praffice  of  miftaken  Rules , 

Prefcribe ,  apply ,  and  call  their  Mafiers  Fools „ 

Pope’s  Eflays  on  Criticifm. 

When  I  have  attended  forae  of  my  Pa¬ 
tients,  they  have  very  often  given  it  as  a 
Reafon  for  not  feeing  me,  That  I  do  not 
prefcribe  every  Time  that  I  vifit  them  ;  and 
have  likewife  told  me,  That  they  learned 
this  Doctrine  from  the  Apothecary,  That 
’tis  your  Writing-ThjJiclan  only ,  who  has 

a  Title  to  a  Fee.  I  mu  ft  own,  at  firft 

Sight, 
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Sight,  this  carries  a  very  good  Face  with  if* 
and  mu  ft  naturally  create  in  Patients  a  great 
Opinion  of  the  Apothecary,  who  feems,  in 
this  Refpedl:,  to  adt  merely  out  of  Regard 
to  their  Welfare,  and  not  from  any  View  to 
the  Dodfor  s  In  ter  eft,  or  his  own.  But  to 
me  it  appears  very  plainly  a  Deceit,  how¬ 
ever  plaufible  to  others  ;  and,  to  make  it 
clear  to  you,  only  confider,  that  it  the  Phy- 
fician  writes,  it  muft  be  ten  or  twelve  Shil¬ 
lings  at  leaft  in  the  Apothecary’s  Way  ;  and* 
for  my  Part,  I  don’t  look  upon  this  to  be 
at  all  better  than  picking  one  Man’s  Pocket, 
to  put  Money  into  another’s. 

Now*  I  appeal  to  each  unprejudic’d 
Reader,  Whether,  if  a  Phyfician  muft  be 
compell’d  to  vary  his  Prefcriptions,  when 
there  is  no  Occafion  for  it,  he  is  confer 
quendy  left  under  the  greateft  Uncertainty, 
and  uncapable  of  judging  what  may,  or  may 
not  be,  of  Benefit  to  his  Patient?  So  that 
if  fuch  a  Practice  does  not  prove  fatal  to  the 
Patient,  he  runs  at  leaft  a  very  great  Hazard 
of  his  Life. 

3Tis  my  Opinion,  the  lefs  Apothecaries 
Gains  are,  the  better  the  Patients  may  afford 
.to  fee  their  Dodtor,  I  know  very  well,  I 

am 
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am  no  fooner  called  to  a  Patient,  but  it  is 
reported  immediately.  He  is  dead,  and  1 
have  killed  him  ;  as  in  the  Cafe  of  Sir  John 
Blunt ,  about  eight  Years  ilnce,  who  was 
ftruck  with  the  Dead-Palfey  :  However,  in 
four  Days,  his  Sences  were  perfectly  reftored 
to  him  ;  and  in  twelve  Days  he  had  the 
fame  Motion,  Life,  and  Senfation,  on  that 
Side  which  was  ftruck,  as  on  the  Side  that 
was  not  affeded. 

If  by  what  I  have  faid,  I  have  difobliged 
ail  the  Apothecaries  in  the  Kingdom,  I  have 
not  many  more  Enemies  amongft  them,  than 
I  had  before.  If  it  fhould  be  ask'd  now, 
What  was  the  original  Grounds  of  their 
Diflike  to  me  ?  I  can  give  no  other  P^eafon, 
than  my  being  always  inviobly  attach’d  to 
the  Intereft  and  Welfare  of  my  Patient,  and 
entirely  regardlefs  of  thefe  Gentlemens  un- 
1  warrantable  Gains. 

If  after  all  that  has  been  faid,  I  am  ftili 
j  to  be  recommended  by  Apothecaries,  and 
j  muft  depend  entirely  upon  their  good  Word, 
I  can  affure  the  World,  I  fliall  foon  retire; 
ji  where  none,  except  the  Poor,  will  have  any 
t  Affiftance  from  me, 

.  I  AM 
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I  am  very  fenfible,  my  Method  in  curing 
Fevers  is  much  exploded,  becaufe  1  ad:  quite 
contrary  to  the  common  Pradiee.  I  hap¬ 
pen’d  to  live  in  Gloucefierfbire ,  in  the  Years 
17x8  and  1729;  when  a  fatal  Epidemi¬ 
cal  Fever  raged  to  fuch  a  Degree  as  to  fweep 
off  whole  Families,  nay,  almoft  whole  Villa¬ 
ges.  I  was  called  to  feveral  Houfes,  where 
eight  or  nine  Perfons  were  down  at  a  Time, 
and  yet  did  not  fo  much  as  loofe  one  Patient 
where  I  was  concern’d.  I  defy  the  Malice 
of  my  mold  implacable  Enemies  to  make  it 
appear,  that  in  my  Ten  Years  laffc  Pradiee, 
have  loft  Twelve  Patients,  in  all  kinds  of 
Fevers  put  together. 

The  Cafe  o  l  John- Dine  ley  Goode  ere,  Elq; 
of  Charlton  in  IVorcefterJJoire ,  near  Evejbam , 
was  very  remarkable :  Some  Years  ago,  when 
he  was  in  London ,  he  was  feized  with  a  vio¬ 
lent  Fever  :  He  was  unwilling  that  Sir  Ed - 
ward Goodeere ,  his  Father,  who  was  in  Town  , 
at  the  fame  Time,  (hould  know  any  Thing  1 
of  it ;  fo  that  he  was,  as  it  were,  in  Extre -  ' 
mis  before  his  Father  was  acquainted  with  it. 
He  order’d  me  immediately  to  be  called  to 
his  Son,  whofe  Eyes  were  fet  in  his  Head, 
his  Jaws  fallen,  his  Tongue  diredly  black 
7  and 
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and  bard,  his  Face  as  black  as  an  Indian  with 
round  Drops  upon  it  as  big  as  Peafe  or  Pulfe. 
The  Apothecary  being  prefent,  I  asked  him 
if  ho  blooded  ?  He  told  me,  Yes ;  and  accord¬ 
ingly  got  every  thing  in  order  for  it.  I  bid 
him  take  care  to  make  a  large  Orifice,:  which 
he  did.  He  asked  me  how  much  Blood  he 
mud  take  away  ?  I  aiafwer  d,  I  could  not  tell. 

He  faid  he  had  taken  off  twelve  Ounces.  I 

1  4 

faid,  Let  the  Patient  bleed  on.  The  Apo¬ 
thecary  now  told  me,  he  had  drawn  twenty 
Ounces.  Then  I  difcernd  fomething  of  a 
Pulfe  coming  on  in  my  Patient.  In  the 
Conclufion,  he  bled  to  forty-eight  or  fifty 
Ounces.  The  Sweat  went  ofi^  and  his  Face 
came  to  its  Colour.  Whitft  he  was  bleed¬ 
ing,  I  got  a  Cool  Tankard  of  Rheilifll  Wine, 
Water  and  Lemon,  which  held  near  three 
Quarts  :  I  railed  him  upon  his  Pillow7,  and 
gave  him  about  a  Pint-glals  full  and  inf- 
mediately  after  he  began  to  move  his  Eyes, 
and  dole  his  Jaws.  In  a  very  ihort  Time 
after,  I  gave  him  a  couple  of  Glafles  more. 
He  then  fixed  his  Eyes  hard  upon  me,  put 
his  Hand  out  to  me,  and  faid,  Is  ityou7  my 
dear  Friend?  I  asked  him,  if  he  could  drink ? 
He  anfvferd,  2 'he  Ocean .  I  made  thole 

L  about 
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about  him  rub  his  Head  with  dry  Cloths, 
and  then  asked  how  he  found  himfelf  >  He 
anfwer’d,  In  a  ft  range  confufed  Condition , 

In  one  Hour,  or  thereabouts,  he  flung  the 
Clothes  off  the  Bed,  put  his  Feet  in  his  Slip¬ 
pers,  call’d  for  his  Night-Gown,  walked  to 
the  other  fide  of  the  Room,  let  himfelf  down 
in  a  two-arm’d  Chair  ;  Now,  my  dear 
Friend,  (fays  he)  we  will  have  one  Flask  . 
of  Claret  together.  I  told  him,  1  would 
drink  a  Flask  of  Claret ;  but  that  he  muft 
Jlick  to  his  Cool  Tankard. 

The  next  Morning,  when  I  came  to  wait 
on  him,  he  was  down  in  the  Stable  amongft 
his  Horfes,  without  a  Cap,  having  nothing 
on  but  his  Night-Gown  and  Slippers.  I 

asked  him  how  he  did?  He  laid.  Never  bet¬ 
ter  in  all  his  Life.  This  was  in  the  Month 
of  March.  Now,  this  is  term’d  a  defperate 
Way  of  Practice  ;  but  then  they  who  con¬ 
demn  it,  Ihould  give  an  Inftance  of  any  one  | 
I  have  loft  by  fucli  Methods. 

Whereas  Ibme  People  have  malicioufly 
reported,  That  John-Dineley  Goodere,  Efq; 
inftead  of  the  molt  violent  Fever  that  I  ever 
.  '  faw, 
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faw,  labour’d  only  under  a  Fit  of  Drunked- 
nets  :  To  convince,  them  of  their  Error,  I 
have  here  inferted  a  Paper  written  by  Sir 
Edward.  Goodere ,  and  which  he  deliver’d  to 
me  with  his  own  Hands.  Take  it  in  his 
own  Words  : 

“  T  T  A  V I  N  G  read  my  Son’s  Cafe  hi 
<£  li  Dr.  Dovers  Legacy ,  I  do  affirm 
a  what  he  has  fet  down  to  be  literally  true  : 
“  And  this  I  infert  for  the  Good  of  all  Man- 
“  kind  in  fuch  a  Cafe.” 

Edward  Goodere . 


There  is  nothing  more  certain,  than  that 
the  whole  Animal  Creation  is  liable  to  di¬ 
vers  Kinds  of  Difeafes ;  and  it  is  as  certain, 
that  the  Almighty  Goodnefs  has  afforded 
Animals  fuch  Appetitions  of  Nature,  or  In- 
Band,  that  we  daily  fee  they  have  Recourfe 

i  to  fuch  Remedies,  whereby  they  recover  their 
I  Health.  Birds  refort  to  their  feveral  forts  of 
]'  Callings,  when  their  Stomachs  are  deprav’d ; 

,  in  Fevers,  to  Cold  Bathing ;  or  when  they 

ii  have  gorged  themfelves  with  too  much 

L  %  Food, 
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Food,  then  to  their  Weatherings  on  the  Topi 
of  high  Trees.  Let  but  a  Lady’s  Lap-Dog 
go  out  in  the  Fields,  he  fhall  fearch  every 
where  to  find  out  the  Gramen  Caninum ,  or 
Dog~Graf$ ,  of  which  he  fhall  eat  till  he  both 
vomits  and  purges.  As  for  the  Repilia , 
thofe  fmall  Animals,  there  is  no  doubt  to 
be  made,  but  they  have  alfo  their  Remedies. 
Now,  by  our  Treatment  of  the  feveral  Dif- 
eafes  incident  to  us,  it  feems  as  if  Providence 
had  exempted  us  from  this  great  Benefit 
afforded  to  the  fubordinate  Creatures.  If 
we  have  a  Fever,  we  mu  ft  be  kept  clofe,  and 
ply’d  with  the  moft  heating  Remedies  ;  be 
denied  cooling  and  diluting  Liquors,  and 
every  thing  elfe  that  we  call  for  with  the 
greateft  Earneftnefs.  This  is  contradicting 
the  Rules  of  Nature,  and  moft  certainly 
wrong.  Right  Reafon  and  the  Rules  of  Na¬ 
ture  will  eternally  tally. 

i  ...  ■.  .  >  .  .  .  f 

I  am  credibly  inform’d,  the  moft  learned 
and  ingenious  Dr.  Boerhaave ,  in  all  Fevers 
bleeds  plentifully,  gives  Air  to  his  Patients 
immediately,  tears  off  all  Blifters,  and  in¬ 
dulges  the  Tick  Perfon  with  all  manner  of 
cooling  and  diluting  Liquors. 


The 
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The  Remedies  that  have  been  prefer ibed 
for  the  feveral  Diftempers  mention'd  in  this 
Treatife,  may,  with  God’s  B  idling  upon 
them,  be  depended  on  as  very  efficacious  in 
the  Cure  ot  each  particular  Difeafe,  unlefs  a 
Perfon  has  a  Complication  of  Diftempers  up¬ 
on  him  at  once.  But  I  muft  give  the  Reader 
one  Caution,  That  there  is  a  great  Dif¬ 
ference  in  the  feveral  Confutations  of  Man¬ 
kind  ;  and  therefore  it  muft  be  left  to  every 
Man’s  Difcretion,  as  to  the  Quantity  he  is 
to  take  of  each  of  tfaefe  Medicines. 

I  have  gone  through  moft  of  the  Diftem¬ 
pers  common  to  the  Climate  we  live  in  ;  and 
have  fhewn,  at  the  fame  time,  what  is  the 
moft  likely  Method  of  curing  them  ;  and 
hope,  that  as  to  the  Plainnefs  of  my  Style, 
and  making  the  Defcriptions  intelligible,  I 
have  been  as  good  as  my  Promiie,  made  in 
the  Beginning  of  this  Treadle. 

Ido  not  feek  for  Applaufe  from  this  Per¬ 
formance,  efpecially  from  the  Gentlemen  of 
the  Faculty,  being  fenfible  how  many  great 
and  powerful Enem  es  I  have  amongft  them: 
Who,  as  they  have  done  all  they  could  hi¬ 
therto  to  diferedit  my  Practice,  fo  probably 
will  take  Qccafton,  from  the  Publication  of 
i  L  3  thefg 
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thefe  Sheets,  to  improve  their  Invedives  and 
Refentments  againft  me  :  But  as  Cuftom  has 
made  ill  Ufage  familiar  to  me,  I  think  I  am 
prepared  for  any  future  Calumny.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  would  caution  unwary  People 
againft  one  Thing,  which  is,  Not  to  take 
every  Graduate  for  a  Phyfician,  nor  a  Clan 
of  prejudiced  Gentlemen  for  Oracles.  Ex¬ 
perience  is  all  in  all ;  and  I  will  venture  to 
fay,  feme  Experience  has  fallen  to  my  Share, 
having  fought  it  in  other  Places  befides  the 
Shops  of  Apothecaries,  or  the  Colleges  of 
Phyficians* 


POSTSCRIPT, 

<  *  . 

•  •  ’  m 

'  t 

HAVING  omitted  the  following  Let¬ 
ter  from  Anthony  Balam,  Efq;  in 
Great  Rujfel-Street ,  which  I  defign’d  to 
have  inferred  when  I  was  fpeaking  of  £>uick- 
Jiher ,  I  fhall  give  it  my  Readers  in  this 
Place, 
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SIR, 


London,  17  Jpril,  1731, 


O  U  have  always,  undoubtedly,  great 


JL  SatiSiadtion  m  hearing  Succefs  at- 
“  tends  your  Advice,  efpecially  in  obftinate 
“  Chronic  Cafes,  which  have  long  baffled 
“  the  Power  of  Phyfick. 

“  I  therefore  think  myfelf  indelpenfibly 
“  obliged  to  give  you  that  Pleafure,  fo  much 
“  your  Due,  in  reciting  the  Effects  of  your 
“  Prefcription. 

“  You  will,  I  am  fure,  excufe  me  from 
tc  the  difficult  Attempt  of  explaining  my 
“  Cafe  ;  which,  were  I  able  to  execute, 
would  be  needlefs  to  you,  who  are  fo  well 
“  acquainted  with  -it.  Let  it  therefore  fuf- 
“  flee  to  fay,  That  my  Aflhma  has  been 
“  from  my  Infancy,  and  at  different  times 
“  has  afflidted  me  under  all  the  various 
“  Shapes  that  Diftemper  exhibits  in  all  the 
“  Patients  I  ever  yet  convers’d  with,  and 
“  that  I  never  found  any  very  fenfible  Re- 
a  lief  from  Phyfick.  Some  time  in  De- 
“  ( ember  laid  was  Twelve-months,  you  ad- 


L  4 


« 


vifect 
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a  vifed  me  to  take  Quickfilver  :  I  happily 
u:  refolv’d  to  follow  this  Advice,  a^dimme- 
cc  diately  found  great  Relief.  Other  Difor- 
a  der s,  after  fome  time  ufing  it,  intervening, 
a  occafioned  fome  Interruptions  in  my 
u  Coiirle  ;  and  from  June  till  OUtober^  being 
c:  in  the  Country,  I  quite  forbore  the  Uie  of 
€C  it ;  but  at  that  Time  I  again  began  taking 
“  it  an  Ounce  per  Day,  and  have  hither- 
a  to  continued  it  with  very  few  Intermif- 
fions  :  The  Confequence  of  which  is,  that 
u  from  the  firft  time  of  taking  it,  to  this  In- 
u  Rant,  I  never  had  any  violent  Fit  ;  and 

r  j 

<c  durine;  all  the  laft  Winter,  I  have  not  been 
u  confined,  otherwife  than  through  Precau- 
<c  tion,  to  avoid  the  Inclemencies  of  very 
cc  bad  Weather,  or  upon  flight  Attacks, 
€C  when  Reft  is  always  preferable  to  any  the 
a  lead  Motion.  My  Complaints,  though 
very  greatly  diminiflf  d,  I  cannot  fay  are 
a  ablblutely  remov'd  5  I  have  had  frequent 
a  Symptoms  threatening  me,  and  efpecially 
*c  this  Spring,  the  Variablenefs  of  the  Wea- 
ther  being  always  a  great  Enemy  to  me. 
But  happy  in  a  high  degree  is  my  prefent 
cc  Condition,  when  compared  with  my  for- 

“  men 
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/c  mer.  To  you  I  am  indebted  for  this  Hap- 
/c  pinefs  ;  and  I  fliall  be  always  ready  to 
“  make  fuch  Acknowledgements  of  it,  as 
“  the  mod  grateful  Senfe  can  infpire. 

“  If  you  think  my  Name  may  do  any 
cc  Service,  in  encouraging  other  Sufferers  to 
“  try  a  Remedy,  which,  by  my  Experience 
“  in  a  long  Ufe,  proves  not  only  very  in- 
“  nocent  of  the  Charge  of  bringing  on  other 
u  bad  Confequences,  but  likewife  the  foie 
“  efficacious  one  in  this  lamentable  Diforden 
“  you  are  very  welcome  to  make  fuch  Ufe 
a  of  it  as  you  may  think  proper. 

“  I  have  the  Liberty  to  mention  another 
<c  Gentleman’s  Name,^  who,  through  my 
“  Means,  and  by  Encouragement  from  me, 
cc  has  reaped  a  much  greater  Advantage  from 
<c  your  Advice  than  myfelf.  Mr.  Moore, 
<c  who  lives  at  Epfom ,  has  been  troubled 
“  ffom  his  Infancy  with  an  Afthma  in  an 
cc  extream  Degree.  About  laft  February  was 

u  Twelve  -  month  he  began  the  Ufe  of 
f  Quickfilver ;  he  has  taken  it  ever  fince, 
<c  with  very  few  Intermiffions :  He  has  from 

^  that  Time  had  but  two  fmall  Fits ;  the 

u  laft 
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“  lafl  was  in  Auguji  paft,  and  was  the  leaft 
“  of  the  two  :  Since  that  Time  he  has  not  ' 
“  had  one  Aftmatick  Symptom  ;  and  from 
“  not  being  able  Icarcely  ever  to  walk, 

“  he  has,  for  his  Diverfion,  walk’d  from 
“  London  to  Epfom. 

“  I  wish  you  may  foon  produce  fo  many 
“  other  Examples  of  fuch  Cures,  as  may 
“  overcome  all  Prejudices  and  groundlefs 
“  Fears,  and  propagate  the  merited  Credit 
“  of  fo  falutiferous  a  Remedy.  I  am, 


SIR, 


Tour  mojl  obliged , 


and  -very  humble  Servant , 


To  Dr.  Dover. 


Anthony  Balam; 


5  I  R, 
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I  R 


Hough  a  Stranger  to  the  Nature  of 


JL  Quickfilver,  and  its  Manner  of  Ope¬ 
ration  ;  yet  being  fully  convinced  of  its 
Power  and  Advantage  from  Experience* 
(which  is  generally  eileemed  the  beft  Ma¬ 
tter*  j  I  think  I  fhould  be  ungrateful  to  God* 
and  unjuft  to  you  and  Mankind*  fliould  I 
be  filent  amidft  the  Clamours  and  Artifices 
which  are  made  ufe  of  to  leften  your  Repu¬ 
tation*  and  deter  the  World  from  being  be¬ 
nefited  by  one  of  the  beft  Remedy’s,  perhaps* 
in  Phyficks,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  fpeak 
what  I  know  :  And  I  have  had  a  long  and 
frequent  Experience  of  it  in  many  Cafes  in 
my  own  Family  ;  more  particularly  in  a 
.  Niece  of  mine*  who  was  with  me  fome 
Time  for  Education*  who,  from  a  Fever 
which  flie  for  Years  together  was  annually 
fubjebt  to*  and  was  fo  reduced*  that  her 
Life  was  defpaired  of*  Die  finding  no  Benefit 
from  all  Hie  took,  you  may  remember*  Sir* 
you  was  called  in*  and  by  taking  of  Quick¬ 
filver  by  your  Advice  for  fourteen  Morn¬ 
ings  together*  and  afterwards  Mynfichts 
JUixir  of  Vitriol*  with  frequent  Bleeding* 


Hie 
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Ihe  was  reftored  to,  and,  by  God’s  BlefB 
ing,  ftiil  enjoys  a  healthy  Conftitution : 
I  had  likewile  a  Nephew,  who  lay  three 
Weeks  in  a  moft  languilhing  Condition  ; 
Ills  Body  was  diftorted,  his  Hip  and  Shoul¬ 
der  being  almoft  drawn  together  ;  no 
Help  could  be  found,  (though  no  Advice 
or  Affiftance  was  wanting,)  till,  by  your 
Diredlon,  he  took  Quicklilver,  which  in 
three  Mornings  fet  him  perfectly  ftrait,  and 
has  remained  fo  ever  fince.  If  you  think 
making  this  Fublick  may  be  of  any  Service, 
you  have  my  free  Confent  to  do  with  it  a§ 
you  will  ;  who  am, 

SIR,  ...  •  .  ' 


London,  March  to. 
1732. 


Tour  tikojl  obliged 

1$ 

humble  Servant , 


Jo*  Pot i% 


To  Dr,  Thomas  Dover, 
'  Thefe. 


S  1 
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SIR, 

I  Had  the  Gout  in  my  Stomach  and  Bow¬ 
els  for  a  confiderable  Time,  infomuch 
that  I  had  two  Phvficians  with  me  for  fix 
Weeks :  They  gave  me  all  the  heating 
Medicines  they  could  contrive  or  think  of, 
but  all  to  no  Purpofe  ;  fo  that  at  the  laft,  I 
was  brought  to  extreme  Faintings  and  Cold 
Sweats,  that  I  wetted  a  Pair  of  Sheets  in 
an  Hour. 

A  very  worthy  neighbouring  Gentleman 
hearing  of  my  miferable  Condition,  came 
to  fee  me,  and  perfuaded  me  to  take  two 
Ounces  of  Quickfilver ;  which  I  accordingly 
did,  and  found  Relief  thereby  in  four  Hours 
Time,  and  in  three  Days  all  the  gouty 
Matters  were  thrown  down  into  my  Feet. 
Upon  which  I  perfifted  in  taking  of  Quick" 
filver  ;  and  have  ever  frnce  enjoy’d  a  good 
State  of  Health,  which  is  for  near  two  Years 
Space.  1  am, 

S  I  R, 

Tour  humble  Servant , 

Caine >  in  Wiltjkire , 

April  20,  1733. 

Harvey. 

To  Dr,  Dover  in  London. 

~  si  2?, 


L  ewfham,  Feb.  14th. 
1732-3* 


[  ] 


S  1  R, 


Gentleman  the  other  Day  pat  a 


X  \  Book  into  my  Hands,  that  lately 
came  out  againft  taking  of  Quickfilver  :  I 
think  the  Author  very  bold,  fmce  there  are 
fo  many  living  Evidences  that  have  received 
fuch  Benefit,  when  nothing  elfe  would 
afford  them  Eafe. 

I  have  been  troubled  with  an  Afthma 
from  my  Infancy;  and  have  confulted  many 
of  the  moft  noted  Phyficians  of  my  Time, 
both  at  Home  and  Abroad,  without  the  lead 
Relief :  My  Fits  ufied  to  attack  me  in  four¬ 
teen,  fixteen,  or  twenty-one  Days,  without 
being  able  to  go  to  Bed  for  two  or  three 
Days  and  Nights.  On  the  Twenty-firft 
of  April  laft,  in  a  violent  Fit,  I  took  am 
Ounce  of  Crude  Mercury,  and  have  con¬ 
tinued  it.  I  am  fo  happy  to  know  nothing 
of  an  Afthma  fince  June  laft,  notwithftand- 
ing  I  have  caught  feveral  fevere  Colds  this 
Winter. 

I  make  bold  to  trouble  you  with  this  for 
the  Sake  of  other  poor  Sufferers,  leaft  tfipy 
might  be  frighten’d  from  fo  beneficial  a 
Remedy  to  Mankind. 


I  need; 


C  r59 '] 

I  need  not  acquaint  you,  Sir,  of  the  Safe¬ 
ty  of  the  Quickfilver  ;  but  I  allure  you,  in. 
the  Abfence  of  my  Fits,  all  my  Life-Time, 
I  lived  freely ;  and  fince  my  taking  it,  have 
never  gone  one  Jot  out  of  my  Road  either 
in  Eating  or  Drinking ;  but  never  knew 
what  it  was  to  enjoy  Health  before. 

I  thought  myfelf  obliged  to  return  you 
my  hearty  Thanks  :  For  his  to  you  I  enjoy 
my  prefent  happy  Condition,  and  fliall  al¬ 
ways  be  proud  to  acknowledge  it ;  and  know 
many  more  are  ready  to  deftroy  all  Preju¬ 
dices  again  ft  it.  I  am,  • 

SIR, 

Tour  moft  obliged 
Humble  Servant , 

Will.  Moses* 

f  . 

T.  S.  I  am  removed  from  Greenwich  to 
Lewjham  ;  fhall  always  be  proud  to 
kifs  your  Hand. 

1 To  Dr.  Dover  in  London, 

Thefe. 


S  1  R} 


SIR,  , 

* 

'  ; 

I  Send  you  my  promifed  Cafe,  a  very  fad 
one  formerly  ;  but  now,  (Thanks  be  to 
God,  and  to  his  Kindnefs  under  whole  Co  ver 
I  convey  this  to  you,)  it  is  fo  much  mended, 
and  the  Means  of  Relief  fo  plainly  in  my 
own  Power,  that  I  live  a  very  comfortable 
Life,  in  comparifon  of  the  long  Time  I  was 
troubled  very  gievoufly  with  an  Afthma. 

About  twenty- five  Years  ago  it  firft  came 
and  fixed  upon  me ;  a  violent  Cold  and 
Catarrh  brought  it ;  and  the  Misfortune  of 

f  •  s  j 

no  good  Advice  for  a  Cure,  fettled  and  con¬ 
firmed  it. 

At  firft  I  had  it  moft  in  Town,  and  in 

> 

the  Winter  ;»  but  the  Country  and  Summer 
always  gave  me  Eafe  for  two  or  three  Years 
together. 

Afterwards,  upon  a  great  Cold  taken,’ 
my  Afthma  became  periodical,  and  followed 
me  every  where  with  very  little  Variation; 

It  was  of  the  (pitting,  flatulent  Kind,  al¬ 
ways  attended  with  a  Fever,  and  fometimes, 
I  thought,  convulfive  :  What  made  me  to 
judge  lo  was,  that  in  great  Struggles,  when 
I  could  extend  my  Arms,  and  with  my 

Hands 
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Hands  grafp  any  Thing  hard,  bending  ray 
Body  low  and  forward,  for  the  freer  Play 
of  the  Lungs,  I  breathed  eafier. 

To  tell  you  all  my  Sufferings,  and  Endea¬ 
vours  for  Eafe  in  that  unhappy  State,  would 
be  too  tedious.  In  fhort,  I  was  fo  ill,  and 
had  fo  many  Friends  concern’d  for  me,  that 
I  wanted  no  Advice,  and  left  none  untried  : 
I  run  through  long  Courfes  of  Phyfick,  of 
all  the  Kinds,  and  at  all  Hazards  ;  and  by 
many  rafli  and  indifcreet  Doings  of  my  own, 
as  well  as  of  my  Advifers,  I  foon  reduced  a 
ftrong,  vigorous,  and  adtive  Conftitution,  to 
a  very  lazy,  weak,  and  crazy  one.  At  laft 
having  obferved,  that  I  was  never  better 
than  when  I  eat  and  drank  very  fparingly 
of  Animal  Food  and  fpirituous  Liquors,  I 
began  to  live  very  low,  and  to  drink  Water 
with  my  Wine,  the  beft  Julep  in  the  World; 
and  this  doing,  was  of  great  Service  to  me, 
not  only  when  my Afthma,  or  the  Fears  of  it, 
were  moft  upon  me,  but  at  all  other  better 
Times  :  The  more  fcrupuloufly  I  obferv’d  it, 
the  better  I  fared  ;  and  the  weaker  always 
proved  the  next  Attacks  of  my  old  Tormen¬ 
tor.  I  had  taken  no  little  Pleafure  for  fome 

M  Time 

i  ‘  - 
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Time  in  this  Experiment,  when  I  was  advi- 
fed  to  add  to  it  the  Ufe  of  Belloftes  Pills. 
I  did  fo,  and  they  proving  beneficial,  I  learnt 
from  them  to  take  Crude  Mercury ;  which  I 
prefer  in  my  own  particular  Cafe  to  Bel- 
lofles  Pills,  becaufe  of  the  Purgative  Quali¬ 
ty  of  them ;  which  does  not  luit  me  fo  well, 
though  it  may  be  very  proper  for  many 
Conftitutions  ftronger  than  mine.  On  this 
very  Account  I  tried  the  Aithiops  Minera- 
lis  alfo  ;  but  whether  there  was  too  little 
Mercury,  or  too  much  Sulphur,  in  the  Mix¬ 
ture,  I  let  it  afide  for  the  Crude  Mercury 
alone,  which  I  have  now  taken  fince  laft 
May  more  conftantly,  and  with  better  Ob- 
lervance  than  when  I  firft  ufed  it,  or  rather 
play’d  with  it,  fometimes  half  an  Ounce 
Night  and  Morning  ;  fometimes  an  Ounce 
in  the  Morning  only ;  intermitting  now  and 
then  a  Fortnight,  and  then  again  a  Month ; 

w  .  j  0 

but  I  have  continued  taking  two  Months 
together.  I  now  take  it  either  occafionally, 
that  is,  when  I  obferve  the  firfl:  Symptoms 
of  Wheazing  and  Short-breathing,  which 
never  fail  to  be  the  Effedt  of  the  leaft  over¬ 
charging  of  my  Stomach,  of'  the  eating  or 

drinking 


[  ] 
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drinking  ftrong  Meats  and  Liquors,  more 
than  a  Tafte :  Or  I  take  it  by  Way  of  Pre¬ 
vention,  two  or  three  Doles  in  a  Fortnight. 
For  this  very  Reafon,  I  took  an  Ounce  laft 
Night,  and  another  this  Morning  ;  fo  that 
I  can  truly  tell  you,  upon  the  Whole,  and 
God’s  Blefling,  upon  Low  Life  and  Crude 
Mercury,  for  thele  two  Years  laft  paft,  I 
have  comfortably  ftept  in  my  Bed  every 
Night,  but  one,  or  two  at  rnoft. 

I  have  no  Fits  like  unto  the  former  I 
have  expectorated  more  eafily,  and  left  by 
nine  Parts  in  ten,  than  I  ufed  to  do.  And 
what  befides  is  very  oblervable,  and  a  very 
great  Encouragement  to  me,  I  am  but  rarely 
fenfible  of  that  Feverilh  Difpofition  I,  for  lb 
many  Years  before,  was  always  complaining 
i  of ;  my  Afthma  has  no  more  its  ulual 
I  Periods. 

•  i  ■’ 

I  think  I  have  now  tried  your  Patience 
1  Efficiently  ;  but  I  was  willing  to  let  you 
i  know  how  much  I  have  tried  Crude  Mer- 
:  cury,  to  be  an  Inftance  of  its  inoffen five 
Quality,  at  leaft ;  and,  if  nor,  of  all  that 
Efficacy  upon  my  Diftemper  I  could  wifli, 
yet  of  much  Good  it  has  done  me,  and  ftill 
i  does  me. 

Mi  It 

A 
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It  has  not  quite  cured  me  ;  and  perhaps' 
never  will :  But  fo  long  as  I  can  keep  by  it 
all  my  former  Fears  at  a  comfortable  Diftance, 
and  fafely  nip  and  check  them  in  the  very 
Bud,  I  (hall  have  more  Reafon  to  continue 
the  Ufe  of  it,  than  they  can  have  who  would 
forbid  it.  I  heartily  wifli  you  good  Succefs 

in  your  Prefcriptions  of  it ;  and  am, 

* 

SIR, 

Tour  moft  humble  Servant , 

April  19,  173}.  , 

at '  Sbenfield. 

La  Porte, 

To  Dr.  Dover. 


SIR, 

*  T  *  > 

I  Should  be  very  ungrateful, '  if  I  did  not 
acknowledge  the  great  Benefit  and  Ad-  . 
vantage  I  have  receiv’d  from  your  Advice  a 
and  Direction,  in  taking  Crude  Mercury.  I  jj 
have  for  many  Years  been  troubled  with  I 
ftrong  Scorbutick  Humours,  but  more  par* 
ticularly  fo  all  laft  Summer  :  And  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Winter  the  Humour  was  fo 

ftrong 
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ftrong  and  violent,  in  and  about  my  Right 
Knee,  that  the  Joint  was  alinoft  quite  ftif£ 
fo  that  I  could  fcarce  walk ;  and  it  was  with 
great  Pain  and  Difficulty  when  X  went  up 
any  Steps  that  were  any  thing  higher  than 
ordinary  :  And  at  Night  X  had  a  good  deal 
of  Pain,  and  Uneafinefi  in  turning  myfelf 
in  Bed.  After  my  firft  Application  to  you, 
about  laft  Chrijimas ,  X  immediately  took, 
according  to  your  Dire&ion,  one  Ounce  of 
Crude  Mercury  every  Morning.  By  the 
Time  X  had  taken  twelve  or  fourteen  Oun¬ 
ces,  X  found  myfelf  abundantly  better  ;  and 
before  X  had  taken  two  Pounds,  X  was  quite 
well :  All  the  Stiffiiefs,  Uneafinefs,  and  Pain, 
X  had  in  my  Knee  was  quite  gone,  and  my 
Leg  as  well  and  as  ftrong,  X  think,  as  ever 
it  was  in  my  Life.  — -  For  feveral  Years  I 
ufed  to  have  a  good  deal  of  white  Scurf  in 
my  Hands,  in  the  Spring  ;  and  therefore  X 
thought  proper  to  continue  taking  the  Crude 
Mercury ;  and  now,  this  laft  Spring,  X  have 
not  the  leaft  Scurf  in  my  Hands,  or  any 
where  whatfoever. 

X  have  taken  in  all  about  five  Pounds  of 

Crude  Mercury  ;  and,  in  my  Opinion,  in 

M  3  flub-* 


ftubborn  Chronic  Cafes,  there  is  no  Remedy 
fo  good  ;  and,  I  am  fure,  nothing  can  be 
more  pieafant  and  agreeable  ;  for,  in  the 
taking,  I  have  never  been  in  the  leaft,  fick  or 
uneafy  ;  never  confined  fo  much  as  a  Quar¬ 
ter  of  an  Hour;  nor  never  in  the  leaft  inter- 

a  •  ;  x  :  ...  ;  .  * 

rupted,  either  in  Bufinefs  or  Pleafures.  I 
heartily  wifh  you  equal  Succefs  with  your 
other  Patients ;  and  am, 

S  I  R, 

Tour  moft  obliged 

Piccadilly,  May  io.  "■ 

*733*  humble  Servant , 

Bent.  Benson^ 

; ,  t  •  .. .  .  •  >  V  > 

TQSTSCRITT. 

i,  '  i  ■  *  5  ->•  l  r  * 

Henry  RoJJenburg  (my  Servant)  has  al- 
fo  had  very  great  Benefit  from  Crude 
Mercury.  For  thefe  laft  three  or  four  Years, 
he  has  had  great  Pains  in  his  Head  and 
Eyes,  Pains  and  Contractions  in  his  Legs, 
a  voracious  Stomach,  eat  a  vaft  deal  of 
Victuals,  but  never  agreed  with  him ; 
could  get  little  or  no  Reft  or  Sleep  at 
‘Night,  and  commonly  feverifh,  .  great 
«>  ‘  ‘  ‘  :  ::  '  •  ‘ '  ' : '  -  deal 
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.deal  of  Pain  in  his  Back  and  Kidneys,  and  in 
the  Groin.  He  has  taken  about  three  Pound 
of  Crude  Mercury,  and  has  found  a  moft 
aftonilhing  Cure.  He  has  voided,  at  Times, 
a  vaft  deal  of  ffnall  red  Gravel,  and  flunv 
corrupt  Matter,  and  a  great  deal  of  Stuff, 
which  appear’d  to  him  to  be  a  Sort  of 
Worms.  His  Pains  have  all  left  him  ;  what 
jie  eats  agrees  with  him  :  He  fleeps  well  at 
Night  ;  and  has  perfectly  recover’d  his  Health 
and  Strength. 

To  Dr.  Dover;; 


JR  ed-  Lyon  - Square, , 
May  i6.  1733. 


SIR 


H  E  Benefits  I  have  received  from 


JL  the  taking  of  Crude  Quickfilver,  and 
the  firm  Opinion  I  have  of  the  Ufefuinefs 
of  that  Medicine  in  all  Chronical  Cafes,  and 
Diftempers  proceeding  from  Obftrudtions, 
would  render  me  unpardonable,  fhould  I 
refufe  to  let  the  Particulars  of  my  Cafe  be 
jpubliflied  in  the  Work  you  have  informed 
pie  is  now  in  the  Prefs. 


M  4 
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The  Original,  Sir,  of  my  Illnefs  was  a 
Cold,  contracted  by  laying  in  damp  Sheets, 
which  was  followed  with  a  little  feverilh  In- 

'  '  '  '■  •  ,  5  ? 

difpofition.  To  remove  which,  I  lent  for  Dr. 

Mullens ,  of  Salisbury ,  for  whom  I  have  a 

1 

very  great  Efteem,  and  whofe  Advice  is  ge¬ 
nerally  attended  with  Succels.  He  thought 
proper  to  treat  this  lurking  Fever  with  the 
Salts  and  cool  Regimen ;  but  inftead  of  yield¬ 
ing  to  the  Medicines,  it  loon  was  accompa¬ 
nied  with  a  very  ftrong  Chronic  Cafe,  and 
violent  Pains  in  my  Bowels  apd  Stomach, 
which  I  could  liken  to  nothing  but  a  Pin’s 
Joeing  drove  through  me  about  the  Navel. 
In  this  Condition  I  was  brought  up  to  Lon - 
4on^  and  put  myfelf  into  the  Hands  of  Dr. 
Mead  and  Dr.  Monroe  ;  and  from  the  juft 
Rminency  they  have  both  acquired  in  their 
Profeffion,  as  well  as  the  intimate  Friend- 
fhip  t  have  many  Years  had  with  the  latter, 
I  flattered  myfelf  with  Relief  from  thole 
Pains,  which  now  conftantly  attend  me. 
Thofe  Gentlemen  were  of  Opinion  that  my 
Fever  was  only  Symptomatical ;  and  that  my 
*  Diftemper  arofe  from  Obftrudions  in  fame 
of  the  Secretory  Veflels ;  which  Opinion  wa$ 
justified  by  the  Succefs  ;  for  on  giving  me 

f  -  warn} 
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warm  Medicines,  the  feverifh  Symptoms  left 
me,  and  my  Spirits  were  much  eafier  and 
free  :  But  ftill  my  Pains  continued.  I  was 
attended  by  a  fevere  Coftivenefs,  or  rather  a 
total  Stoppage,  unlefs  forced  by  the  Methods 
ufed  in  fuch  Cafes.  I  grew  exceedingly 
emaciated,  and  could  not,  without  Difficulty, 
crofs  my  Chamber :  They  then  thought  it 
advifable  to  fend  me  to  Bath ;  the  Fatigue 
of  which  Journey  brought  all  my  Feverifh 
Symptoms  again  upon  me.*  To  remove 
which,  my  good  Friend,  Dr.  Bave ,  thought 
proper  to  give  me  the  Bark,  which  I  have 
formerly  obferved  to  have  an  odd  Effed 
on  my  Confutation  ;  and  either  that  Drug, 
or  my  Diftemper,  immediately  took  away 
the  Ufe  of  my  Hands,  lb  that  for  many 
Weeks,  I  could  not  fign  my  Name.  I  drank 
the  Bath  Waters  regularly  for  ten  Weeks  ;  I 
cannot  fay  they  difagreed  with  me  5  but  1 
grew  weaker  ;  all  my  Complaints  continued, 
with  the  Addition  of  a  violent  Pain  in  the 
Soles  of  my  Feet,  and  Palms  of  my  Hands, 
with  fuch  a  Numbnefs  in  my  Fingers  and 
Toes,  that  I  could  not  perceive  any  Lite  or 
Circulation  of  the  Blood  in  them.  In  this 
Condition  I  was  prevailed  with  by  a  Friend 
■  “  ‘  •'  ’  .  to 
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to  try  what  Effedt  Crude  Quickfilver  would 
have  on  me ;  and  took  three  Quarters  of  an 
Ounce  every  Morning  for  about  twelve 
Days.  The  third  Morning  I  began  to  find 
my  Fingers  and  Toes  tingle,  and  a  Warmth 
in  them,  which  I  had  not  felt  for  many 
Weeks  ;  my  Secretions  were  all  well  per* 
formed,  as  when  in  the  State  of  my  bell; 
Health  :  I  could  eat  in  five  or  fix  Days  a 
boil’d  Chicken,  drink  a  Half-Pint  of  Wine, 
and  flept  well,  which  I  had  not  done  for 
a  Quarter  of  an  Hour,  during  my  whole 
Illnefs,  but  when  obtained  by  Opiats  :  My 
Pains  left  me,  and  no  Complaints,  except  a 
great  Weaknefs,  remained. 

Notwithstanding  theSuccefe  I  found, 
I  fuffer’d  myfelf  to  be  perfuaded,  that  the 
Ufe  of  a  Medicine  of  that  Specifick  Gravity, 
might  be  attended  with  very  ill  Confluen¬ 
ces,  and  that  now  the  Obftrucftions  were 
removed,  the  ufual  Methods  of  Phyfick 
would  perform  the  reft.  I  left  off  the  taking 
of  my  Quickfilver ;  and  the  Weather  growing 
hot,  left  the  Bath ,  and  came  for  London ,  but 
found  myfelf  grow  every  Day  worfe,  and  all 
my  Complaints  returned.  I  again  put  myfelf 
into  the  Hands  of  the  two  Gentlemen,  whofe 

Advice 
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Advice  I  before  had  had ;  who, I  do  believe, did 
all  that  the  Power  of  Phyfick  could  attempt: 
But  my  Pains  grew  as  intenfe  as  ever ;  the 
Paflages  were  again  ftopt ;  I  could  not  obtain 
one  flour’s  Sleep ;  and  I  have  been  informed 
thofe  Gentlemen  declared  to  leveral  of  my 
Friends,  that  there  was  little  Hopes  of  my 
Recovery.  When  I  had  gone  on  a  Month 
in  this  Way,  I  refolved  to  try  once  more  the 
Effedt  of  Quickfilver :  I  took  it  again  in  the 
fame  Quantity ;  and  it  produced  in  every 
Particular  the  fame  Effect :  I  continued 
taking  it  for  feven  Weeks  every  Morning  ; 
and  have  enjoyed  from  that  Time  perfect 
Health  :  I  have  known  it  fince  taken  with 
great  Succefs  in  feveral  Chronical  Cafes ;  and 
particularly  a  remarkable  Cure  performed  by 
it  on  a  Lady,  whofe  ill  Digeftion  occafioned 
violent  Pains  in  her  Stomach  for  many  Years, 
after  eating,  which  this  Medicine  has  wholly 
removed  I  have  alio  myfelf  cured  a  HorCb 

>  i. 

of  the  Glanders,  by  giving  him  an  Ounce 

every  Morning  for  a  Month. 

I  have  given  you  the  whole  Hiftory  of 

my  Cafe  ;  and  own,  Sir,  I  look  upon  the 
Life  I  now  enjoy,  to  be  owing  to  this  Medi¬ 
cine.  I  find  the  Gentlemen  knowing  in  the 
'  5  '  '  ;  w  Practice 
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5  1 

Practice  of  Phyfick  feem  to  difpute  from 
what  Quality  or  natural  Power  this  Imma¬ 
ture  Metal  can  produce  fuch  Effedts  ?  Give 
a  Novice,  Sir,  Leave  to  Ihoot  his  Bolt,  and 
to  iuppofe  its  Effects  produced  from  the 
Sulphur  this  Mineral  contains  ;  which,  by 
many  Experiments  I  have  tried,  I  have 
found  to  be  much  purer  than  any  of  the 
Minerals,  and  even  of  molt  of  the  Metals  : 
And  if  further  Trials  were  made  with  that 
View,  perhaps  the  Efficacy  of  the  Medicine . 
might  be  preferved,  and  the  Objection  that 
mod  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty  make, 
of  the  Danger  of  Circulating  fo  heavy  a 
Fluid  in  the  Blood  Veffels,  might  be  avoided. 

I  am, 

S  I  R, 

Tour  obliged 
■  £> 

Thimble  Servant , 

Edward  Lisle* 

Tor  Dr.  Dover  ,  at  the 
Jerufalem  Cojfee-Houfe3 
London. 

£1M 
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York,  May  4 
1733- 


SIR 


O  U  mull  have  been  under  the  ftron 


I  Influence  of  fome  very  inaulpicious 
Planet,  not  your  Friend  Mercury  :  For  what 
lels  could  have  hurried  you  into  fo  incon- 
fiderate  and  x'afh  a  Refolution  of  publiiliing 
your  Heterodox  Notions  and  Pradfice  in 


Permit  a  Friend  to  expoftulate  a  little 
with  you  upon  this  melancholy  Subject. 

Does  not  the  Faculty  confift  of  Members 
actuated  by  the  fame  Paffions  and  Prejudices 
common  to  all  other  Men  ?  Have  they  not 
an  lntereft  diftindt  from  that  of  the  Commu¬ 
nity,  as  they  in  fome  meafure  fubfift  by  the 
Calamities  in  the  Publick  ?  Are  they  lels 
fenfxble  than  others,  of  the  Eafe  and  Conve-  - 
niency  in  purfuing  their  Ends,  the  Acquifi- 
tion  of  Fame  and  Affluence,  in  Paths  ready 
traced  out  to  them,  without  the  painful  and 
induftrious  Application  requifite  in  feeking 
new  ones  ?  And  will  they  not  confequently 
be  obftinately  tenacious  of  their  old  general 
received  Rules,  ftrenuoufly  defend  them 


upon 
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upon  all  Occafions,  and  treat  every  prying- 
Reformer  as  a  Traytor  to  themfelves,  and 
an  Enemy  to  the  Publick  ? 

Instead  of  fuch  Reflections  as  thefe,  you 
may  poffibly  have  imagin'd,  that  they  were 
all  ffncere  Searchers  after  Truth,  Encoura- 
gers  of  ingenious  and  diligent  Enquiries, 
and  always  ready  to  embrace  it  when,  and 
where-ever  found :  That  they  were  endow’d 
with  an  humble  Opinion  of  their  own  Know¬ 
ledge,  join’d  with  a  forbearing  and  a  forgiv¬ 
ing  Temper  towards  fuch  who  differ  from 
them  ;  imputing  all  real  Errors  to  a  mifin- 
form’d  Judgment,  and  never  uncharitably  to’ 
a  Pravity  of  Will  and  Morals.  Though  it 
will  be  readily  allow’d,  that  there  are  fome 
few  fuch,  Men  of  the  greatefl:  Ingenuity  and 
Integrity,  of  exalted  and  improved  Talents, 
an  Honour  to  the  Science  they  profefs,  and 
as  worthy  of  our  Efteem  and  Admiration,  as 
the  many  low  Craftfmen  are  of  Contempt 
and  Redicule ;  yet,  confidering  the  great 
Difparity  of  Numbers,  and  Difference  of 
Tempers,  whatever  your  Thoughts  at  that 
Time  may  have  been,  you  are  furely  now 
cured  of  the  Infatuation,  and  convinc’d  that 

want 

*  ■  '  f  % 
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want  of  Orthodoxy  in  Phyfick,  is  as  heinous 
and  as  unpardonable  a  Crime  with  the 
Generality  of  your  Fraternity,  as  it  is  in 
Points  of  Doctrine  with  the  Clergy. 

If  any  Doubts  ftill  remain  (as  a  little 
Champion  againft  you  lays  it  may  be  poffi- 
ble)  I  imagine  fome  Crude  Mercury,  which 
you  often  (wallow,  muff  have  lodg’d  in  the 
Parts  fublervient  to  the  Rational  Faculties, 
and  render’d  you  Non  compos.  What  but  a 
meer  Phrenzy  could  raife  in  you  fo  paflio- 
nate  a  Concern  for  the  Publick,  (who  are 
generally  unthankful,  or  inlenfible  of  luch 
Favours)  as  to  make  you  intirely  regard- 
lefs  of  your  own  Welfare  >  This  Publick 
Spirit  you  will,  I  dare  fay,  plead  in  Excufe 
for  lo  falle  a  Step  :  And  it  is,  I  own,  what 
may  be  urg’d  with  a  better  Grace  by  you, 
than  your  Oppofers ;  for  they  fwim  in  Shoals 
with  the  Current,  and  have  the  Approba¬ 
tion  and  Alliftance  of  all,  without  Fears  of 
lofing  in  fo  unequal  an  Encounter:  You,  on 
the  contrary,  labour  againft  the  Stream, 
friendlefs  and  unaccompanied,  and  whoever 
meets  you  in  his  Way,  helps  to  fink  you. 


A  De- 
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A  Declaration  of  Love  for  the  Publiek, 
attended  with  fuch  Circumftances,  you  will 
fay,  may  be  allow’d  to  be  fincere,  while  the 
violent  Profeffions  of  it  by  others  will  be 
thought  fomewhat  equivocal  :  They  may, 
indeed,  lor  Reafons  very  obvious,  exert  the 
belt  of  their  Skill  to  relieve  People  afflicted 
with  acute  Dtftempers  (unwilling  to  be  ex¬ 
actly  like  the  Hangman,  who  fees  his  Pa¬ 
tient  but  once)  and  yet  be  not  at  all  folli- 
citous  to  keep  them  always  in  a  healthy 
State,  or  to  eradicate  Chronical  Diforders, 
which  yield  many  Crops  yearly. 

But,  in  the  mean  time,  what  Harveft  are 

you  to  reap  from  this  boafted  Sincerity  i 

Had  you  obtain’d  the  Fame  of  flaying  your 

Thoufands  and  ten  Thoufands,  in  a  regular 

Courfe,  you  might  have  purged,  vomited, 

blooded,  and  Head  without  Cenfure  :  Even 
* 

your  Crude  Mercury,  had  it  been  given 
without  Succefe,  or  concealed,  would  not 
have  opened  one  of  thefe  Argos  s  Eyes ; 
whereas  your  recommending  the  Ufe  of  it  in 
fb  undifguifed  a  Way,  and  the  rapid  Pro- 
grefs  it  has  made  in  curing  many  Diforders, 
before  thought  to  be  incurable,  expofes  you 

r  ,  tO 
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A 

to  the  Mi  of  many  Tongues,  and  fom<S 
Pens.  .» 

A  Learned  Doctor,  in  a  Treatife  on 
Mercury,  fets  forth  the  great  Obligation 
Nurfes  and  Grave-diggers  have  to  you,  and 
makes  you  as  much  their  Friend  as  the  late 
Epidemical  Diforders.  Think  you  that  fueh 
an  Advocate  as  the  Antidote,  or  even  the 
very  ingenious  Cantabrigian ,  can  wipe  out 
Stains  of  fo  deep  a  Dye  ? 

The  next  is  a  Phyfical,  Philofophical  Bar¬ 
ber-Surgeon,  who  in  a  lofty  Strain  tells  the 
World,  That  the  Phyfician  is  ordain’d  by 
Almighty  God  ;  and,  that  he  proceeds  by 
unerring  Rules :  But  that  there  are  fomc, 
bold  Intruders  in,  this  high  Ordination,,, 
Strangers  to  thefe  Rules,  who  relying  on 
G 'defies,  he  calls  Quacks.  And  after  giving 
a  Sketch  of  his  Medicinal  Philofophy,  his 
great  Erudition,  and  pointed  Wit,  upon  the 
Merit  of  ufing  you  very  roughly,  I  prefume, 
he  builds  his  Hopes  of  flopping  into  the 
College  in  his  Neighbourhood. 

So  fanguine  are  his  Expectations  of 
Succefs,  that  he  thus  early  addrefles  him- 
felf  to  the  Favour  and  Protection  of  the 

'  N  Apo- 
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Apothecaries  ;  a  piece  of  Policy  abfoktely 
neceilary  in  Young  Praditioners,  and  not 
to  be  totally  negleded  by  the  molt  Vene¬ 
rable  Sages  of  the  Profeffion  ;  for  whole 
Reputation  can  long  Hand  the  Shock  of  an 
univerfal  Charge  rung  upon  their  melodious 
Mortars  ? 

Another,  already  dignified,  from  a  Bar¬ 
ber-Surgeon,  turn’d  into  a  Dodor,  in  grate¬ 
ful  Remembrance  of  fuch  his  Advancement, 
employs  his  many  leifure  Hours  in  Service 
of  the  Fraternity.  His  avow’d  Attempt  is, 
to  difpofiefs  People  of  the  good  Opinion 
they  have  at  prefent  entertain’d  of  Quiek- 
filver  ;  wherein  he  follows  the  ufual  Method 
of  firft  defaming  and  blading  the  Credit  of 
thole  who  recommend  it.  Anger  leems  to 
have  taken  Poffeflion  ol  the  whole  Man,  and 
left  no  Room  for  Reafon  ;  which  being  calm 
and  cool,  always  Hies  terrified  from  lo  tur¬ 
bulent  a  Companion.  Empyrick,  Quack, 
and  Noftrum-Monger,  are  Terms  as  oppro¬ 
brious  and  irritating  among  Men  of  real 
Learning,  as  the  more  Vulgar  Rhetorick  is 
among  the  Filh- Women  at  Billmgfgate  ; 
‘gdntane  an'rnis  medkanUbus  ira  ?■ 


Poor 
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Poor  BelLofie ,  who  died  in  Peace,  where 
he  long  liv’d  in  Efteem,  as  a  Man  of  Inge¬ 
nuity  and  great  Veracity,  is  the  firft  who 
falls  a  Victim  to  his  Wrath.  He  is  fet  forth 
in  the  Character  of  an  Empyrick,  that  his 
Medicine  Quickfilver  may  be  called  Quack¬ 
ery  :  And  as  if  it  were  much  to  the  Purpofe, 
his  Philolbphy  is  criticis’d,  without  giving 
any  Attention  to  the  Truth  or  Falfhood  of 
the  Fadts  quoted. 

What  Pretence  can  you  have  to  more 
f  avour  than  he  has  met  with  >  You  who 
are  among  us  daily,  pradlifing  and  inculca¬ 
ting  what  you  have  publifh’d,  muff  expect, 
at  lead  the  like,  if  not  more  fevere  Ufage  : 
Your  Legacy  has  fpread  too  far  to  be  longer 
treated  with  contempt ;  its  further  Progrefs 
therefore  mud  be  flopped  by  Cenfures  ; 
every  Thing  you  have  laid  or  done  muft:  be 
condemn’d  ;  notorious  Fadts  conteded,  and 
render’d  doubtful  ;  and  your  Reputation 
openly  attack’d,  purely  with  this  View,  that 
what  you  have  aflerted  in  relation  to  Quick- 
fdver,  may  find  no  Credit. 

Are  you  not  in  full  Expectation  of  fome 
fucn  Phyfical  Sophiftry,  in  a  Treatife  Ihortly 

N  2,  to 


to  be  publish'd,  which  has  been  ulliered  into 
the  World  by  many  publick  Advertisements, 
importunately  inviting  all  Phyficians,  Sur¬ 
geons,  and  Apothecaries,  and  others,  (if 
any  others  can  be  fuppofed  to  have  Candour 
and  Veracity  equal  with  them,)  to  Supply 
Cafes  in  the  USe  of  Quickfilver.  The  Can¬ 
dour  of  People  interefted  mult  undoubtedly 
be  great,  if  the  Saying  holds  true,  That 
Inter efi  will  not  lye.  That  of  the  Publisher 
will  be  belt  Shewed  in  remarking  what  Cafes 
came  to  him  from  Apothecaries,.  &c.  and 
what  from  Patients  ;  that  the  Readers  may 
judge  for  themfelves,  which  molt  to  rely  on 
as  genuine,  and  fairly  Stated.  •  And 

When  he  has  compleated  this  Work,  he 
would  do  well  to  Shew  his  Impartiality  and 
Publick  Spirit,  by  collecting  in  the  fame 
Manner  all  Cafes  wherein  Vomits  have  pro¬ 
ved  fatal,  and  Blisters  occafioned  Mortifica¬ 
tions,  and  fo  on,  Strictly  feminizing  into 
the  good  or  bad  SucceSs  of  many  ether  \ 
commonly  applied  Remedies :  But  this  is 
never  to  be  expected.  All  fatal  Mifcarriages 
purely  owing  to  Medicines  regularly  pre¬ 
scribed,  will  be  for  ever  valid.  Such  Mifcar- 

riages  • 
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riages  give  no  Offence ;  it  is  a  Difcovery 
how  Cures  may  be  eafily  attained  without 
the  Aftiftance  of  Debtors,  which  has  gathered 
a  Storm  juft  ready  to  burft  on  your  devoted 
Head. 

I  hope  you  may  ftill  avert  the  Danger, 
that  thefe  firft  Skirmiftiers  may  have  abated 
your  Courage ;  and  that  you  will  not  longer 
perftft  in  courting  Perfecutlon,  for  the  Sake 
of  the  Publick  5  but  rather  endeavour  to 
mitigate  the  Correction  of  your  Adverfaries 
by  a  filent  fubmiflive  Retreat  from  the  Con- 
teft.  It  is  prudent  to  fiy  with  a  few  Wounds 
froimthe  Outlyers  only ;  and,  on  the  contrary, 
high  Madnefs  to  moleft  and  ftand  combating 
with  a  whole  Neft  of  Hornets  :  However, 
you  may  defpife  wafpifh  Infedts,  when  they 
are  in  great  Numbers  enraged  and  armed 
with  poifonous  Weapons,  they  are  no  con¬ 
temptible  Enemies. 

This  Letter,  already  grown  long  and 
tedious,  I  thought  to  have  finifhed  here ; 
but  I  am  willing  to  fay  fomething  firft  of 
myfelf.  My  Name  you  know,  and  Experi¬ 
ence  has  fhewed  -  you  tome  of  my  good 
Qualities  ;  but  be  not  vainly  inquifitive  to. 
know  more  of  me ;  for  my  Nature  and 

N  3  Efficacy 
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Efficacy  is  Incomprehenfible  to  human  Fa¬ 
culties,  and  will  eternally  deride  the  ftudious 
Labours  of  the  mold  curious  Searchers  into 

,  <•  '4 

Mylderies. 

If  you  torture  me  by  Fire,  and  flop  my 
Flight,  can  I  do  lels  than  refent  fuch  cruel 
Ufage  by  griping,  rending,  and  in  various 
Ways  exerting  my  juft  Rage  on  the  firft 
Objedt  I  am  let  loofe  to>  Whereas  un¬ 
changed  by  Art,  and  in  the  pure  State 
Providence  offers  me,  I  am  truly  a  Friend 
to  Mankind,  affording  Comfort  and  Relief 
to  moll  of  the  Miferable,  who  will  have 
but  as  much  Faith  and  Confidence  in  me, 
as  they  blindly  repofe  in  many  Mixtures  of 
Poifons. 

When  called  in  xlid,  and  thus  in  a  friendly 

■>  i  ' 

Way  admitted,  I  fpeedily  and  infenfibly 
pervade  the  whole  human  Syftem  in  purfuit 
of  all  Noxious  Heterogeneous  Intruders. 
None  can  long  refill;  my  Invincible  Force, 
nor  avoid  the  Combat  by  Abfconding  or 
Flight  ;  the  mod  remote  and  imperCeptable 
Recedes  in  the  Labyrinth  of  the  Nerves,  are 
as  acceffible  to  me  as  the  firft  more  obvious 
PalTages.  Where-ever,  therefore,  they  may 
have  become  formidable  by  poflefiing  an 

;  import- 
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important  Poft  in  colieded  Numbers,  I  foon 
reach  the  Place,  and  as  foon  difunite  them, 
and  drive  them  out  of  the  Body  ;  gaining  a 
compleat  Vidory  with  fo  much  Eafe,  that 
while  this  War  is  waging  within,  all  feems 
to  be  at  Peace  without:  And  when  the 
Enemy  is  diflodged,  I  repair  the  Damages 
they  may  have  done,  by  reftoring  to  all 
Organs  (Efficient  Vigour  to  execute  their 
proper  Functions. 

Nature  fends  me  with  her  Comftiiffion, 
and  ample  Powers  to  enforce  in  all  Places  a 
pundual  Observance  of  the  Laws  (he  has 
impofed  ;  in  confequence  whereof,  when  I 
find  the  Stomach  and  Bowels  in  a  State  of 
Rebellion,  bringing  quick  and  inevital  De- 
(Irudion  upon  the  whole  Conftitution,  I  im¬ 
mediately  reduce  them  to  Obedience,  and  a 
peaceable  State.  Whenever  any  of  the  great 
Complexures  of  the  Nerves  by  intefiine  Jars 
have  intangled  themfelves,  at  my  Approach 
they  range  into  regular  Order,  and  give  mu¬ 
tual  Affiftance  to  each  other,  in  a  friendly 
embracing  Intercourse  ;  from  thence  all 
hideous  and  convulfive  Agonies  and  Tremors 
ceafe,  giving  place  to  an  univerfal  Serenity. 

N  A 
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I  roll  on  without  Controul,  through 
Tubes  inconceivably  minute;  the  very  Ave¬ 
nues  to  the  Seat  of  the  rational  Soul  are 
open  to  me.  I  find  free  Ingrefs  and  Egrets, 
and  am  always  welcome  to  that  noble  Inha¬ 
bitant,  who  is  fenfible  of  the  Service  I  do 
her,  in  rendering  this  her  temporary  Abode 
fomewhat  comfortable.  Were  it  polfible  for 
you  with  a  juft  Conception  to  follow’  my 
Track  through  thefe  almoft  infinite  Mean- 
ders,  your  Admiration  of  this  wonderful  * 
Machine  would  be  exceeding  great :  And, 
how  juft  would  be  your  Indignation  at  the 
Prefumption  of  fome  weak  Men,  who  pre¬ 
tend  to  have  unerring  Rules  for  rectifying 
Diforders,  the  Situation  of  which  they  can¬ 
not  poftibly  know,  and  philofophically  to 
determine  the  exaCt  Progrefs  of  what  they 
fend  blended  into  this  Road  of  Circulation  ; 
fo  numberlefs  and  intricately  difpofed  are 
thefe  Channels,  and  their  mutual  Communi-  1 
cations,  that  the  only  Wonder  is,  that  they 
lliould  ever  make  a  tolerable  Guels. 

Having  thus  indulged  myfelf  in  expa¬ 
tiating  on  my  good  and  powerful  Properties, 

I  will  now  fairly  give  you  an  Account  of 
fome  Tilings,  which  are  indeed  out  of  my 

Reach  ; 
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Reach  :  I  cannot  give  eternal  Duration  to  a 
Material  Body  liable  to  daily  Changes.  In 
my  Progreis  through  the  Heart,  I  cannot 
cor  red*  the  Vices  of  it,  taken  in  a  figurative 
Senfe  :  It  is  not  in  my  Power  to  give  Cou-  # 
rage  to  a  Coward ;  to  make  a  Knave  honeft  ; 
nor  to  moderate  the  raging  Pailions  in  Men 
of  perfecuting  Spirits  :  I  cannot  reftrain  the 
Volubility  of  a  Tongue  that  hath  an  innate 
Progenfity  to  Defamation  ;  nor  urge  a  Re- 
*  ftive  one  to  a  frank  Declaration  of  Truths. 

Real  Defeds  in  the  Gifts  of  Nature,  are 
not  to  be  fupplied  but  by  a  creating  Power  : 

*  I  cannot  therefore  caufe  a  Limb  that  may 
be  wanting,  to  grow  forth  :  Nor  can  I  fill 
an  empty  Cavity  in  the  Head  with  Brains  ; 
but  fliould  I  make  a  Lodgment  in  fo  folitary 
and  unfurnilhed  an  Appartment,  the  Owner 
need  not  be  under  any  Apprehenfions ;  for 
Fools  were  never  known  to  go  mad  :  Free 
from  all  agitatingThoughts  and  Doubts,  they 
enjoy  a  profound  Tranquility  of  Mind,  and 
are  happy  in  an  undifturbed  Conceit  of  be-  • 
ing  extremely  wife;  When  you  meet  with 
Phyfical  Philofophers  of  this  Clafs,  be  not 
fo  ill-naturd  as  to  attempt  to  undeceive  them : 
Let  nothing  divert  you  from  your  judicious 

Courfe 


[  1 86  ] 

Courfe  of  exploring  my  Virtues  by  Experi¬ 
ence  ;  an  uninterrupted  Profecution  herein, 
will  produce  Authorities  fufficient  to  over¬ 
come  the  moil  obftinate  Infidelity  or  wilful 
.  Blindnefs :  And  then  your  clofe  Attention 
to  my  Service  will  be  richly  rewarded,  and 
gratefully  acknowledged  by 

Tour  true  Friend , 

Hydrargyrum. 


SIR , 

AS  you  have  been  fo  generous,  as  well  as 
charitable,  to  beftow  a  greater  Legacy 
than  was  ever  given  to  the  World  before,  by 
any  English,  I  believe  I  may  fay  European 

Phyfician,  in  which  the  Poor  will,  and  al¬ 
ready  do  equally  ihare  with  the  Rich,  I  think 
it  a  Duty  incumbent  on  me  to  return  you  tea 
Millions  of  Thanks,  not  only  for  your  Book, 
but  alfo  for  the  good  Health  I  now  enjoy 
from  taking  Quickfilver  by  the  kind  Advice 
of  that  worthy  Gentleman,  and  your  intimate 

Friend, 
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Friend,  Lucas  Selfe ,  £fq;  before  the  Publi¬ 
cation  of  your  Book  :  And  if  you  can  have 
Patience  to  read  a  very  flat,  but  true  State 
of  my  Cafe,  I  will  give  you  all  I  can  recoi¬ 
led:,  from  the  twentieth  Year  of  my  Age, 
to  this  prefent  Time,  being  now  fifty  three, 
‘viz.  From  twenty  to  thirty-five  I  drank  very 
hard,  in  which  laft  Year  I  had  a  very  levere 
Fit  of  the  Cholick  in  my  Stomach,  and  about 
two  Years  afterwards,  fome  Crofies  in  my 
worldly  Affairs,  with  drinking  too  much 
flale  Beer,  and  fometimes  Port  Wine,  brought 
that  Diftemper  on  me  again,  w  hich  continued 
about  feven  Years,  except  fome  Intervals  of 
Eafe.  At  the  Age  of  forty-two,  I  left  off  all 
forts  of  Malt  Liquor,  for  even  Small-Beer  at 
my  Meals,  would  immediately  put  a  Stop  to 
Eating,  and  caufe  a  violent  Pain  in  my  Sto¬ 
mach  :  Then,  for  about  two  Years  I  drank 
nothing  but  final!  Rum  Punch,  with  a  red- 
hot  Iron  put  into  it,  (a  Pint  of  Rum  to  a 
Gallon  of  Water,  with  Lemons  and  double- 
refin’d  Sugar)  which  agreed  well  with  me. 
At  the  Age  of  forty-four,  having  made  too 
bold  with  Port  Wine,  I  had  a  fevere  Fit 
of  the  Gout,  my  Legs  fwelling  alternately, 
'  '  '  to 
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to  double  their  proper  Size  :  I  have  had  but 
two  or  three  fuch  Fits  of  the  Gout  fince* 
At  Forty-four,  aforelaid,  I  left  off  fmall 
Punch,  and  at  my  Meals  drank  nothing  but 
common  fair  Water,  and  fometimes  a  little 
Cyder  between  Meals,  which  agreed  well 
with  me,  whilft  1  ufed  much  Exercife.  But 
with  a  fedentary  Life,  my  Appetite  was  foon 
gone,  but  was  foon  recover’d  again  by  drink¬ 
ing  Holt  Water  at  my  Meals  only  :  But  in 
about  three  Months  time,  that  Water  had  no 
more  Effed  than  any  other  fair  Water.  And 
in  the  Winter  1728,  and  the  Spring  follow¬ 
ing,  I  was  very  ill  with  the  then  common  Fe¬ 
ver  and  Ague,  which  went  off  at  laft  with  a 
fmall  Fit  of  the  Gout.  From  whence  I  con¬ 
clude, that  fame  thing  of  that  Diftemper  was 
in  my  Stomach,  during  that  Sicknefs,  for  I 
often  vomited  very  much.  In  the  latter  End 
of  the  Summer  1729,.  the  Fever  and  Ague 
returned  again,  (attended,  as  I  fuppofe,  with 
the  Gout  in  my  Stomach)  which  continued 
fome  Time.  In  Qffioher  1729,  (having 
but  little  Exercife,)  I  was  often  taken 
with  cold  Chills,  and  great  Pains  in  my*  Sto¬ 
mach,  which  Purges  and  Vomits'  would 

remove? 
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remove,  but  it  would  foon  return  again.  The 
latter  End  of  November  following  I  was  tak¬ 
en  in  a  different  Manner  than  ever  before  ; 
mz.  with  Heart-Burnings,  Wind,  and  four 
Belchings,  and  my  Mouth  often  filled  with 
clear  Water  ;  which  Water  foon  left  me,  af¬ 
ter  taking  an  Eledtuary,  and  now  and  then 
Lozenges  ;  but  the  Heart-burning  and  Pain 
in  my  Stomach  continued.  Upon  which  I 
took  a  Vomit,  and  applied  a  Glifter  ;  but 
could  find  no  Eafe  ’till  I  took  forty  Drops  at 
a  Time  of  Species  Diambre,  with  Tindture 
of  Snake-Root,  compound  Spirit  of  Laven¬ 
der  and  Liquid  Laudanum  in  a  Draught  of 
Sparemint  Tea ;  which  was  repeated  as  often 
as  the  Pain  returned,  ’till  I  thought  myfelf 
perfectly  well :  But  in  twenty-four  Hours 
afterwards,  my  Stomach  was  uneafy,  my 
Mouth  full  of  Water  in  the  Morning,  and 
Urine  very  thick  :  The  next  Day  my  Sto¬ 
mach  was  in  great  Pain,  which  was  eafed 
by  taking  forty  of  the  Drops  aforefaid. 
December  the  8th,  1719,  I  began  to  take 
every  Night  and  Morning  four  Pills  com- 
pofed  of  the  Gum-Pill,  &c.  in  a  Glafs  of 
Bitter-Wine,  and  continued  the  fame  ’till 
the  Fifteenth,  when  I  left  them  off ;  and 

then 
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then  the  Stomach- Ach  and  Cold  Chills  all 
over  my  Body  came  ,  on  again.  January 
the  4th,  1 719,  I  found  my  Breath  ftink  in 
the  Morning  ;  had  good  Appetite,  but  very 
bad  Digeftion  ;  and  the  Pain  in  my  Stomach 
began  to  come  oa  me  again.  Thus  I  con¬ 
tinued  (fometimes  pretty  well,  at  other 
Times  ill,  never  well  above  two  or  three 
Days  at  one  Time,)  ’till  the  Beginning  of 
May,  .  *  73°,  when  being  in  greater  Pain 
than  common,  I  took  three  V omits  in  one 
Week,  which  eafed  me  for  fome  Time.  The 
2.0th  of  May  I  took  a  ftronger  Vomit  than 
before,  which  had  no  other  Effect  than  the 
former.  Then  I  applied  to  an  eminent 
Phyfician,  whole  Prefcription  was  flriclly 
obferved  ;  and  I  received  great  Benefit  by  it: 
But  foon  after  I  had  gone  through  the  whole 
Courfe,  my  Pains  returned  again,  and  I 
became  as  bad  as  ever.  And  being  almoft 
Blind,  which  I  attribute  to  frequent  Vomits, 
(being  often  taken  three  or  four  times  in  a 
Week,)  could  not  bear  the  Thoughts  of 
entering  into  that  Courfe  any  more  ;  and, 
expecting  that  Death  would  relieve  me  in  a 
fliort  Time,  bore  my  Affliction  as  well  as  I 
could.  But  in  the  Month  of  March,  17  30-1, 

I  was 
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I  was  advifed  by  the  Gentleman  aforefaid  to 
take  Crude  Mercury ;  the  very  Name  o£ 
whieh  was  then  fo  terrible  to  mod  People 
in  this  Country,  that  all  I  Ipoke  to  of  it 
perfuaded  me  againft  it,  except  one  or  two 
of  Dr.  Dovers  Acquaintance  ;  nor  would 
Money,  (enough  of  which  was  offer’d  to 
tempt  any  mean  Perfon  to  take  as  loathfonf 
a  Draught  as  an  Apothecary  could  make 
up,)  prevail  upon  any  one  to  take  it  before 
me  :  This  kindred  me  a  Month  ;  during  all 
which  Time  the  Gout  in  my  Stomach  put 
me  to  the  molt  exquifite  Pain  imaginable, 
for  two,  three,  and  fometimes  four  times 
every  Day,  with  reltlefs  Nights  ;  ’till  Mon¬ 
day  the  izth  of  ylp'il,  1731,  about  Ten  at 
Night,  in  prefence  of  Mr.  Selfe,  aforefaid, 
and  feveral  other  Gentlemen  and  Ladies,  I 
boldly  fwallowed  two  Ounces  of  Crude 
Mercury,  went  to  Bed  about  Eleven,  was 
perfectly  eafy,  and  llept  heartily  all  that- 
Night,  which  (fo  far  as  I  can  remem¬ 
ber)  was  more  than  I  had  done  in  twelve 
Months  before ;  which  fudden  Change  was 
owing,  as  I  take  it,  to  the  Mercury’s  ex¬ 
pelling  the  Wind  in  my  Stomach  as  foon  as 
it  arrived  there.  I  was  eafy  the  next  Day, 

though 


though  my  Stomach  continued  tender.  About 
Noon,  which  w'as  about  fourteen  Hours 
after  I  took  it,  I  found  fome  few  very  fmall 
Globules  of  the  Mercury  in  the  latter  Part 
of  my  Stool,  the  Excrement  being  very  hard. 
I  continued  taking  two  Ounces  every  Day 
for  fix  Days  together,  and  never  failed  of 
a  Stool  every  Day,  which  feldom  ufed  to  be 
more  than  once  in  three,  four,  and  fome- 
times  five  Days.  I  laved  molt  of  my  Water, 
during  this  Operation,  in  the  Sediment  of 
which,  I  found  fome  Globules  of  Mercury, 
much  fmaller  than  thofe  mentioned  before, 
andamwell  fatisfied  thatitpafies  through  the 
Ureters.  Thus  was  I  relieved  from  the  violent 
Gouty  Pains  in  my  Stomach  by  Crude 
Mercury  only  ;  and  as  the  Weather  grew 
warmer,  by  taking  now  and  then  three, 
four,  or  five  Dofes,  my  Stpmach  grew 
ftrongcr,  and  my  Conftitution  was  fo  much 
amended  in  all  Refpedts,  that  my  Ac¬ 
quaintance  were  (truck  with  Admiration : 
Abundance  of  Queftions  were  continually 
asked  me,  by  People  of  all  Ranks,  many  of 
them  having  entertained  a  Notiop,  that  it 
was  rank  Poifon,  and  prefen t  Death  to  any 
one  that  fhouid  take  it ;  that  it  would  pais 

through 
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through  the  Body  as  fail  as  it  was  put  into 
the  Mouth  ;  others  would  tell  me,  that  I 
fhould  find  the  ill  Effects  of  it  the  next 
Winter,  and  that  I  fhould  not  live  above 
fix  Months  ;  others  were  fo  good-natur’d  to 
let  me  live  a  whole  Year,  &c.  Thus  was  I 
treated  by  People  .of  all  forts,  by  fbme  in  a 
ludicrous,  and  by  others  in  a  ferious  manner. 
However,  I  thank  God,  I  have  now  lived 
above  two  Years  in  the  Enjoyment  of  better 
Health  than  I  had  done  for  eighteen  Years 
before,  and  I  am  now  as  well  as  ever  I  was 
in  my  whole  Life-time,  not  but  I  have  had 
fome  fmall  Pains  in  my  Stomach  fince  the 
firft  taking  of  Quiekfilver,  w7hieh  were  loon 
removed  by  taking  an  Ounce  or  two  of  that 
glorious  Medicine,  or  Drops  of  Mynjichfs 
Elixir  of  Vitriol  in  a  Glafs  of  Water.  Nor 
had  the  Mercury  ever  any  ill  Effect  upon  me, 
unlefs  a  gentle  folutary  Spitting  be  fo  term¬ 
ed;  which  I  mu  ft  deny,  becaufel  was  much 
better  after  it  ;  and  this  never  happened  to 
me  but  once,  from  riding  out  in  very  cold 
Weather,  which  I  really  believe  flopp’d  its 
palTing  by  Perfpiration,  and  by  that  means 
threw  it  back  from  its  natural  Motion  (fome- 
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what  like  its  being  fent  into  the  Body  by 
Fridion.)  However,  I  loon  put  a  Stop  to 
it,  by  a  gentle  Dole  of  Phyfick,  and  had  an 
excellent  good  Stomach  to  my  Viduals,  im¬ 
mediately  afterwards,  which  digefted  well. 
Thus  have  I  troubled  you,  Sir,  with  every 
thing  I  can  immediately  recoiled  in  this  Af¬ 
fair,  relating  to  myfelf;  and,  if  you  can  have  a 
little  more  Patience,  will  now  give  you  fome 
Account  of  the  Effed  which  this  noble  Medi¬ 
cine  hath  had  upon  other  Perfons,  &c.  Since 
God  Almighty  has  been  pleafed  to  bellow  this 
great  Bleffing  upon  me,  I  thought  it  my  Duty 
to  communicate  it  to  as  many  of  my  Fellow- 
Creatures,  as  poliibly  I  could,  and  have  ac¬ 
cordingly  fo  done,  to  the  utmoft  of  my  Power, 
and  gave  occularDemonllration  to  leveral  of 
them,  that  there  was  no  Difficulty  nor  Dan¬ 
ger  in  taking  of  it,  and  have  Leave  to  men¬ 
tion  the  Names  of  fome,  together  with  their 
Difeafes  as  follows,  viz.  Titus  Rake ,  of 
Bradford ,  Tallow-Chandler,  was  foon  cured 
of  a  Fit  of  the  Gout,  both  in  his  Stomach 
and  Limbs  ;  Mr.  James  Fellows ,  of  the 
fame  Place,  Bailiff  to  his  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Kingjlone>  being  fo  bad  with  the  Gravel, 

that 


[  *95  ] 

that  when  he  had  (loop’d,  to  take  any  Thing 
from  off  the  Ground,  could  not  get  himfelf 
upright  again,  without  the  greateft  Pain  and 
Difficulty  imaginable  ;  by  taking  only  eight 
Ounces  ofQuickfilver,  about  thirteen  Months 
fince,  was  never  troubled  with  that  Diftem- 
per  more,  and  was  never  better  in  his  Life, 
than  at  this  Time.  The  Reverend  Mr .Rryer% 
and  alfo  the  Wife  of  Mr.  Robert  Townfendt 
of  the  fame  Place,  have  found  great  Benefit 
in  the  fame  Diforder.  John  Hanny ,  a  Tyler 
of  this  Town,  was  fo  ill  of  the  Cholick  for 
many  Years  pad,  that  he  continually  walked 
(looping,  and  holding  both  his  Hands  againfi: 
his  Stomach,  wras  perfedly  well  after  taking 
a  few  Dofes  of  it ;  as  was  alfo  the  Wife  of 
Mr.  Edmund  HeaU ,  Clothworker.  And 
Mr.  Matthew  Smithy  Clothier,  found  imme¬ 
diate  Eafe  in  the  fame  Diforder,  at  taking 
the  firft  two  Ounces.  Alfo  Edward  Brifcoe , 
of  Frejbfordy  near  this  Town,  Innkeeper, 
has  found  fo  much  Benefit  in  the  fame  Dif¬ 
order,  that  he  lately  told  me,  he  would  not 
be  debarred  from  taking  Quickfilver  for  any 
Sum  of  Money  whatever.  Mr.  Robert 
Townfendy  Mailer  of  the  Work-Houfe  in 
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this  Town,  was  foon  cured  of  a  violent  Pain 
in  his  Side.  And  one  Anthony  Threjher ,  of 
Iford-Mitt,  near  Bradford,  Fuller,  having 
been  troubled  with  the  Cramp,  Pain  in  his 
Stomach,  and  Reachings,  for  feveri  Years 
paft,  about  two  Months  fmce  took  three  - 
Ounces  and  half  of  Quickfilver  at  twice,  and 
has  been  perfectly  well  ever  fince  ;  and  hopes 
to  do  more  Good  in  his  Generation 
yet,  having  had  twenty-feven  Children  by 
three  Wives  already.  Mr.  John  Orpin ,  an 
Apothecary  at  Bath ,  having  been  in  an 
Hypochondriacal  Diforder,  with  Lownefs  of 
Spirits,  &c.  to  a  dangerous  Degree,  I  told 
him,  about  a  Year  and  half  fince,  of  the 
many  Cures  perform’d  at  Bradford  by  Crude 
Mercury  ;  who  told  me  he  had  heard  fo  be¬ 
fore,  from  an  Apothecary  at  Bradford ;  and 
asked  me  how  we  took  it.  I  told  him  we 
put  two  Ounces  at  a  Time  into  a  Glafs, 
without  any  Vehicle  whatfoever,  and  drank 
it  as  other  Liquids.  Upon  which  he  took 
it,  and  was  perfectly  cur’d  by  it  in  a  very 
little  Time,  and  has  lately  declared  the  fame 
to  me,  and  a  Room  full  of  Company  ;  and 

that  he  hath  been  well  ever  fmce  ;  and  will 
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always  atteft  the  fame  to  be  true,  1  mutt 
further  add,  in  Commendation  of  Mr.  Orfmy 
that  he  has  been  fo  honeft  as  to  give’  this 
Medicine  to  feveral  of  his  Patients,  and  to 
recommend  it  to  others  ;  which  was  of  Ser¬ 
vice  to  feveral  Perfons  of  Diftindion  in  the 
following  Seafons  at  Bath ,  from  whence  its 
Fame  began  to  fpread  all  over  the  Kingdom, 
and  will,  I  don't  doubt,  be  fo  well  known 
and  approved  of  in  a  few  Years  more,  that 
if  it  can  poffibly  enter  into  the  Heart  of  any 
Man  to  be  wicked  enough  to  go  about  to 
cry  down  Quickfilver,  as  a  dangerous  Me¬ 
dicine  to  be  taken  in  at  the  Mouth,  he  will 
be  in  the  fame  Condition,  as  if  he  were  to 
propofe  a  Bill  for  a  General  Excife,  and  find 
ninety-nine  in  a  Hundred  of  all  the  fincere 
and  unbiased  People  in  Great  -  Britain 
againft  him, 

I  hear,  Sir,  that  you  are  goodmatur  d  ; 
and  therefore  have  Reaion  to  hope  you 
will  pardon  fo  much  Trouble  given  to  you 
by  a  Perfon  you  never  yet  faw  :  But  for 
the  Sake  of  my  Country,  as  well  as  of 
yourfelf,  I  heartily  and  fincerely  wifli  you 

O  3  good 


good  Health,  and  Life  as  long  as  it  fliall 
be  defireable  to  yourfelf ;  and  beg  Leave  to 
fubfcribe  myfelf, 

S  I  R, 

Tour  great  Admirer , 

Mojl  Obliged \  and 

Mojl  humble  Servant , 

P.  Assenton. 

T.  S.  I  waited  on  Mr.  Methuen  and  his 
Lady  at  Lukenham  the  laft  Sunday,  when 
he  was  very  well,  and  defired  you  would 
accept  of  his  humble  Service.  His  good 
Lady  was  then  very  ill ;  and  I  heard  the 
laft  Thursday  there  was  then  but  little 
Hopes  of  her  Recovery.  They  told  me 
that  her  Cafe  was  lately  fent  to  you,  for 
your  Advice  ;  but  fear  it  was  then  too 
late  ;  and  heartily  wifli,  that  when  Ihe 

went  to  Bath  the  firft  Time  fmce  her 
Illnefs,  £he  had  gone  to  London ,  where 

your  Affiftance  in  due  Time  might  have 
fay’d  her  Life.  Mr.  Lucas  Selfe  prefents 
his  Service  to  vou. 


Bradford, 
May  12. 
17  33- 
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MERC  U  R  r. 

SIR, 

IT  is  very  natural  to  imagine,  that  a  Gen¬ 
tleman,  who  profefles  fo  much  Zeal  for' 
the  Xntereft  of  his  Fellow-Creatures,  would 
not  have  been  afharnd  of  his  Name :  But 
you  chofe  rather  to  conceal  yours,  as  fuf- 
peddng  that  your  Integrity  might  be  call'd 
in  Queftion,  for  giving  a  Medicine  daily, 
which  at  the  fame  Time  you  affirm  will  fap 
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the  very  Foundation  of  Life,  and  may  be 
juftly  ranked  among  the  flow  Poifons. 

You  feem  furprized  that  the  Author  of 
the  Ancient  Thy/lcians  Legacy  lliould  pre- 
fcribe  it  in  fuch  a  Variety  of  Complaints : 
But  you  ought  in  Juftice  to  have  told  the 
World,  that  his  Recommendation  of  Quick- 
fftver  in  all  thofe  Cafes,  is  fupported  by 
undeniable  Fads,  and  a  long  Courfe  of 
Experience. 

You  feem  to  regret  very  much  that  the 
proper  Obfervations  were  not  made  in  the 
laft  Century,  when  this  Method  of  taking 
Crude  Mercury  was  as  fafhionable  in  Eng¬ 
land  as  it  is  now ;  for  you  are  firmly  per- 
fuaded  the  numerous  Inftances  of  Perlqns 
who  then  received  Prejudice  from  it,  would 
have  been  {Efficient  to  have  deterr’d  wary 
People  from  the  Ufe  of  it  now. «  When  you 
afiert  a  Thing  fo  roundly,  it  was  incumbent 
upon  you  to  have  fhewn  in  what  Kings 
Reign  this  Medicine  fo  uni verfally  prevail’d  ; 
or  to  have  told  us,  at  leaft,  who  was  Lord 
Mayor  at  that  Time. 

I  can  recoiled  fome  Inftances  in  the  laft 
Gentry,  when  it  was  given  with  very  good 
Sneeds :  Sir  Nicholas  Butler.,  a  very  eminent 

Phyfi- 
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Phyfician  in  King  James  IV  s  Reign, 
prefcrib’d  it  to  one  Mrs.  Coj?e>  who  lived  in 
Auftin-Friers,  but  had  her  Country-Houfe 
too  at  Edmonton .  By  the  Ufe  of  it,  jfhe 
was  abfolutely  cured  of  a  Lunacy.  He  like- 
wife  gave  it  to  one  Mifs  Fuller ,  who  fwal- 
lowedTraili  of  feveral  forts,  Worded  among 
the  reft,  by  which  pernicious  Practice,  fhe 
brought  herfelf  into  a  very  languilliing  Con¬ 
dition,  but  at  length  was  very  happily  cured 
by  this  flow  Poifon,  as  you  are  pleafed  to 
call  it.  Several  People  of  the  bed  Reputa¬ 
tion  now  living  in  Edmonton ,  are  ready  to 
atted  the  Truth  of  thefe  Fa £ts.  At  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  King  Williams  Reign,  I  gave 
Quickfilver  myfelf  to  two  Ladies  in  Briftol, 
in  very  high  Hyderical  Cafes,  one  of  them 
almod  to  a  degree  of  Madnefs,  and  yet  they 
both  fucceeded  very  wrell  under  my  Care, 
though  I  mud  own,  that  one  of  them  unfor¬ 
tunately  died  about  ten  Years  fince  :  The 
other  is  dill  in  perfect  Health,  and  not  long 
fince  married  to  a  fecond  Husband.  If  thefe 
are  all  the  ill  Confequences  of  this  dow  Poi¬ 
fon,  the  Ladies  at  lead  will  not  be  much 


afraid  of  it.  I  have  taken  it  myfelf  above  fix  and 
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forty  Years,  I  have  been  in  all  forts  of  Cli¬ 
mates,  and  am  now  upwards  of  Eighty, 
and  yet,  I  thank  God,  enjoy  a  perfect  State 
of  Health.  If  I  fliould  happen  to  die  twenty 
or  thirty  Years  hence,  this  Author  may,  if 
he  pleafes,  impute  my  Death  to  this  flow 
Way  of  poifonmg. 

You  feem  very  much  furpriz’d  that  I 
lliould  in  no  Part  of  my  Work  defcribe  the 
Manner  of  this  wonderful  Fluids  Operation 
upon  human  Bodies.  Give  me  Leave  to 
tell  you,  Sir,  that  the  World  will  think 
much  better  of  me  for  owning  my  Ignorance, 
than  if  I  had  led  them,  as  you  have  done, 
into  a  blind  Labyrinth  of  hard  WY>rds  and 
unintelligible  Terms.  At  your  firfl;  fetting 
out,  you  promifc  us  very  great  Things,  viz,. 
To  fliew  us  the  Nature  of  Mercury,  its  man¬ 
ner  of  operating,  and,  in  the  laft  Place,  to 
produce  feverai  Inflances  of  its  dreadful  Ef- 
feds.  But  how  notorioufly  you  have  fail’d 
in  each  Particular,  let  e^ery  unprejudiced 
Perfon  determine.  You  fay  the  Chymifts 
are  fo  much  puzzled,  they  don’t  know  what 
to  make  of  it  ;  and  from  thence  it  may 
very  reafonably  be  concluded,  that  you 

know 
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know  as  little.  However,  to  coroborate 
your  Phoenomina,  you  introduce  a  very  filly 
Story  in  the  following  Words  :  “  I  remem- 
“  ber  an  Infiance  of  a  Perfon  who  did  not 
“  care  for  ftirring  out  of  his  Bed,  for  fear  of 
“  wrenching  or  tearing  fome  Capillary  Vef~ 
“  fel  of  his  Body  ;  and  indeed  I  fhould  not 
^  have  thought  his  Apprehenfions  very  ri- 
“  diculous,  if  he  had  been  taking  Mercury 
u  five  or  fix  Weeks,  after  the  modern  Way*” 

You  are  not  contented  with  venting  your 
Spleen  againft  this  innocent  and  ufeful  Me¬ 
dicine  only,  but  you  take  a  great  deal  of 
Pains  to  banifh  Inoculation  out  of  the  King¬ 
dom  ;  which  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  even 
after  the  modern  Method  of  Practice,  will 
fave  more  than  twenty  out  of  a  hundred  that 
die  of  it  the  natural  Way.  You  endea¬ 
vour  likewife  to  deter  People  from  Immer- 
fion  in  cold  Wrater,  for  fear  it  fhould  inflame 
the  Lungs  :  Whereas,  even  in  Confump- 
tions  I  have  often  prefcribed  it,  and  found 
different  Effedfs. 

Notwithstanding  your  Archnefs  upon 
me,  I  am  perfuaded  you  have  been  much  the 
greateft  Friend  to  the  Nurfes  and  Grave- 
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Diggers  :  I  challenge  you  to  {hew  when  I 
have  loft  three  Patients  for  the  laft  five  Years, 
where  I  was  firft  called,  either  in  acute  or 
chronick  Cafe,  (though  I  have  fettled  in 
Town  above  eighteen  Months)  and  even 
without  the  help  of  Blifters.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  I  can  prove  that  I  cured  feveral  Pa¬ 
tients  which  have  been  left  off  by  more  than 
one  of  the  Faculty. 

What  follows  is  one  of  his  Cage  Remarks 
upon  a  part  of  my  Treatife :  “  After  the 
cc  Author  (fays  he)  has  defcribed  a  Confump- 
a  tion  and  Phthifick,  in  which  he  tells  us 
the  Patient  complains  of  a  Sorenefs  in  his 
<c  Breaft,  Difficulty  of  Breathing,  Lofs  of 
“  Appetite,  a  great  Heat  and  Drinefs  in  the 
u  Palms  of  his  Hands,  with  frequent  and 
a  hidden  Fluffiings  in  his  Face :  and  [obferve 
u  well]  after  he  has  given  too  a  Receipt  to 
cure  this  Diforder,  he  concludes  thus  ;  I 
u  have  of  late  experienced  that  Quickfilver 
a  is  the  moft  beneficial  Thing  in  all  the 
u  World  for  the  Lungs,  taking  one  Ounce 
every  Morning”  I  prefume,  by  your 
[obferve  well\  you  take  it  for  granted,  that 
the  Lungs  are  not  aflfeefted  with  an  Afthma, 
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In  (hort,  you  have  bellowed  a  great  deal  of 
Pains  in  your  laborious  Treatife,  to  prove 
what  every  Body  will  readily  grant  you. 
That  Mercury  can  never  be  good  in  all 
Cafes.  And  to  fupport  your  Affertion,  you 
fay,  The  prefent  pradifing  Phyficians  in  this 
Town,  who,  without  all  Difpute,  are  a  Set 
of  the  moft  learned  and  judicious  Men  in 
Europe,  unanimoufly  agree,  That  Mercury 
hardly  procures  any  vifible  Advantage,  but 
in  Afthma’s  only.  I  owe  great  Deference 
to  the  learned  Faculty,  but  hope  you  don’t 
include  yourfelf ;  becaufe  notwithftanding 
your  elaborate  Treatife  of  the  life  andAbuje 
of  Mercury ,  you  have  not  the  lead;  Preterm 
Rons  in  the  World  to  the  Title. 

You  think  you  make  me  appear  ridicu¬ 
lous,  by  affirming  that  I  recommend  an 
Ounce  of  Quickfilver  every  Morning,  for  a 
Month  together  in  the  Stone,  though  I 
fay,  at  the  lame  Time,  I  have  known  it  do 
Wonders. 

To  convince  you  that  this  Recommenda¬ 
tion  is  not  founded  upon  Gueiles,  and  bare 
Surmifes  only,  I  fliall  produce  you  both  the 
Fads  and  the  Names ;  w7hich,  as  a  very 

great 


i  206  ] 

great  Man,  upon  another  Occafion,  very 
juftly  oblerv’d,  is  that  ftubborn  Kind  of 
Evidence,  which  will  not  yield  to  the  moft 
perfuafive  Eloquence,  nor  bend  to  the  moft 
imperious  Authority. 

In  anfwer  to  one  of  your  Enquiries,  If 
there  can  be  any  Inftances  produc’d  of 
Quickfilver  s  palling  by  Urine  ?  I  am  willing 
to  give  you  entire  Satisfaction  by  referring 
you  to  the  following  Perfons  :  Richard 
Freeman ,  Eiquire,  at  the  Lower-End  of 
Little  James -Street,  Bedford- Row ;  Ezekiel 
Wallis ,  Eiquire,  at  Luckenham ,  late  High- 
Sheriff  of  Wilt  ft)  ire  ;  and  Mr.  Ajftenton ,  of 
Bradford ,  in  Wiltfteire .  I  don’t  in  the  leaft 
Queftion,  if  the  proper  Glades  were  ufed, 
but  you  might  fee  the  Quickfilver  voided 
by  Urine,  in  more  or  lefs  Quantities,  by 
almoft  every  Perfon  that  takes  it.  As  it  is 
a  moft  excellent  Remedy  in  the  Gravel,  it 
mull  neceftarily  enter  the  Kidneys  ;  and 
can  there  be  any  Paftage  more  natural  for 
it  afterwards,  than  the  Ureters,  and  fo  to 
the  Bladder  ? 

Notwithstanding  you  fet  out  with  a 
Zeal  for  the  publick  Good,  yet  any  Eye 

may 
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may  very  eafily  fee  through  your  fliallow 
Artifice  ;  for  by  decrying  a  Medicine  which 
has  performed  the  mod  wonderful  Cures, 
upon  the  Evidence  of  fome  Hundreds  of  un¬ 
doubted  Credit,  you  have  proved  yourfelf 
the  Enemy,  and  not  the  Friend  of  Mankind. 
And  if  from  your  fird,  we  may  guefs  of 
your  future  Performances,  I  think,  by  only 
inverting  my  Motto,  I  lhall  fliew  you  to 
the  World  in  your  true  Light  :  Homines 
ad  Dtemonay  nulla  in  re  pr°Pus  a ccedunt 
quatn  falutem  Hominibus  negando . 

“  Liquid  Quickfilver  will  do  great  Service 
“  in  beginning  Plicatures  of  the  Inteftines, 
u  Obftrudion  of  their  Glands  and  Valves  ; 
6C  and  in  Foulnefs  and  hard  Concretions  or 
<c  Obftrudions  bred  in  the  Mouths  of  the 
“  Ladeals,  (which  are  often  Cafes  where 
6C  the  Symptoms,  common  to  other  Difeafes, 
“  will  not  admit  a  certain  Diftindion  ;)  but 
“  eminently  fo  in  Afthmatick  Cafes,  above 
cc  all  other  Medicines,  by  its  Weight  only 
<c  forcing  open  the  obdrudive  Mouths  of 
<c  the  Ladeals,  and  its  Steams  thereby  en- 
u  tering  the  Habit,  attenuate  the  vicid 
“  Juices  of  the  Lungs,  and  render  them 

“  per- 
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u  pervious,  and  fo  promote  Expe&oratiom 
u  And,  I  think,  other  more  appropriated 
a  and  {pacific k  Medicines  not  iucceeding, 
u  this  ought  to  be  tried  in  all  Cafes  of  the 
a  Alimentary  Tube,  fince  it  is  innocent  and 
u  fafe  as  Affes  Milk.57  Thefe  are  the  Words 
of  a  very  Learned  and  Honeft  Phyfician, 
though  not  of  this  Town  ;  who,  for  his 
own  Part,  has  contributed  very  much 
towards  the  Health  and  Benefit  of  Mankind* 
You  fee  his  Opinion  concerning  Quick- 
filver,  That  it  is  an  admirable  Medicine 
in  Nervous  Diforders  ;  though  our  moft 
Learned  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty  aver 
it  to  be  a  moft  dangerous  Medicine  in  all 
fuch  Cafes.  Read  Cheynes  Englifh  Malady  y 
Page  133. 

I  shall  publilh  feveral  Fadts,  and  fo  turn 
you  over  to  the  Author  of  the  Antidote ,  to 
give,  you  another  Pill,  when,  according  to 
your  Promife,  you  iliould  think  proper  to 
favour  us  with  a  Second  Edition  of  your 
life  and  Abufe  of  Mercury  :  But  why  will 
not  thefe  Friends  of  Mankind,  thefe  Pro¬ 
moters  of  publick  Good,  pubkfh  fome  of 
their  oMx  Arcana  sy  particularly  of  their 
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wonderful  Method  of  curing  of  Fevers  ? 
And  tell  us  at  the  fame  time,  when  we 
may  hope  the  grand  Myftery  of  Cooling 
any  Perfon  will  be  difcover’d  ?  It  cannot  be 
doubted,  but  the  molt  learned  .Gentlemen 
of  the  Faculty  have  read  both  the  Inftitutes 
of  Riverius  and  Sennertus ,  whofe  firft 
Axiom,  in  the  Theraputick  Part  of  Phy- 
fick,  may  be  thus  tranflated  ;  whatever  is 
cured,  is  cured  by  Contraries.  Thus  all 
living  Creatures,  if  they  find  themlelves  too 
hot,  remove  to  a  cooler  Regimen  ;  and, 
on  the  contrary,  if  too  cold,  to  a  warmer. 
And  this  is  purely  owing  to  Inftinct :  It 
would  be  the  very  fame,  if  Mankind  would 
follow  Nature’s  Directions. 

It  is  a  difficult  matter  to  remove  vulgar 
Errors  :  They  are  as  ffrongly  rooted  as  the 
moil  inverate  Dileafe ;  and  Reafon  and 
Phyfick  are  frequently  baffled  by  both. 

-  How  high  did  the  Cry  run  formerly  againft 
the  Ufe  of  the  Bark,  one  of  the  beft  Medi¬ 
cines  in  the  Materia  Medica  ?  What  Fears, 
what  Apprehenfions  of  its  evil  Confluence  > 
What  {fiange  Mifconftructions  of  its  Ef¬ 
fects,  and  downright  abfolute  Perverfion  of 
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its  Properties  ?  Nothing  can  be  fafe  from 
fucli  Mifconceptions,  neither  Merit  in  Man, 
nor  Excellence  in  Medicine  :  The  wife  and 
more  honeft  Part  of  Mankind,  by  the  natu¬ 
ral  Turn  of  Thought  and  Temper,  as  natu¬ 
rally  engages  in  Defence  of  both  ;  and  there 
being  very  few  noble  Remedies  found  either 
by  Art  or  Chance,  and  brought  in  by  Prac¬ 
tice  by  the  skilful  right-judging  Part  of  the 
Faculty,  but  have  been  as  generoufly  fup- 
ported  byReafon  and  Argument,  at  the  very 
In  Rant  that  the  Torrent  of  popular  Cla¬ 
mour  was  at  the  Height  againft  them.  The 
Caufe  of  both  is  the  fame,  and  the  Party 
form’d  againft  both  the  fame  likewife  :  The 
great  Phyfician  in  courfe  falls  into  a  Method 
of  Practice,  which  the  lazy,  the  little,  the 
unskilful  Practitioner  can  no  more  imitate, 
than  he  can  underftand  where  is  the  Won¬ 
der.  Therefore  that  fuch  exert  their  Malice 
they  ate  Matters  of,  and  ftrive  to  blaft  what 
they  cannot  copy,  read  the  Encomium  ar-  | 
gcwi~rJfai,  Page  z6,  z-j.  I  only  with  that 
they  would  let  the  World  know  the  great 
Succefs  they  had  from  Vomiting  and  Bu¬ 
ffering  after  that  inhuman  Way  ;  not  for- 

getting 
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getting  their  heating  Bolus’s,  and  more  heat¬ 
ing  Cordials,  prefcribed  every  fecond  Hour 
with  Sack-Whey,  together  with  Spirits  of 
Hartlhorn  i  Let  them  publilh  fomething  of 
this  Sort,  agreeable  to  the  Realon  of  Man¬ 
kind.  Many  honeft  Gentlemen  take  us  for 
Guardians  of  their  Health  and  Lives  :  But 
obferve  how  miferably  they  are  difappointed, 
when  ’tis  left  to  the  Apothecaries  to  recom¬ 
mend  the  Phyficians,  who  will  always  en¬ 
deavour  to  fecret  him  who  orders  the  lead 
Phyfick. 

I  was  lately  called  to  an  only  Son  of  a 
Nobleman  of  the  fir  ft  Quality,  fix  Months 
old :  He  had  four  Phyficians,  the  famous 
Shropjhire  Gentleman,  quondam  Mayor  of 
*  Shrewsbury  at  the  Head  of  them.  He 
had  been  twice  vomited,  twice  blooded,  an 
Iflue  cut  in  his  Neck,  his  Head,  his  Back, 
his  Arms,  his  Thighs,  his  Legs,  the  Soles  of 
his  Feet,  all  bliftered  in  four  Days  time  ; 
when  it  pleafed  God  by  Death  to  take  him 
out  of  the  Hands  of  his  Tormentors.  , 

After  all  that  has  been  faid  concerning 
this  moft  noble  and  excellent  Remedy,  yet 

Pi  I  cannot 


f  Fortunate  to  a  Proverb. 


I  cannot  recommend  fo  univerfal  and  gene- 
ral  a  Ufe  of  it,  which  often  brings  it  to  Dif- 
credit  :  And  though  it  does  many,  yet  it 
will  not  do  all  Things.  Would  it  not  be 
thought  I  fpeak  with  a  View  to  my  own 
Intereft,  which  is  rather  defign’d  for  the 
Benefit  of  the  Publick,  I  lhould  diredt  that 
the  Patient  always  advifeth  with  fome  Per- 
fon  who  rightly  uhderftands  the  Nature 
of  Mercury,  before  he  enters  upon  the 
Ufe  of  it. 
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Having  feen  and  observed  fo 
many  Errors  in  Mid- 
wifry,  I  hope  this  Jhort 
Essay  on  that  Subject, 
will  not  be  difagreeable  to 
the  Reader. 

FIRST  of  all,  as  foon  as  the  Woman 
finds  herfelf  Pregnant,  I  prefcribe  a 
light  and  Ipare  Diet,  that  fiie  keep  good 
Hours,  and  ufes  fuch  Exercife  as  is  conve¬ 
nient  ;  the  Example  of  this  we  have  from 
poor  People,  and  fuch  as  are  of  the  meaner 
Sort,  we  fee  they  labour  hard,  very  near  to 
the  Time  of  their  Delivery,  and  at  the  fame 
time, thole  are  the  People  that  bring  the  heal- 
thieft  and  ftrongeft  Children  into  the  World, 
and,  without  the  Art  of  Midwifry,  their 
Travail  is  much  eafier  and  much  fa'er  than 
in  thofe  that  confult  fuch  as  are  famed  for 
Mailers  of  that  Art,  who  after  a  Lady  has 
mifcarried  once  or  twice,  they  Chamber  her 
up  and  will  not  let  her  go  down  one  Step, 
for  fear  left  what  lhe  has  in  her  ihould  tall 

p  3 


t 


[  214  ] 

from  her  ;  but  how  contrary  to  Reafon  and 
Experience  is  fuch  a  Method,  I  leave  it  to 
the  meaneft  Capacity  to  judge. 

"Tis  true,  the  Woman  that  tranfgrefsd 
in  eating  the  Forbidden  Fruit,  the  Curfe 
laid  on  her,  in  Sorrow  floe  jhould  conceive 
and  bring  forth  Children ,  and  her  Husband 
jhould  rule  over  her  ;  which  Curfe,  I  hum¬ 
bly  conceive,  all  the  Females  of  the  Brutal 
Rind  and  others  have  been  Sharers  in.  The 

*  r  v 

Tranfgreffion  of  the  Man,  in  eating  the 
Forbidden  Fruit,  defcended  to  the  whole 
Earth,  which  fliould  bring  forth  nothing 
but  Briars  and  Thorns ,  without  the  Sweat 
of  his  Brow  ;  thus  we  fee  almoft  the  whole 
Creation  fuffer  by  their  Tranlgreffion  ;  the 
Serjent  was  curfed  of  all  Cattle ,  on  his 
Belly  he  jhould  go ,  and  eat  Dujl  all  the 
Days  of  his  Life . 

When  you  come  to  ad:  as  a  Midwife, 
take  care  and  be  not  too  hafty,  left  you  caufe 
Floodings,  by  which  means  the  Embrio  is 
fuffocated,  can  ling  not  only  a  dead  Birth, 
but  the  utmoft  Danger  and  Peril  to  the  Mo¬ 
ther  ;  give  Time,  if  the  Fcetus  is  living 
and  prefents  right,  it  will  make  its  Way  in¬ 
to  the  World  without  Help  ;  how  many 

clan* 
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clandeftine  Births  do  we  daily  fee  and  hear 
of,  his  plain  they  want  no  Midwife,  nor  do 
they  ever  receive  any  harm  from  the  After- 
Birth  remaining  in  their  Bodies  ;  but  to  my 
great  Concern  I  have  often  obferved,  as  foon 
as  the  Head  of  the  Infant  is  in  the  World 
they  have  heedlefly  or  carelefly  torn  it  from 
the  Body  of  the  Mother,  to  the  Deftru&hon 
of  them  both.  Give  me  Leave,  by  way  of 
Digreflion,  to  tell  a  Story  of  my  own 
Knowledge :  I  was  once  called  to  a  Mer¬ 
chant’s  Daughter,  near  the  dead  time  of  the 
Night,  her  Father  and  Mother,  and  a  great 
deal  of  other  Company  were  in  the  Room  at 
the  fame  .  time  ;  the  old  Lady  told  me  fhe 
could  not  compare  her  Daughters  Pams  to 
any  lefs  than  the  Pains  of  Travail :  She  was 
fitting  in  a  two -arm'd  Chair,  upon  a  thick 
foft  Cufhion  ;  her  Sifter  made  a  Sign  to  me 
to  walk  to  the  farther  end  of  the  Room, 
where  fhe  told  me  her  Sifter  had  a  Child 
under  her  ;  upon  which  I  went  and  fat 
down  by  the  young  Lady,  I  whifpeb  d  her 
in  the  Ear,  that  if  it  were  pollible  Ihe  fhould 
compofe  herfelf  as  if  flie  was  alleep,  which 
Hie  did  in  a  few  Minutes  after  ;  I  held  up 
both  my  Hands,  and  told  them  Ihe  was  a- 
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flcep,  and  that  if  they  waked  her,  it  was  as 
much  as  lier  Life 'was  worth  ;  upon  which 
they  all  walked  gently  out,  leaving  only  her 
Sifter  and  me  in  the  Room  ;  fhe  took  the 
Child  from  under  her,  holding  it  in  the  Air, 
it  drew  Breath,  and  immediately  began  to 
cry,  infomuch  that  we  were  afraid  they 
fhould  hear  it  below  Stairs  ;  a  Servant  Maid 
being  intrufted  with  the  Secret,  carried  it 
up  to  the  Garret,  a  very  fine  Boy  as  you 
ihould  fee  born,  I  took  care  to  prevent  the 
Milk  coming  into  her  Breafts,  by  wetting 
Cotton  in  ftrong  Spirits,  and  putting  it  un¬ 
der  her  Arm-pits ;  the  Lady  was  down 
Stairs  in  three  Days  time  very  well,  and  no 
Perlbn  breathing  had  the  lead  Sufpicion  of 
what  had  happen’d  :  Now,  if  an  Infant  un¬ 
der  fo  great  Diladvantages,  makes  its  way 
into  the  World,  lurely  it  muft  be  deftrudtive 
at  all  times  to  precipitate  or  haften  the 
Birth.  The  Lady  never  after  married,  but 
died  with  the  Character  of  a  very  virtuous 
and  good  Creature.  The  Reafon  why  the  » 
Child  was  not  fuffocated  lying  fo  long  under 
her  Body,  was  becaufe  it  had  never  drawn 
Breath. 


Having 
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Having  thus  far  proceeded,  I  come  now 
to  give  fome  Inftrudtions  after  the  Birth : 
Firft  of  all,  that  the  Mother  gives  Milk  to 
the  Fruit  of  her  own  Body,  being  the  moll 
Natural ;  if  her  Conftitution  will  not  bear 
it,  the  Excufe  is  very  warrantable,  and 
none  elfe  but  our  delicate  fine  Ladies  mull 

not  by  nurfing  fpoil  their  Breafts,  but  how 

-  6 

often  does  a  Judgment  follow  them  by  Milk- 
Sores  in  their  Breafts,  and  by  that  fulfome 
Way  of  plaiftering  and  repelling  the  Milk, 
bring  on  the  Milky  Fever,  which  carries 
off  many  of  them  :  The  Remedy  I  would 
prefcribe  to  help  fuch  miferable  Creatures, 
is  to  wet  a  large  Quantity  of  Cotton  in 
ftrong  Spirits,  and  wear  it  under  their  Arm- 
pits  for  a  Fortnight  or  three  Weeks,  which 
will  draw  off  the  Serum  of  the  Blood,  by 
thofe  large  Emun&'ories  before  it  enters 
the  Breaft  to  be  form’d  into  Milk. 

1  advise,  whenever  you  take  a  Nurfe, 
take  one  that  is  temperate  in  her  way  of 
living,  take  care  her  Milk  be  not  too  old, 
becaufe  it  often  times  proves  too  ftrong  for 
a  new-born  Infant,  the  Confequence  of 
which  has  many  times  proved  fatal. 


I  PERMIT 
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I  permit  Ladies  to  ride  in  their  Coaches 
till  the  Seventh  Month,  becaufe  at  that 
Time  the  Foetus  turns  itfelf  in  the  Womb, 
with  its  Head  downward,  in  order  to  come 
for  the  Birth  ;  and  often  times  you  fee  by 
Experience,  that  the  Foetus  at  that  Time 
has  made  its  Way  into  the  World  ;  now 
jolting  in  Coaches  when  the  Embrio  is  fo 
placed,  often  flrikes  the  Head  into  the  right 
or  left  Groin ;  if  in  the  right  Groin,  the 
left  Arm  prefents  firlt ;  if  in  the  left  Groin, 
the  right  Arm  prefents  firff,  reducing  the 
Arm  by  flrong  Compreffion  and  lifting  up 
of  the  Head,  you  will  bring  it  open  to  the 
Birth,  and  then  with  a  little  Patience  it  will 
make  its  way  into  the  World. 

In  cafe  Throws  are  wanting,  takeTrochs 
of  Myrrh,  one  Dram,  Caftor,  half  a  Dram, 
Oil  of  Cinnamon  three  Drops,  divided  into 
three  equal  Parts,  give  one  in  a  little  Black- 
cherry  Water  every  half  Hour,  will  foon 

bring  on  the  Throws,  and  haflen  the 

Birth. 

If  the  After-pains  are  violent,  give  half 
a  Scruple  of  Aflafatidar,  with  one  Grain 
and  a  half  or  two  Grains  of  London  Lau¬ 
danum,  will  take  off  the  Pains  in  three 

Hours 
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Hours  at  fartheft  ;  if  the  Catemenia  or 
Purgations  are  overmuch,  give  very  plen¬ 
tifully  of  Mynjicht's  Elixir  of  Vitriol  in 
Spring  Water,  fuppofe  a  Tea  Spoonful 
every  fourth  or  fixth  Hour,  the  green 
Water  being  not  fufficient;  give  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

Take  Caflor,  one  Dram,  Salt  of  Steel, 
half  a  Dram,  made  into  Pills  with  Extract 
of  Rue,  give  three  of  thefe  every  fourth 
Hour,  drinking  three  or  four  Spoonfuls  of 
the  following  Julep  after  each  Dole  ;  Take 
of  Black-cherry  Water  and  Penny-royal 
Water,  each  one  Ounce,  Rue  Water 
and  Hyfterick  Water,  each  four  Ounces, 
fweetened  with  a  little  Sugar.  All  that 
has  been  faid  here,  is  known  by  long  Expe¬ 
rience,  rarely  or  never  to  fail. 

Thus  far  have  I  gone,  out  of  the  pure 
Regard  and  Love  I  bear  towards  the  Fair 
Sex,  ’tis  certain  I  have  deviated  fomething 
from  my  Profeflion  ;  if  I  have  faid  any 
Thing  contrary  to  Reafon  or  Experience, 
I  defire  to  be  informed  by  the  Gentlemen 
that  profefs  the  Art. 

\ 
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Statuta  Moralia 


Collegii  Regalis 

MEDICORUM 

LONDINENSIUM. 


De  Converfatione  Morali,  & 
Statutis  Pcenalibus. 


I  qua:  lis,  aut  Controverfia,  ex  Ordine, 


Gravitate  &  Modeftia  (qua:  in  Co- 
mitiis  obfervari  prxlcripfunus)  parum  ob- 
fervatis,  oriatur,  arbitrio  Prxfidis  aut  Pro- 
Prariidis  &  Cenforum,  quicunque  deiiquerit 
puniatur. 

At  fi  praties  contra  Statuta  quid  admiierit, 
admoneatur  quidem  per  Confiliarios,  coram 
Sociis  in  Comitiis  ;  non  puniatur  tamcn, 
nifi  ob  grave  aliquod  Crimen  (quale  eft 


peculatus, 
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peculatus,  five  diffipatio  bonorum  Coilegii 
&  Similia)  tale  Judicatum  per  majorem 
partem  Sociorum  praefentium :  Inter  quos 
Volumus,  ut  quatuor  fint  ex  Eledoribus, 
qui  una  cum  reliquis  fuper  ea  re  lententiam 
ferant.  Tantum  tribuimus  Prasfidis  honorl 
&  audoritati, 

Ne  quis  revelet  aut  propalet  quidquam 
alicujus  Momenti  quod  in  Collegio  didum 
fit,  fub  poena  decern  Solidorum. 

Nullus  Collega  alterum  ve]  Ignorantite 
vel  mala:  Praxis,  vel  alicujus  Sceleris  aut 
Ignominiofi  Criminis  nomine  accufabit ;  vel 
publice  Contumeliis  afficiet.  Si  quern  contra 
iecifie  Praefidi  &  Cenforibus  innotuerit ; 
prima  Vice  folvet  in  ufum  Coilegii  quatuor 
libras,  fecunda  dupiicabitur  Mu  Ida  ;  quod' 
fi  tertio  quis  fimiliter  offenderit,  Expelletur  e 
Collegio,  nec  denuo  Reftituetur  priulquam 
Collegio  decern  libras  folverit. 

Nutt  us  Medicus  qui  fecundus  adyEgrum 
vocabitur  priorem  Medicum  repelli  faciet  : 
Nec  quicquain  prius  Innovabit  (nifi  res 
orgeat)  quam  ilium  convenerit.  Et  ne  quis 
fraudi  fit  locus,  quicunque  ad  yEgrum 
accerfitur,  ab  illo,  vel  adftantibus,  an  quis 

Medi- 
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Medicamentum  aliquod  prafcripferit,  per- 
eundabitur,  lub  pcena  viginti  Soiidorum. 

Postea  tamen,  ex  dEgri  fententia,  vel 
folus  illi  medebitur  vel  cum  priore  Medico, 
aut  alio  aliquo  rem  adminiftrabit. 

Da  bit  tamen  operam  ut  priorem  Secum 
in  praxi  retineat.  Quod  ft  Aigroti  vel 
Amicorum  confenfu  id  fieri  nequeat ;  prio¬ 
rem  tamen  Medicum  nullo  modo  vitupera- 
bit ;  nec  vultu,  geftu,  fufpitiofo  Silentio 
vel  ullo  alio  modo  illius  Ada  apud  Agrum 
vel  aftantes  traducet,  fed  eum  laudabit 
potius  ;  neque  Id  dolofe,  honeftatis  &  pro- 
bitatis  Nomine,  fed  (quod  ad  rem  maxime 
attinet)  periti  &  Inteiligentis  Medici,  ut 
alterius  famam  apud  alios,  eo  loco  habeat, 
quo  fuam,  mutatis  vicibus,  efle  Cuperet; 
Nempe  ad  artis  quam  profitetur,  honorem 
&  dignitatem. 

Conjultandi  formula. 

/  ...  "  ■  ■  •  ■  • 

'  -i. 

.Si  plures  Curationis  Gratia,  convenerint, 
.de  Gonditione  Agri  deliheraturi ;  Conful- 
tandum  eft  Summa  Modeftia,  &  non,  nilx 
feclufis  Arbitris  alienis ;  Latine  autem  Res 

tran- 
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tranfigatur,  alioquin  Multfta  efto  quinque 
Solidorum  in  ufum  Collegii.  Tunc  primum 
fedulo  inquirendum  in  morbi  fpeciem  Cau- 
fam  &  Symptomata,  deinde  Remedia  pro- 
ponenda,  ad  Morbum  profligandum  & 
Symptomata  mitiganda  maxime  Conve- 
nientia.  ' 

Incipiat  Junior  Medicus,  Concludat 
Senior,  at  ft  Senior  aliquis  primo  accerfitus 
fuerit,  enarret  ille  primum  rem  totam  re- 
liquis,  nempe  quid  egerit  &  quo  fucceffu, 
deinde  fiat  ut  dictum  eft. 

Sx  ftepius  ad  eundem  Tgrum  vifendum 
convenerint,  nemo  quidquam  praTcribat, 
imo  ne  innuat  quidem  quid  agendum  fit, 
coram  JEgro  vel  aftantibus  priufquam  con- 
jundtis  Confiliis  privatlm  inter  ipfos  Medicos 
conclulum  fuerit ;  nequis  ambitiofe  nimiuni 
videatur  ptaxin  priEOccupare  &  reliquis 
liberam  prasfcribendi  anfam  pnmpere  ;  nifi 
fubita  &  urgente  aliqua  Occ  afione  (eaque 
approbanda  a  Pracfide  &  Cenforibus}  coadlus 
fuerit  folus  prarfcribere. 

Si  Medici  in  diverfas  eant  Sententias,  ita 
ut  in  eandem  praxin  inter  fe  confentire  ne- 
queant,  fumma  tamen  Prudentia  &  Mode-* 

ratione 


E  224  ] 

ratione  fic  fe  gerant,  ut  eorum  Difcordia  id 
Artis  prejudicium  non  cedat,  nec  aiiis,  fi 
fieri  poflit,  innotefcat. 

Sx  duo  tantum  Medici  fuerint.  Junior 
cedat  Seniori  ;  vei  tertium  advocent,  cut 
res  referatur. 

Si  pluresj  vincat  pars  major,  fi  diffiden- 
tes,  numero  pares  fuerint,  concludatur  cum 
majore  parte  Seniorum.  Sic  honori  &  dig- 
nitati  Artis  providebitur,  qua;  alioquin  per 
Medicorum  difcordiam  facile  contemptui 
habebitur.  Qui  contra  fecerit,  muldfabitur 
quadraginta  Solidis. 

Ne  qua  lis  aut  Controverfia  inter  Medicos 
propter  officiofas  Vifitationes,  prteoccupa- 
tiones,  &  Infinuationes  oriatur ;  Statuimus 
&  Ordinamus  ;  ut  cum  ad  Medicum  quem- 
libet,  alii  Medici  confultandi  Gratia  advocati 
fuerint,  ac  fecundum  formulam  a  Nobis 
prtefcriptam,  de  morbo  &  Remediis  inter 
eos  convenerit ;  Senior  Medicus,  aut  alius 
aliquis  referat  /tgro,  aut  aftantibus,  quae 
approbata  &  prtcfcripta  communi  confenfu 
fuerint,  eorundemque  Executionem  cteteri 
Ordinario  Medico  relinquant ;  nec  denuo 
vifitabunt  Aigrum,  nifi  a  Medico  Ordinario, 
aut  ab  vfgro,  ut  id  faciant,  exprefie  rogati 
fuerint.  Nui.lus 
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Nvllvs  Medicus  five  Socius  five  Candi" 
datus  five  Permiflus  Confilium  ineat,  cum 
Empirico  aut  rejedto  a  Collegio,  &  a  Medi¬ 
cine  praxi  prohibito,  aut  alio  aliquo  fine 
Admiflione  aut  Permiflione  Medicinam  exer- 
cente,  nifi  urgente  aliqua  Caufa,  a  Praefide, 
aut  Pro-Prefide,  &  Cenforibus  aut  majore 
parte  illorum  approbanda  fub  posna  quad- 
raginta  Solidorum. 

Quilibet  Medicus  contentus  efto,  ho- 
nefta  pro  Conditione  .dEgri  &  laboris  fui, 
mercede. 

Nemo  pacifcatur  cum  dEgro,  aut  alio 
Quovis  iEgri  nomine,  de  praatio  Sanitatis 
reftituendaa.  Yerum  fi  quis  iEgros  fufce- 
perit  curandos,  qui  fibi  aliter  fatisfadtum  non 
putabunt,  ni  padfionem  cum  Medico  ineant; 
aut  in  eos  incidat  qui  facultatum  fuarum  aut 
honoris  nulla  habita  ratione  parce  nimis  & 
illiberaliter  agunt  cum  Medicis,  cum  talibus 
licebit  pacilci,  Refervata  tamen  poteftate 
Domino  Prefidi  &  Cenforibus,  atque  in 
eorum  abfentia,  quatuor  ex  Electoribus,  pro 
ipforum  prudentia  corrigere,  fi  quid  iniquius 
padtum  fit  &  immutare. 

Ne  quis  doceat  populum  Medicamenta, 
gut  horum  Nomina  ilii  indicet  (praefertim  fi 

fuerint 
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fuerint  Medicamenta  vehementlora,  velut 
Purgantia,  Opiata  vel  Narcotica,  Abortum 
facientia,  Vomitoria,  aut  quidquam  aliud 
majoris  momenti  ac  periculi)  ne  abufu 
eorum  Iatdatur  populus  :  Sub  poena  quadra- 
ginta  Solidorum  quoties  offenderit. 

Qui  pacifcitur  cum  Pharmacapolis  de 
aliqua  pretii  parte  ex  Medicamentis  praefcri- 
bendis  percipienda,  mul&abitur  quadraginta 
Solidis  quoties  ita  deliquerit. 

Nullus  Socius,  Candidatus,  aut  Per- 
miffus  eorum  Pharmacopolarum  opera  ute- 
tur,  qui  aut  ipfi  Medicinam  exercent,  aut 
iis  Medicis  crebro  inferviunt,  qui  exami- 
nati  &  approbati  non  funt  fecundum  Sta- 
tuta  hujus  Regni,  fub  pcena  decern  Solido¬ 
rum  quoties  offenderit,  Collegio  Solvendo- 
rum,  modo  ea  de  re  a  Prsefide  aut  Pro- 
Prxffde  &  Cenforibus  prcemonitus  fuerit. 

Nemo,  Mul&am  fibi  pro  deli&a  fecun¬ 
dum  Statuta  infiidtam,  folvere  recufabit, 
Sub  pcena  violatae  fidei  Collegio  praeftits. 

Quoniam  Pharmacopols  &  Chirurgi 
fepe  ad  Medicos  Urinas  fEgrotandum  defe- 
runt,  petuntque  ut  ab  Urinarum  Infpedtionc 
aliquid  fEgris  fuis  praefcribant ;  ac  deinde 
fub  hoc  Confultationis  praetextu,  reliquam 

Curationis 
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Curationis  telam  Ipfimet,  pro  arbitrio,  per- 
texunt ;  quicquid  inde  quceftus  five  lucrt 
eft,  id  omne  fibi  arripientes,  Medicis  vero 
nihil  pratter  exilem  illam  &  jejunam  Urina- 
rura  fpedtandarum  Mercedem  offerentes. 
Idcirco  Statuimus  &  Ordinamus  ut  Nemo 
five  Socius,  five  Candidates  five  Permifliis 
Confilii  quidquam  impertiat  iftiufmodi  vete- 
ratoriis  Impoftoribus  fuper  Urinarum  nuda 
inlpedtione  5  nifi  Simul  ad  yEgrum  vocetur, 
ut  ibidem  pro  re  nata  idonea  Medicamenta 
ab  honefto  aliquo  Pharmacopola  compo- 
nenda  prasfcribat. 

VotuMus  pra-terea  ut  fmgulis  Schedulis 
five  Receptis  (ut  vocant)  diem  Menfis,  & 
Nomen  yEgri,  fuumque  quifque  adfcribat. 
Ridiculum  quidem  eft  &  infulfum,  ex  Uri¬ 
narum.  folummodo  Infpedtione  five  de  morbi 
genere  five  de  yEgrotantis  Statu  ac  Condi- 
tione,  Arufpicum  &  Conjedlorum  More, 
velle  quidquam  certi  folidique  divinare. 
Monemus  igitur  eos  Medicos  ut  hac  in  re 
multo  cautius  in  pofterum  fe  ger^nt,  quara 
antehac  a  plerifque  fatftitari  Solitum.  Et 
hanc  ob  Caufam  omnibus  Medicinam  exer- 
centibus  interdidtum  Volumus,  ne  Idiotis 
sftis  &  Mulierculis  yEgrotantium  Matuias 

a  Circum- 
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Circumferentibus,  aliquod  Medicamentum 
prazfcribant,  nifi  aut  ipfum  yfgrum  prius 
rede  noverint,  aut  Saltern  ab  iis  qui  Con- 
filium  petunt,  de  morbo  ejufque  Circum- 
ftantiis  &  plane  &  plene  inftrudi  fuerint. 
Quippe  hac  Ratione  &  dignitatem  Medicinae 
melius  tuebimur  &  multo  aptius  certiufque 
Remedia  periclitantibus  profutura  excogi- 
tabimus. 

Deniq.ue  Statuimus  &  Ordinamus  ut 
quicunque  admittuntur  in  Societatem  Col- 
legii  Subfcriptis  nominibus  polliceantur,  fe 
Statuta  omnia  praedida  diligenter  obferva- 
turos  aut  Muldas  contra  facientibus  inflidas 
non  invito  animo  perfoluturos. 

Si  ad  hanc  Normam  Collegium  prudenti 
conftlio  Pradidis,  Eledorum,  &  Cenforum 
gubernetur  ;  &  exterminatis  indodis,  pro- 
fligatifque  odiofis  Impoftoribus,  Scientia 
decoretur ;  certiffimum  eft,  &  florentiffimum 
futurum  hoc  noftrum  Collegium  in  perpe- 
tuum,  &  LJniverfe  etiam  Reip.  (quantum 
noftra  Officia  attinet)  rede  provideque 
Confultum  iri. 

Qua  re  per  fidem  illam  Collegio  datatq 
Socios  omnes  hortamur,  &  obteftamur,  ut 
quo  quoverfum  diligenter  prolpiciant  &  pro- 

videnter 
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videnter  agant,  nec  quenquam  refpedu 
peribnarum  habito,  admittant  in  Societatem 
Collegii :  Sed  ad  laudem,  decus,  honorem, 
&  perpetuitatern  Societatis,  omnia  decer- 
nant.  Quoniam  certum  eft  Collegium  No- 
ftrum  nulla  re  firmius  Stabiliri  pofte  &  Con- 
tinuari,  quam  bonis  Legibus,  probis  Guber- 
natorum  Moribus,  &  Collegarum  ftngulari 
Yirtute  atque  Erudition?. 


1 
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Statutes  of  Morality, 

Belonging  to  the 

College  of  P  HYSICIANS 

In  LONDON. 

4  *■  *  '4 

Tranilated  from  the  L  a  t  i  n* 


Concerning  Moral  Converfation 
and  Penal  Statutes. 

IF  any  Difpute  or  Controverfy  (hall  arifc 
from  want  of  due  Obfervance  of  that 
Order,  Gravity  and  Decorum  which  we 
have  pref bribed  to  be  obferved  in  our  Meet¬ 
ings,  the  Party  thus  offending,  fhall  be 
puniflied  at  the  Will  of  the  Preildent  or 
Vice-Prefident,  together  with  the  Cenfors. 

But  if  the  President  lliall  happen  to  of¬ 
fend  againft  the  Statutes,  he  fhall  be  ad- 
monifh’d  indeed  by  thof#  of  our  Council,  in 
the  Prefence  of  the  Fellows  at  publick  Meet¬ 
ings  ;  however,  he -may  not  be  puniflfd, 

unlefs 
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unlels  for  fome  weighty  Crimes  (fuch  as 
Embezzelment  of  publick  Monies,  or  waft¬ 
ing  the  College  Goods,  and  the  like)  and  fuch 
Cafes  to  be  adjudged  by  the  Majority  of 
Fellows  then  prefent,  among  whom  are  re¬ 
quired  four  of  their  Electors  to  give  their 
Voices  with  the  reft,  on  this  Occafion  ;  fo 
great  is  the  Deference  we  think  proper  to 
be  paid  to  the  Honour  and  Authority  of 
the  Preftdent. 

No  one  may  reveal  or  make  Publick, 
any  Thing  of  Moment  that  is  faid  in  the 
College,  under  Penalty  of  ten  Shillings. 

No  Member  (hall  accufe  another  of  Ig¬ 
norance,  or  wrong  Practice,  or  of  any 
Villany  or  ignominous  Crime  whatfoever, 
no,  not  fo  much  as  to  pals  any  publick 
Reflection  upon  him.  If  any  one  Ihall  ap¬ 
pear  to  the  Preftdent  and  Cenfors  to  have 
thus  offended,  he  Ihall  for  the  firft  Time, 
pay  to  the  Service  of  the  College  four 
Pounds,  for  the  fecond  l  ime  double  ;  but 
if  any  one  Ihall  offend  in  like  manner  a 
third  Time,  he  Ihall  be  expell’d  the  College, 
neither  Ihall  he  be  capable  of  being  reftored, 
before  he  Ihall  have  paid  to  the  College 
ten  Pounds. 
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A  Physician,  who  is  called  to  a  Patient 
as  a  Second,  Ihall  by  no  Means  caufe  the 
former  to  be  rejected,  neither  Ihall  he 
make  any  Innovations  in  the  Practice, 
(extreme  Cafes  excepted)  before  he  Ihall 
have  confulted  with  him  ;  and  to  prevent 
all  occafions  of  Frauds  of  this  kind,  whofo- 
ever  is  fent  for  to  a  Tick  Perfon,  ihall  firft 
enquire  of  the  Patient,  or  By-Handers, 
whether  any  Phyfician  has  already  prefcri- 
bed,  under  Penalty  of  twenty  Shillings. 

Afterwards  however,  as  the  Patient  di- 
reds,  he  may  either  alone,  or  jointly  with 
the  former,  or  any  other,  proceed  in  the 
Affair. 

j-  *»  '  ' 

Notwithstanding  he  ihall  do  his  bed: 
to  have  the  former  retain’d  with  him  ;  but 

ff  * 

if  this  cannot  be  effeded  with  confent  of  the 

r  '  ‘  *•  .-•••»  * 

Patient  or  his  Friends,  nothing  however 
leflening  fliall  he  fay  of  him,  neither  by 
Looks,  Gefture,  by  a  forbidding  Silence,  or 
any  other  Method  fliall  he  traduce  that 
Others  Actions  to  the  Patient  or  By- 
danders  ;  but  on  the  other  hand  he  fliall 

•  6  ■-  1  f 

commend  him,  and  that  not  with  falfe 
Praife,  giving  him  the  Name  of  an  honed; 
good  fort  of  a  Man,  but  (what  is  much  more 
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to  the  Purpofe)  ihall  call  him  a  skilful  and 
intelligent  Phyfician  ;  in  fnort,  he  lliali  hold 
the  Character  of  another  in  the  fame  Eftirna- 
tion  he  would  have  his  own  held,  in  the  like 
Circumftances  ;  and  this  for  the  Honour 
and  Dignity  of  his  Profeflion. 

Forms  of  Consultation . 

,  .  * 

If  for  Safety-fake,  a  number  of  Phyfi- 
cians  Ihall  meet  to  debate  on  the  Condition 
of  a  difealed  Perfon,  let  them  confult  to¬ 
gether  with  the  greateft  Decorum,  and  not 
without  firft  excluding  all  By-ftanders  % 
moreover,  let  the  Affair  be  difcuft’d  in 
Latin,  under  the  Penalty  of  Five  Shillings 
for  the  Service  of  the  College  :  In  the  firft; 
place,  Enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  Nature, 
Caufe  and  Symptoms  of  the  Difeaie  ;  then 
Remedies  to  be  propofed,  moft  conducive  to 
the  abating  the  Symptoms  and  conquering 
the  Malady. 

Let  the  younger  Phyfician  begin,  the 

the  Elder  conclude  the  Confultation ;  but 

*  '  '  , 

if  an  Elder  Ihall  happen  to  have  been  firft 
called  in,  he  Ihall  open  the  whole  Affair  to 
ffre  reft,  by  telling  them  what  he  hath  done, 

and 
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and  with  what  Succefs ;  then  to  proceed  in 
order,  as  above  directed. 

In  cafe  the  fame  Phyficians  meet  more 
than  once  on  the  fame  Patient,  no  one  of 
them  iliall  prelcribe,  nor  fo  much  as  hint  to 
the  Patient  or  By-ftanders,  what  is  to  be 
done,  before  fomething  or  other  has  been 
concluded  on  by  their  joint  Counfels  in  pri¬ 
vate,  to  the  Intent  that  no  one  may  appear 
ambitious  of  foreftalling  the  Practice,  or  de¬ 
priving  the  reft  of  the  liberty  of  giving  their 
Opinions  ;  this  however  with  a  Provifo, 
that  he  lhall  not  be  compeli'd  to  write  alone 
by  the  Urgency  of  the  Cafe,  which  is  to  be 
conftder’d  by  the  Prefident  and  Cenfors. 

In  cafe  the  Phyficians  met,  are  divided  in 
their  Opinions,  fo  far  as  not  to  be  able  to 
concur  in  the  fame  Practice,  they  lhall  car¬ 
ry  it  with  the  utmoft  Prudence  and  Mode¬ 
ration,  in  fuch  manner  as  that  their  Dis¬ 
agreement  may  not  prejudice  their  Art,  or, 
if  poftible,  may  not  be  vifible  to  the  World. 

If  only  two  Phyficians  meet,  the  Younger 
lhall  come  over  to  the  Elder’s  Opinion,  or 
z  third  to  be  called  in,  to  whom  the  Matter 
may  be  referr’d. 

If 
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If  more  than  two  meet,  a  Majority  of 
Voices  fhall  prevail ;  if  on  Divifion,  Voices 
are  found  equal,  it  fhall  be  determined  on 
the  Side  of  the  Majority  of  Seniors.  By 
thus  acting,  ProvHion  will  be  made  for  the 
Honour  and  Dignity  of  the  Art,  which 
otherwife  might  be  brought  into  Contempt. 
Offenders  againft  this  Rule,  to  be  fined 
Forty  Shillings. 

To  prevent  all  Difputes  which  may  arife 
among  Phyficians  about  officious  Vifitings, 
Preventions  and  Infinuations,  it  is  decreed 
and  ordain’d,  That  as  often  as  to  the  Phyfi- 
cian  attending  others  of  the  Faculty  are  cal¬ 
led  in  for  Confutation,  and  they  fhall  have 
agreed  in  manner  above  prefcribed  concern¬ 
ing  the  Difeafe,  and  the  Remedies  to  be 
ufed  for  it,  the  Senior  Phyfician,  or 
any  other,  fhall  report  to  the  Patient  or 
his  Friends,  the  Refult  of  their  Confui  ca¬ 
tion,  the  Execution  of  which  to  be  left  to 
the  ordinary  Phyfician  ;  neither  fhall  they 
make  a  fecond  Vifit,  unlefs  at  the  Requefl 
of  the  ordinary  Phyfician,  or  that  of  the 
patient  himfelf. 


Let 
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Let  no  Phyfician,  whether  Fellow,  Can¬ 
didate  or  Licenciate,  confer  with  an  Era- 
peric,  or  one  rejected  by  the  College, 
or  forbid  Practice,  or  with  any  other  Per- 
fon  unduly  exercifing  the  Art  of  Medicine, 
(excepting  only  when  required  by  the  Ne- 
ceflity  of  the  Cafe,  and  this  to  be  approved 
by  the  Prefident  and  Cenfors,  or  by 
Majority  of  the  fame). 

Let  every  Phyfician  be  content  with  a 
Gain  proportionate  to  the  Condition  of  the 
Patient,  and  his  own  Labour. 

A  Physician  may  not  make  a  Bargain 
with  a  Patient,  or  with  any  in  his  Name,  • 
concerning  the  Price  of  reftoring  him  to 
Health  ;  but  if  he  fliall  happen  to  undertake 
the  Cure  of  certain  Perfons,  whom  he  fuf- 
pedts  of  not  fatisfying  him  without  entering 
into  fuch  Bargain,  or  fnall  fall  into  the 
Hands  of  thole,  who  from  want  of  juft 
Regard  to  the  Faculty,  are  w'ont  to  deal 
with  Phyficians  too  fparingly,  and  beneath 
their  liberal  Education,  in  fuch  Cafes  it  fhall 
be  lawlul  to  make  Agreement,  referving 
however  to  Mr.  Prefident  and  Cen  fors,  or 
in  their  Abfence,  to  four  of  the  Electors, 

a  Pow- 
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a  Power  of  correcting  or  altering,  as  they 
lhall  judge  proper,  any  Compact  of  an  un- 
reafonable  Nature. 

A  Physician  may  not  inftrud  the  Peo-- 
pie  in  Medicines,  or  difcover  to  them  even 
the  Names  of  any  Medicines,  efpecially  of 
thofe  of  the  more  violent  Kind,  fuch  as 
Purgings,  Opiates,  Narcotics,  Abortifs, 
Emetics,  or  any  other  Medicines  of  Mo¬ 
ment  aqd  Danger ;  left  thro’  an  Abufe  of 
fuch,  the  People  receive  Injury ;  every 
fuch  Offender  to  pay  forty  Shillings  foe 
each  Offence. 

A  Physician,  who  makes  Agreement 
with  the  Seller  of  Medicines,  for  any  Part 
of  the  Profit  of  thofe  prefcribed,  fhall  be 
fined  forty  Shillings  for  each  Offence. 

No  Fellow,  Candidate,  or  Licenciate 
fhall  make  ufe  of  fuch  Apothecaries,  who 
themfelves  exercife  the  Art  of  Medicine, 
or  are  wont  to  fupply  Phyficians  not  duly 
examined  and  approved  according  to  the 
Laws  of  this  Kingdom :  Whoever  fo  of¬ 
fends,  to  pay  to  the  College  ten  Shillings, 
provided  he  lhall  have  been  once  admo- 
nifh’d  of  it,  by  the  Prefident  or  Vice- 
Ptefident,  and  the  Cenfors. 

Xhb 
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The  Muldts  payable  by  our  Statutes  for 
the  feveral  Offences,  no  one  may  refufe  to 
pay,  under  Pain  of  Violation  of  that  Truft 
due  from  him  to  the  Society. 

Whereas  it  has  been  ufual  for  Apothe¬ 
caries  and  Surgeons  to  bring  to  Phyficians 
a  Specimen  of  Urine  from  difeafed  Perfons, 
and  from  fuch  Infpedtion  of  Urine,  to  re- 
queft  a  Prefcription  for  their  Patient ;  and 
then  under  this  Pretence  of  having  advis’d 
with  a  Phyfician,  to  work  the  remaining 
Part  of  the  Cure  to  themfelves,  and  for 
their  own  Profit,  leaving  to  the  Phyficians 
nothing  but  the  bare  jejune  Fee  for  fuch 
Infpecftion  of  Urine  ;  therefore  we  decree 
and  ordain.  That  no  Phyfician,  whether 
Fellow,  Candidate  or  Licenciate,  do  impart 
to  any  fuch  Old-Women  Enquirers,  any 
kind  of  Advice,  upon  a  mere  Infpe&ion  of 
Urine,  unlefs  he  lhall  be  called  to  the  Pa¬ 
tient,  and  there,  as  Occcafion  may  require, 
prefcribe  proper  Medicaments  to  be  prepa¬ 
red  by  fome  hone  ft  Apothecary. 

Moreover  we  will  and  ordain.  That 
every  Phyfician  fubfcribe  to  his  Schedule, 
or  Recipee,  (as  ’tis  called)  the  Day  of  the 

Month, 
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Month,  the  Name  of  the  Patient,  and  that 
of  himfelf.  Indeed  it  is  a  ridiculous  Piece 
of  Folly  to  pretend,  from  the  mere  Infpec- 
tion  of  Urine,  to  conclude  any  Thing  of 
the  Nature  of  the  Difeafe,  or  of  the  State 
and  Condition  of  the  Patient,  or  rather  like 
Omen-Hunters  and  Conjurers,  to  divine 
any  Thing  fure  about  them :  Let  this  there¬ 
fore  be  a  Caution  to  Phyficians,  to  adt  more 
fcrupuloully  in  fuch  Matters  for  the  future, 
than  has  formerly  been  the  Practice  with 
fome  Perfons.  And  for  this  Reafon,  we 
forbid  all  Phyficians  from  prefcribing  to 
fuch  Dotards  and  old  Nurfes,  as  carry  about 
the  Signs  of  their  Difeafed,  unlefs  they  ihall 
have  well  known  the  Patient  before,  or  have 
thoroughly  inform’d  themfelves  of  his  Cafe, 
from  thofe  that  ask  the  Advice  ;  for  by  thefe 
Means  we  Ihall  bell  confult  for  the  Dignity 
of  Medicine,  and  be  molt  likely  to  invent 
Remedies  for  thole  in  Danger. 

In  fine,  we  decree  and  ordain,  That  who¬ 
ever  Ihall  be  admitted  into  the  Society  of 
the  College,  do  promile  by  fubfcribing  their 
Names,  carefully  to  obferve  all  the  fore- 
mentioned  Statutes,  or  willingly  to  pay  the 
Mulcts  impos’d  on  Non-Oblervers. 


Ir 
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If  agreeably  to  thefe  Rules,  the  College 
be  govern’d  by  the  prudent  Direction  of  the 
Prefident,  Electors  or  Cenfors,  and  by  the 
Exclufion  of  the  Illiterate,  and  banilhing  all 
odious  Impoftors,  the  Science  be  kept  up 
in  its  juft  Beauty  and  Splendor;  fure  it  is, 
that  this  our  Society  may  remain  to  Ages 
in  the  moft  fiourifhing  Condition,  and  may 
redound  (as  far  as  our  Offices  can  avail)  to 
the  univerfal  Good  of  Mankind. 

Wherefore  by  that  Pledge  of  Faith  given 
to  the  College,  we  exhort  and  conjure  all- 
fellows  of  the  fame,  that  they  look  wide 
round  ’em  with  a  careful  Eye,  and  admit  no 
one  into  the  faid  College  out  of  refped  of 
Perfon  only,  but  ad:  in  every  Circumftance 
for  the  Praife,  Honour  and  Welfare  of  the 
Society  ;  becaufe  fure  it  is,  that  this  our 
College  can  ftand  on  no  Foundation  fo 
fecurely  and  laftingly,  as  upon  the  joint 
Bafts  of  good  Laws,  good  Morals  of  the 
Governors,  and  the  fingular  Virtue  and 
Erudition  of  all  its  Members. 
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I  Am  but  too  fenfible  how  greatly  I  fhall 
offend  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty,  by 
this  Digreffion,  and  would  have  very  gladly 
avoided  it,  if  by  that  Means  my  Defign 
would  not  have  fallen  to  the  Ground,  which 
is  more  to  do  Juftice  to  Mankind,  than  to 
irritate  and  provoke  a  Set  of  Gentlemen, 
who  like  Moles  work  under  Ground,  left 
their  Pradices  iliould  be  difcover’d  to  the 
the  Populace,  by  which  Means,  in  all  Proba¬ 
bility,  they  would  be  put  to  Confuffon  of  Face. 

For  this  Reafon,  by  way  of  Appendix,  I 
have  publifh’d  The  Moral  Conversation  of 
the  College  ofThyfaians ,  as  likewife  a  true 
and  faithful  Tranflation  of  it,  that  fo  remark¬ 
able  a  Conversion  may  be  rightly  under- 
ftood  by  all  People  that  can  read  and  under- 
ftand  their  Mother  Tongue. 

The  Charader  of  a  Moral  jlgent  belongs 
to  every  Individual  that  has  the  ufe  of  his  Un- 
derftanding ;  how  far  thefe  Gentlemen  deferve 
that  Charader,  will  appear  by  their  Adions, 
which,  in  Reality,  have  no  better  Tendency 
than  to  deceive  and  blind  the  poor  and  un- 
happy  Patient  :  If  the  Phyfician  be  ever  fo 
Ignorant,  or  his  Pradice  ever  fo  Villainous 

r  R. 
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or  Ignominious,  if  any  Reflections  fhould  be 
pafs’d  upon  him  by  any  other  Phyfician,  the 
‘  Accufer  fliall  pay  Four  Pounds  to  the  College 
for  tlie  /zV//  Offence,Eight  for  the fecond ,  and  be 
expeh’d  for  the  third ;  notwithftanding  thofe 
enormous  Crimes,  the  Phyfician  call’d  upon 
fhall  endeavour  to  have  him  retain’d,  he  iliall 
commend  him  to  the  higheft,  call  him  a 
skilful  and  intelligent  Phyfician,  but  mull 
not  fo  much  as  give  him  the  Title  of  an 
honeft  good  fort  of  Man,  which  by  the 
learned  and  honeft  Gentlemen,  is  called  a 
falfe  Traife ,  which  I  am  lorry  for  ;  but  at 
the  fame  time  they  too  openly  publifh  their 
own  Principles. 

The  Purport  of  their  whole  Conversion, 
if  poffible,  is  to  conceal  their  Ignorance  : 
When  Learning  and  Honefty  flourilh’d  a- 
mongft  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Profeffion,  there 
was  no  occafion  for  any  of  thofe  Subterfuges ; 
but  oh !  how  miferable  is  the  poor  Patient, 
when  he  puts  his  Life  under  the  Care  firlt 
of  an  Apothecary,  and  then  of  the  DoCtor, 
who  declares  to  the  Patient,  he  muft  firfl 
raile  the  Fever,  before  he  can  cure  it  ;  how 
monftrous  muftfuchaWay  of  arguing  appear 
to  a  Patient !  who  by  way  of  return,  fhould 

imme- 


[  2 43  ] 

\ 

immediately  reply,  If  you  can’t  cure  a  Fe¬ 
ver  in  a  remifs  degree,  how  can  I  venture 
you  to  cure  it  in  a  more  intenfe  ?  But  it  is 
generally  argued,  they  mull  be  in  the  right, 
becaufe  they  all  agree  in  the  fame  Thing, 
which  the  Moral  Converfation  mod  plainly 
diretfts  to.  But  there  is  little  Regard  to  the 
great  Truft  committed  to  the  Doctor ;  but 
pleafe  to  take  a  View  how  his  Truft  is  dif- 
charg’d :  The  Apothecaries,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  have  it  in  their  Power  to  recommend  the 
Phyfician,  which  is  the  wrongeft  Step  the 
Patient  can  poffibly  take :  The  Phyfician,  to 
gratify  the  Apothecary,  thinks  himfelf  obli¬ 
ged  to  order  ten  times  more  Phyfick  than 
the  Patient  really  wants,  by  which  means 
he  often  ruins  his  Conftitution,  and  too  of¬ 
ten  his  Life  ;  otherwife  how  is  it  pofhble  an 
Apothecary’s  Bill  in  a  Fever,  lhould  amount 
to  Forty  or  Fifty,  or  more  Pounds  ?  Nay,  I 
have  been  credibly  inform’d,  that  feveral  of 
thofe  Apothecaries  have  declared  they  never 
would  call  in  a  Phyfician,  but  what  fhould 
put  Fifteen  or  Twenty  Shillings  a  Day  into 
their  Pockets :  What  muft  the  Confcience 
of  fuch  Phyficians  be,  that  would  forfeit 
their  Reputation,  and  every  thing  that  is 
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dear  to  them,  by  cheating  for  others  ?  I 
would  venture  to  fay,  neither  Sydenham  s 
nor  Radctijf’s  Bills  did  ever  amount  to 
Forty  Shillings  in  a  Fever,  and  yet  they  re¬ 
cover’d  their  Patients  without  the  Rule  at 
prefent  prefcribed,  of  Vomiting,  Bleeding,- 
and  multiplying  Blifters  in  all  Cafes  whatfo- 
ever  ;  fo  fince  this  is  to  be  their  Rule  of 
Practice,  they  are  very  indifferent  in  their 
Enquiries  what  the  Patient’s  Difeafe  is. 

Notwithstanding  all  this  artful  Way 
of  Practice,  they  are  fure  to  eftablifh  their 
Characters  by  Enquiries  into  the  Bodies  of 
their  deceas’d  Patients  ;  and  tho’  formerly 
they  generally  died  of  a  Polypus  in  their 
Heart,  which  they  have  long  fince  been 
laugh’d  out  of;  they  now,  for  the  Genera¬ 
lity,  die  of  a  Mortification  in  the  Bowels, 
which  I  don’t  believe  ever  happen’d,  unlefs 
they  were  firft  wounded ;  the  Surgeon  is 
bound  to  find  out  fome  incurable  Difeafe, 
fo  that  their  great  Art  of  Healing  may  for 
ever  be  eftablilh’d. 
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